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laarch  ^^»73 


Introduction  to  the  historj  of  the  deicendents 
of  Abraham  Felücnstein  181^  -  1885 

In  Januarj  19^:5,  during  a  time  of  the  greatest  upheavel 

and  tragedy,  my  father,  Siegfried  Felgenstein  had  hi«  80th 

birthdaj»  Inspite  of  everything  falling  apart  around  ua,  we 

made  it  a  great  event  and  celebrated  him  in  style  as  he  well 

deserved« 

As  a  present  I  had  conceived  and  carried  out  with 

the  help  of  an  artist  the  idea  of  a  family  tree,  not  in  the 

usual  manner, but  in  photos,  which  would  preserve  the  picture 

of  the  family  as  it  existed  at  that  time. 

Since  my  father  had  the  love  and  respect  of  most  of  the 
widespread  family,  whom  I  contacted  all  over  the  globe,I  had 

the  Cooperation  of  nearly  everyone  and  the  result  did  what 

I  had  intendöd  :  my  father  was  simply  delighted  with  thi» 

present , which  was  completed  in  tirae  for  the  great  day. 

Over  the  years  some  of  the  relatives  looked  at  thi« 
aibum  and  enjoyed  it,but  mostly  my  own  close  family  found 
it  interesting  enough  to  take  it  out  once  in  a  while, 

When  Susün  got  marri^d-^to^Bruce  Ta^riox,  he  too  took 
great  interest^'in  thi«^^ictorial  histöry  and  he  rlghtly 

feit,  that  for  future  gener ationC/it  might  have  little  m^ing 
unless  it  is  accompagnied  by  a  description  of  the  life  of 

the  individuals  ,  their  characters  and  events  worthwhile 

recording. 

The  idea  appealed  to  me  fiom  the  beginning, but 

-  knowing,  that  it  would  mean  considerable  äff ort  -  I  did 
not  bring  myaelf  to  start  work  on  it.  At  last, the  frequent 
prodding  convinced  me,  that  I  will  have  to  start  on  this 
project,  mindful,  that  the  day  might  come  when  fate  make» 
it  impoBsible  and  nobody  eise  will  remember  what  still  i» 
in  my  memory. 

Condadering,  that  the  family  album  contains,  besidas 
reproductions  of  oil  paintings^depicting  my  great  -  grand 
parents  and  grandparents,  the  names,dates  (nearly  all  with 
photos)  of  ^3  members  of  my  pareiüi's  generation,78  members 
of  my  own  and  73   of  the  following  gcneration,  alltogether 
17^  people,  it  is  clearly  not  possibie  to  give  a  deacription 
of  each  one'a  personality.  It  also  probably  would  be  quite 
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bering» 

I  therefore  will  try  to  bring  out  evetlis  and  charac- 
teriaations  onlj  to  an  extent ,  which  are  either  partieularlj 
good  or  bad,  interesting  or  riinny  for  Coming  generations  to 
read.  I  will  trj  to  be  aa  objective  as  posflible,but  since 
*his  is  a  trerj  personal  reporting,it  will  be  unavoidable, 
tkat  certain  likes  or  dislikes  ,the  closeness  or  remotenes» 
to  tke  individuals  will  be  reflected.  Nobody  could  expect, 
tlaat  I  could  have  a  great  personal  fee^ling  for  each  one  of 
»o  manjr  members  of  the  family,just  because  thej   are  relatives 
by  blood  or  marriage. 

I  kave  no  reservation  to  talk  conpietely  free  and 
opon  of  those,  wiio  have  passed  on  already;  but,  if  I  trj  to 
be  a  familj  historian,  I  will  kave  to  do  the  same  about  those 
still  alive.  In  order  to  re^ect  their  privacj,  I  urgent Ij  ask 
«njbodjjwho  will  have  access  to  these  reportB  to  use  utmost 
discretion  in  discussing  anything  which^ight  be  unpleasant 
or  offending  to  the  individuals  or  th^r  off  spring. 

A  cousin,  Robert  Felsenstein  (son  of  Josef  F)  made  anii 
extensive  study  of  tke  background  and  ancestry  of  Abrakaa  F. 

He  found  through  records  and  graves  in  Prag^  tkat  the 
origiA  of  tke  family  goe»  back  to  Bokemia,  the  first  of  tke 
ancestors  bearing  tke  name  of  iSliaa  fron  Lipc^owitz,near  Prag. 
Letters  of  kia  aon  ,wk6ia  name  was  Jacob  Lob  Lipchowitz, 
exist  from  the  years  17i^1  and  17^0. 

His  aon,  Samson  Libchowitz  of  Prag,  lived  at  least 
tili  1784.  ' 

From  then  on  tke  family  evidently  migrated  to 
Germany,  one  aon  still  bearing  the  name  of  Lipchowitz, tke 
otker  the  first  one  bearing  the  name  of  iTelaenstein. 

He  was  my  great  -  gtandfather;  he  lived  from  1/75  -1857 
firat  in  Brück  and  died  in  Fürth. 
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Althougk  tkere  was  no"  brutal  persecution  of  the   Jews  of  the 
icind  we  have  iived  tkrougk  «^er  19:^^,  in  tke  18tk  eenturj 

tkey  Iived  in  Germany  more  or  less  apart  from  the  Christian 
Population,  eren  when  gketto  life  was  not  forced  on  tkem. 

Most  of  tkem  ka^  3e;^led  in  smaller  communities  and  onlj  witk 
more  freedom  the  tftnoefreyHyticamQ  ovidenji^for  mov^g  towagde 
bigger  eitles  with  greater  opportiknitiea  for  economic  and 
oultural  advancement. 

^-- -Tkis  increased  freedom  came  during  tke  era  of  liberalis- 

me  and  emligktement  (Aufklärung) , the  outstanding  Jewisk  repes- 
S6ntati\;e.kaving  keen  Moses  Mendelsohn. 

Conaiderable  credit  for  giving  the  Jews  more  equality 
is  due  to  Napoleon, who  took  great  interest  in  tkeir  fate  and 

-  altkough  an  often  ruthless  conquerer  in  German  lands-  was 
lieloved  and  admired  bj  manj  Jews  as  their  liberator. 

^^^ As  an  example  :  old  Jizekak  Felsensteiü  had  a  picture 

of  Wapoleon  alwajs  above  his  ckair  and  became  very  excited, 

if  "kis  Ilapoleon"  was  not  replaced  promptly  during  kouse  clea- 

ning« 

With  the  advanced  liberalism^,  for  many  Jews,  strict 

adherence  to  tke  lawa  of  the  T^orah  lost  its  importance ;  they 
saw  tkeir  goal  in  assimilation  and  intej^ration  with  the  coun- 
try  of  tkeir  ckoice.   Conversion  to  Christian  faitk  became 
widespread,  together  with  intermarriage. 

This  kowever  did  not  äff ect  the  f amily  Pelsenstein. 
They  did  not  give  up  one  Jota  f^rtte  tkeir  traditions;  tkey 
Iived  a  life  of  strict  Jewiak  orthodoxy,  no  matter  how  diffi- 
cult  it  aay  be,  no  matter  wkat  aacrifices  kad  to  ke  made. 
Tkeir  religion  and  true  belief  was  the  center  of  their  life 
around  wkich  everything  eise  kad  to  gravitate. 

Like  most  other  people,  they  had  large  f amilies  and  very 
close  relationshipjand  reliance  on  each  other^gi  were  the  rule. 
^>-= — -Tkey  all  worked  long  kours,but  tke  pressure  and  speed 
under  whick  modern  man  labors,  seems  to  kave  been  unknown  to 
tkem.  They  were  very  interested  in  improving  their  econoÄic 
Situation,  typical  for  bourgois  middle  or  Upper  middle  class; 
They  were  solid  and  thrifty,1bvt  not  misers^and  these  charac- 
teristics  probably  helped  tkem  more^  th^tn  brilliancy  or  specu- 
lation  to  achieve  ^.  ^A^e/^ 
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Wken  looking  at  the  pictures  of  Jitzckok  Pelsenstein  and 
kis  wife  -  the  original  oii  paintings  regrettabiy  were  not 

well  taken  care  of  and  could  not  be  restored  -  one  gets  tJae 
Impression  of  a  well  groomed  and  dressed  mmn  without  a  stiking 

Personality,  whereas  kis  wife  appears  more  like  a  great  old 
ladj;  especiallj  her  eyes  indicating  high  intelligence ,spirit 
and  firmness.  Since  thej  both  had  died  during  mj   father's 

earlj  childhood,  he  had  onlj  a  vague  recollection  of  hia  grand- 
parents.  nut,  what  emanated  in  later  jears  in  regard  to  thia 

couple,  confirms,  that  the  wife  was  the  stronger  one  intellec- 
tually,  in  drive  and  willpower. 

There  was  not  muck  mentioned  about  him,  but  about  kia 
wife  any  talk  showed  great  respect.  mj  grandmother  always  ad- 

ded  **thi3  wise  woman**  when  she  talked  about  her  late  mother  - 
in  -  law.  She  loved  to  repeat  one  storj,  which  indeed  indicates 
that  she  was  a  remarkable  personality  with  unshakable  religious 

It  was  long  before  general  or  local  aiiesthesia  was 
developed  in  medicine  when  she  had  to  undergo  some  surgery; 
I  assume  it  was  the  removal  of  a^enign  growth  of  the  exterior 

part  of  tke  body.  The  physician  was  amazed  about  the  stamina 
and  courage  she  had  shown  during  the  proofiure  and  he  asked  her: 
'•what  were  your  thou.^hts,  so  that  you  could  go  through  with 
this  ordeal  without  uttering  a  word  of  distress  and  ^ain?*' 
Her  answer  was  :  "I  thought  that  God  is  in  heaven  and  that 
ke  will  not  put  a  greater  bürden  on  me^^  the^n  I  can  endure" 

When  the  couple  got  married^  is  not  known,but  it  appears 
that  both  were  not  very  young,  because  the  man  was  ^^9  years 
old  and  his  spoase  Zj}   when  the  first  ckild  was  born  in  1804. 

17  years  later  the  youngest  child  was  born  C^umber  8)apparently 
under  unfavorable  auapicjles.  This  will  be  explained  in  a  later 
chapter . 

Abraham  Pelsenatein,  my  grandfather  was  the  sixtk 
child  and  it  appears,  that  he  came  to  be  regarded  somehow  as 
the  leader  of  the  family,  reppansible  for  kis  brothers  and 
sisters,  possibly  because  his  father  did  not  show  the  leader- 
ship  necössary  for  such  a  bg^g  big  family. 
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Seif  fulfill4mgmt   and   striving  for  persojijil  kappiness  was 

not  tke   ideal   and  pkiloso]»ky  ef   life  for  jieopie   ot   kis  gene- 

ration.   To.alive  up  to   one's  responsibilities  was  tke  compelling 
ujawritten  law  for  persons   at   a  kigkär   level   of    society   and 

eulture. 

A  man  would  not  consider  marrüiage  before  ke  feit 
sufficiently  seciire  economically  in  order  to  raise  a  familj 
to  Support  wife  and  ckildren. 

Abrakan  FelsensteiA  was  in  such  a  position  alreadj  in 

his  earlj  years;  tkis  comclusion  is  possible  from  a  still  ex- 
iß.sting  öalnee  skeet  of  kiß  firm  "  Gebrüder  Felsensteiix"  from 
tke  jear  18:J4. 

However,  ke  feit  it  was  kis  Obligation  to  marry  off 

tkree  older  sisters  first,  wkick  in  kis  time  meant  supplying 
tkem  witk  a  considerable  dowj^ry  in  cash  besides  an  elaborate 

trousseau. 

If  ke  kad  any  otker,  more  personal  reasona  for  post  - 
poning  marriage  is  not  known.  I  would  not  exclude  it  complete- 
ly  because  kuman  emotions  were  tke  same  at  all  ages. 

In  any  case^ke  did  marry  late,  a  girl  nearly  17  years 
kis  jxinior  and  wken  kis  f irst  child  -  my  fatker  -  was  Dorn 

in  1853  äe  was  nearly  40  years  old*   lothing  seems  to  kave 
been  wrong  witk  kis  masculinity,  since  over  tke  following 
16  years  tke  couple  was  blessed  witk  1p  ckildren,  all  Single 
birtks«  Wky  tke  numker  was  not  16,  was  nevQX   explained;  some 
cynic  remarked,  tkat  gandaotker  must  kave  kad  several  misear- 
riages  in  between. 

A  krotker  of  my  grandfatker,  wko  was  a  Rabbi  in  Hanau^ 
in  contrast,  kad  tkree  wij^es  and  no  ckildren.  Wken  ke  was 
duly  notified  of  a  new  arrival,  ke  called  it  •?  tke  yearly 
report  from  Fürtk".  Wketker  tke  remark  was  caused  by  a  cer- 
tain  pity  or  ky  eavy  and  inferior ity  complexj  I  doa't  dare 

to  judge« 

Wkat  was  tkis  marriage  like?  How  did  tke  life  of  tkis 
family  develop  under  tke  impact  of  its  steady  growtk  to  a 
size,  wkick  even  at  tkis  time  must  kave  been  considered  a 

"Population  explosion"? 
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By  all  accounts,  this  was  a  unit  completely  run  and  domina- 
ted  by  the  kusband;  it  was  in  every  respect  a  patriarckal»  Sys- 
tem, wkere  tke  wife  had  no  rigkt  to  make  any  decision,  wketker 
in  imfortant  proklems  or  even  samll  ones.  4nd  sJae  did  not  seem;^ 
to  mind  it,  possibly  realiaing,  tkat  ker  kusband  -  keing  muck 
oider  and  mature  -  was  far  superior  to  ker  intelleGtually,edu- 
cationally  and  socially.   Ske  was  brougkt  uf  in  a  peasant-typa 
milieu  in  a  little  village  witiiout  great  amkitions,  besides 
working  kard  and  saving  money  -  a  f airly  attracti\^  kealtky 
country  girl,  wko  saw  ker  destiny  in  being  a  good  wife,  to  bear 
ajftd  bring  up  cbildren,  run  tke  kousekold  witk  modesty,eff iciency 

tnd  tkrift. 

I  kn|w  ker  as  an  old  lady,  but  don't  remember  any  sti- 
mulating  conversation  during  Visits  or  at  tke  table.  Once  in 
a  wkile  we  ckildren  kad  a  meal  at  ker  kerne, because  it  was  cur 
duty  to  accept  ker  invitatioa.  Ske  was  ratker  quiet  and  could 
Sit  for  kours,  just  twiddling  her  tkumbs  and  you  could  judge  her 
mood  by  it;  because  wken  ske  became  aggravated  or  exoited,  she 
would  accelerate  tke  tempo  of  tkis  "activity". 

Ske  still  took  great  interest  in  the  succes»  of  the  kusi- 
ness,  in  wkick  ske  remained  a  partner  wjten  sbe  became  a  widow. 
Ske  also  repearedly  sternly  warn^d,  tkat  ker  sons  never  should 
dissolve  tke  partnerskipi  and  tkey  mever  did. 

One  tkimg  was  important  to  ker:  tke  progress  of  ker  grand- 
sons  in  tkeir  sckool  work  (  tke  education  of  tke  girl«  at  tkat 
time  did  not  seem  of  great  importance) ;3ke  tkerefore  promised 
a  praemiua  of  1u0  Mark  for  any  one,  wko  would  become  primus 
of  kis  class.  Tkis  amount  being  quite  3ubstantial,it  meant  a 
considerable  stimulant.  But,  it  also  could  be  a  draw-back: 
my  oldest  brotker  did  ackieve  tkis  goal,  but  ske  kald  back  and 
insisted,tkat  ke  kas  to  keep  it  up  for  ajaotker  term,  wkick  ke  did» 
However,  after  ke  kad  faif^  tkis  price,  ke  promptly  dropped  down 
close  to  tke  bottom  of  the  class! 

A  few  of  ker  ckildren  were  special  favorites,  but  tkey  all 
respeeted  and  revered  ker,  requestiiig  tkeir  own  ckildren  to  skow 
tke  same  devotion.  Tkerjfore  ok  occasions  like  ker  birtkday  or 

Bosch  Hasckonoh  all  ker  cnildren  and  nearly  50  grandckildren 
remembered  her  in  letters.  Naugkty  boys  as  we  were,  we  ridiculed 
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most  of  these  episte4.swhich  did  not  exactly  show  individual 
brilliancy  or  ideaa.  ^e  called  them  tiae  "may"  -  letters. 

The   reiitionshiß  to  the  spouses  of  ker  ckildren  remained 
ratner  cool.  My  mother  kad  tried  very  kard  to  get  closer  to 
ker  and  was  deeply  kurt^  wken  tke  cid  lady  once  told  ker: 
"  a  daugtker-in-law  is  not  a  daugtker". 

Tke  atmospkere  in  tke  kome  during  leisure  kours-  wkick 
mean  especially  Saturday  af  ternoonjlnust  kave  been  dull  and 
boring.  So,  wken  my  motker  as  a  young  giri  was  Visit ing  in  a 
very  afirited  kome  of  ker  relatives  in  Fürtk  and  tkey  set  out 
for  a  Visit  at  irelsensteins,  ske  was  warned:"  now,you  will  kear 
about  butter»  ckicken  and  geese  **  l 

Tkere  was  evidently  no  mutual  interest,  certaialy  no  sparks 
were  flying  during  tkis  first  meeting  of  tkeäf  two  young  peofle, 

wko  later  becane  my  parents. 

And  wken  after  tkeir  marriage,  my  maternal  grandfatker 

was  in  i?ürtk  and  visited  at  tke  Pelsenstein  kome  ,  ke  was  appal- 
led  ,  oxclaiming  "  this  is  sjöirit  -  killing  i, Geist  -  tötend)" 

He  probably  Wris   right,  but  ^  revieväng  tke  develop^ment  of  the 
folloY/ing  gererations,!  must  conclude ,  tkat  Hiö*e=Haiowledge  and 
sopkisticatioii  is  less  important  tnan  good  kealtk,  stamina, 
persöverance  and  a  certain  simpiicity.  How  rigkt  tke  old  Romans 

were  wken  tkey  stipulated  as  tkeir  ideaj  :  "mens  sana  in  cor- 
pore sano"! 

To  come  bacK  to  tke  question  "wkat  was  tke  marriage  liker" 
Did  my  grandmotker  really  love  ker  kusband  in  tke  sense  in  wkick 
we  today  judge  tke  success  or  failure  of  a  union?  Or,did  ske 

just  accept  ker  enormous  bürden  as  a  God  -  given  duty,  wkick 
allowed  ker  no  rest,  except  during  confinement  once  a  year? 

Tkere  oould  not  have  bG3n  much  opportunity  for  emotional  and 
romantic  involvement ;  and  in  tkeir  days  even  to  tkink  of  tke 
intimacy  of  life  togetker  was  taboo  -  to  talk  about  it  amongst 

*Mecent"  people  impossible.  So,  we  will  never  know. 

But,  wkat  we  can  be  sure  of  is,  tkat  tke  kusband  was  keld 

in  tke  kigkest  eateem  and  respect,  if  not  awe. 

Tke  fact,  tkat  my  grandmotker  did  not  adress  kirn  by  kis 

first  name  (at  least  in  front  of  otkers)but  by  "Felsenstein" 
would  indicate,  tkat  even  tke  latter  was  tke  case. 
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Even  for  my  own  generation  it  is  difficuit  to  comprekend  tke 
manmer  in  wkick  tke  life  of  a  f amilj  was  run  in  tke  aeaond 
kalf  of  tke  19tk  Century.   Tke  youngsters  of  tke  present  time 
will  kear  about  it  eitker  witk  disbelief  or  lack  of  under- 
Standing,  that  ckildren  accepted  it  witkout  revolting.  Of  course 
a  few  did,  kut  tkey  were  considered  "  black  sheep   '*  and  often 
sent  to  America. 

Parents  did  not  expect  or  desire  to  be  loved  by  tkeir 
ckildren,  to  be  coÄsidered  tkeir  friends»  Tkey  demanded  respect, 
obedience»  following  orders  witkout  Opposition  or  even  questio- 
Äing.  And  tke  fatker  wajtke  one^wko  layed  down  tke  law  and 

rules,  except  in  some  cases  where  tke  aotker  -  being  superior 
to  ker  kusband  in  willpower  and  intelligente  -  became  the 

"master  of  tke  kouse*'  • 

Abrakam  Felsenstein  was  not  tke  man  to  be  degraded 

ky  any  onc. 

Since  at  kis  death  in  1885  none  of  kis  gr and ckildren 
was  old  enougk  to  know  kirn,  tkis  report  is  based  on  tke  me- 
mtries  of  kis  widow,  kis  ckildren, relatives  and  aquaintances. 
Tkere  is  no  doubt,  tkat  ke  was  an  impressive  personality  as 
educator,  businessman,  leader  of  tke  Jewish  Community  and 
also  in  appearance.  He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian  witk  kis 
ckildren,  wkich  probably  was  a  necessity  if  ckaos  was  to  be 
avoided.  His  word  was  tke  law  and  puBiskment  apparently  un- 
necessary,  at  least  tke  corporal  type. 

Two  overrriding  mnterests  governed  kis  life  :religion 
and  Business,  the  guiding  rules  being  :  "ora  at  labora!" 

(  pray  and  work! ) 

Witk  tke  constantly  growing  family  and  responibility 
ke  probably  became  more  serious  and  stern,  not  wasting  any 
time  on  social  life  or  pleasure  and  recreation.   Wken  a  new 
baby  was  born  ke  looked  it  over  carefully  from  kead  to  toe 

and  wken  ke  was  satisfied,  ke  sa]^2  "none  is  too  many  for 
me  as  long  as  tkey  are  born  kealtky  and  normal". 

As  long  as  the  ckildren  were  small,  ke  probably  left 
everytking  to  his  wif e ,  except  the  control  of  necessary  spen- 

ding.  And  ke  concentrated  kis  efi'orts  to  develop  his  business 
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witk  considerable  success,  cutting  out  unxewarding  parts  in 
leatJaer  manuf actöb?ing,  more  and  more  concentrating  on  fürs, 
besides  certain  items  for  manuf actbfcring  brushes.  He  already 
travelled  to  London  to  buy  at  the  big  für  auctions;  a  considey^le 
enterprise  at  the  time  ©f  slow  and  not  too  coinl'or table  trains 

As  soon  as  the  first  sons  outgrew  earlj  childhood,  kis  in- 
terest  in  tkeir  schooling  became  paramount.  Because  kis  goal 
was  not  only  to  see  them  grow  in  knowlegge,  includmg  foreign 
languages,  but  also  in  Jewish  subjects,  in  studies  of  the  Tkorah 
and  Talmud.  Axißt  he   wanted  to  shield  them  at  the  same  time  from 
influences  undermingm«  tkeir  strict  orthodox  belief s;  in  public 
sckools  he  saw  the  risk  of  being  exposed  to  it. 

So,  togetker  with  several  otker  men  of  similar  belief s,ke 
founded  tke  Israelitische  Rcialschule  in  1862,  a  private Ij  run 
and  fmanced  school,  wkick  under  tke  guidance  of  a  carefully 
ckosen  staff  developed  into  an  Institution  of  learning  equal  to 
Biij   public  sckool  and  recognized  by  the  Bavarian  State  as  suck. 

Youngsters  graduating  from  this  sckool  were  recognized  as 
kaving  achieved  a  kigker  education,  theitfore  eligible  as  "2in- 
jäkrige",  wkick  means  tkey  kad  to  serve  only  one  year  in  the 
army  instead  of  2  or  :J  with  tke  possible  advancement  to  oflicer 
in  the  Reserve.  Tke  latter  was  not  of  great  interest  to  tke 
fomnders  of  tkis  sckool  and  witk  growing  an^i^-^somitism^^jrery 
few  Jewish  young  men  were  promoted  to  this 
by  tke  Germans. 

For   my  grandfatker  it  did  not  matter  anyway, because  none 
of  his  sons  ever  served  in  the  armed  forces.  How  the  old  gentle- 
man  ackieved  this,  1  doa't  know,  except  that  ke  did  send  tkree 
of  tkem  to  England  at  an  early  age.  As  for  all  the  otker s  -  ke 
migkt  kave  had  good  connectioas. 

^J.  ^^t   *f"^®  members  of  the  Abraham  Felsenstein  f amily  attended 
this  sckool  from  st^rt  to  finisk,  witk  tke  exception  of  myself . 
Only  tke  first  ^  years  did  I  attend  tke  jewish  school,  because 
of  my  very  early  desire  to  become  a  pkyaician  and  in  order  to 
study  medicme  graduation  from  a  Gymnasium  was  necessary. 
Tke  questiongwketker  I  skould  be  allowed  to  ckange  to  the  public 
sckool,  its  pro5and  cons,  were  widely  dmseussed  in  the  faiüily 
circle.  An  uncle  of  my  mother,  who  also  was  my  godfatker,  in  par- 
ticular  was  vekemently  opposed  to  it,  but  without  success.  He 
was  a  wise  old  fellow  and  maybe  not  so  wrong.  Had  my  grandfatker 
lived  at  the  time,  ke  migkt  possibly  kave  vetoed  the  plan 
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After  tke  death  of  feis  fatiier.  my  fatHer  took  kis  place  as  a 
-mno  ^'u^^  *^®  sckool  «nd  whea  he  moved  from  Fürtk  to  Leipzig  in 
1909.  kis  brother  Josef  replaced  kim.  Intefst  in  the  developUent 
aad  suMort  in  order  to  freserve  tkis  institution,  constantly 
tkreaäedea/  financial  difficultiea.  remained  atrong  in  tke  familj 
Olli  it  finally  feil  victim  to  tke  Nazi  persecution. 

lishei  S  Sf  ^.*"?  *  long  illustratad  article  «bout  it  was  pub- 
It  ias  h««L^  H^  faper  iacluding  a  good  picture  of  AkrakaS  ff. 
T  !?  "^^  expected  tkat  tkis  sckool  would  not  only  brixiK 
considerabie  kxiowledge  in  jewisk  atmdy  sukjects  to  its  studentsf 
but  also  kave  a  lasting  influence  concerning  their  life  in  tke 
direction  of  strict  ortkodoxy.  iöcperience  kas  skown^  tkat  tke 
resuits  m  tkis  respect  were  fax  below  100  %. 

It  was  up  to  tke  koae  and  tke  f amily  to  keep  tke  next  gene- 

iTs^Z   tJii^!J^'^^*^°'!^^^^•  "°*  succeasful  my  grandfatker 
was  in  tkis  endeavor^  still  amazes  me.  His  example  and  kis  teack- 

i^h.rf  ^n   ^^^"^   ''^'■^  impressive  on  kis  ckildren,  because  many 

even  ?n\?™^^^L^  ^^t   importance  of  the  synagogue  never  diminisked, 
even  in  times  of  great  stress.  To  illustrate  :  wken  ke  was  serious- 

of  iii  lltT   !'''":  ^'  ^'^'   '^'^  »^-^^^  Parapkernalia  -TelillT^J 

wken  tkey  went  to  the  serviiea. 

His  guidance,  influence  and  even  control  was  still  undi- 

continued  to  live  witk  the  parenta.  Althougk  my  father  kad  keen 
for  yeaxs  already  an  important  co-workex  il  tZ   busi^ess  wiJk 
considerable  responsibility,  ke  did  not  receive  a  salaxy  or  . 
partner  skip.  Any  apending  needed  tke  old  man 's  approval  so  tkai- 
wken  ke  got  engaged  and  feit  it  appropriate  to  5^30"« 'fwjf 
lor  kis  fiaacee,  ke  kad  to  ask  kis  father  for  5  Marki 

Tke  tiae  c^e  rher  tke  oldest  ones  reached  marriageable  age 
in  «eneral  considered  normal  in  tkese  circles  in  tke  early  twea- 

ties  for  girls.  tke  late  twenties  for  men.  how  was  this  important 
Problem  approached?  f^^^*ih. 
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ßxcept  in  big  cities  or  large  jewish  cocmunities  the  possibili- 
ties  for  7oung  people  to  meet,  so  that  täej   could  find  aiüate  only 
on  the  basis  of  personal  contact  and  attraction,  wer«  rÄiier  limi- 
ted. People  were  generally  not  very  mobile  and  it  seems  understan- 
aabie^  that  tiie  Institution  of  marriage  brokers  was  considered 

^Ti!^®''«,!^^-^^^^''''*  ""^^  immoral,  even  in  the  kigher  eciielon  of  So- 
ciety. These  people  travelled  a  good  deal  and  developed  widespread 

connections.   In  order  to  build  up  and  preserve  a  good  reputation. 
they  had  to  use  good  judgl^Taent  and  act  with.iionesty  -  if  possifcle 
also  witJa  tact  -  like  brokers  in  any  other  business.  Because  it 
was  a  business,  and  since  tkeir  coBmision  was  based  on  the  siae 
Ol  the  dowry,  they  were  mostly  interested  in  working  for  well- 
üo-ao  circiejr. 

Felaer^i-^J't^^'H^^r®  brokers  tried  their  luck  also  with  the  family 

ever  were  suggested  aad  brought  to  conclusion  by  relatives. friends 
and  business  acquaintances. 

k«.^-..  "^^^^  factorshad  to  be  considered  as  of  first  imBortance- 
i^d  ä^estiH"'  Situation  and  religious  attitude.  Thorough'tu^y 

prospectivim-laws,  mostly  without  the  knowledge  of  the  .eo.le 
most  concerned.  ünly  after  the  groundwork  was  fompleted  ?o  ?he  «u- 

ZLrl/       V^""  ""'''  ''  *^*  "Braut-Schau"  although  sLetLJs 

r  p  j":n:^-  r::.::::,-  ^rzr-  -  r 

people  mto  marriage-  was  unusual.  but  some  kinri  «f  hT,.iK  "^   ** 
not  out  of  the  questlon.  ^  öribery  was 

»ne  Of  äefLrKr^fd^adJäS.*;^'"'  *'^^  **°  failures,  although 
was  hia  refn*=7  J;^'®«'^^  advanced  to  an  engagement.  The  first  one 

Ss^oi^?  :iiiie\i::Sf."  -  »^^-—  -  ^  ^--  — ^ 

livaf  Lf  ciaracLJror^f  ^  '?'  ^°'"*  "^«^«  '«   ^^^^^  1°°^   «t   the 
fusion     I  wiU  Jjilow  Le  H  ^^J^-^^^^on.   To  avoid  too  mucn  con- 

,    1  will  lollow  the  design  of   the  family  album   and  treat 
every  branch  as  a  unit.   which  includes  the  „^randchildren  of 
Abraham  Felsenstein. 
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la  ooaclusion  of  his  own  story  ,  I  must  report^  that  in  his 
last  jears  ke  auffered  from  a  heart  coÄdition.  Whetiier  he  ever 
kad  aa  attack  of  coronaxy  occlusion^  cannot  be  known.  Diagnos- 
tic facilities  nearly  100  years  ago  were  ratn^r  limited, 
electro  -  cardiograpliy  unknown.  But,  fiom  tke  medical  point 
of  view,it  is  mtereating^  that  kis  family  pkysician  evideatly 
did  understand  kis  condition  quite  well.  He  was  a  muck  beloved 
o^d  sckSoi/'"''''''^  clinician.not  of  tke  old,  but  tke  very 
He  was  skocked  wken  ke  keard^  tkat  tke  old  gentleman  kad 

ät*one°ol  tie  Sri'""^?  "  =°^«^^*«<i  ^  Professor  SlLScLe'^ 
at  one  ©f  tke  not  too  f ar  away  universitiea  and  was  taking  a 

well^tkat  tkese  "eures"  are  very  strenuous.  How  rigkt  ke  wJs! 
Returning  froa  Naukeim,  ke  stopped  at  kis  daugtker's  kome  in 
Frankfurt  and  died  tkere  on  July  ^9.1885 

Pr«eeeding  to  tke  next  gener atian,  tke  many  branckes 
desceading  from  my  grandfatker,  I  kave  to  stress  two  poifits: 
some  of  tkem  k.ve  been  very  close  to  me,  tkeir  lives  inter- 
-wowe»  witk  mine,  so  tkat  my  recordiiig  ia  toased  on  my  own  ex- 
ferieaces  and  involvement;  otkera  were  livin-  far  away,  some 
•f  tkem  I  even  kad  never  met  #ersonally  and  i   kave  to  xely  oa 
^  motker*     Knowledge  and  stories,  originating  mostly  from 

About  my  own  oarents,  witk  wkom  I  kad  tke  dosest  rela- 
tioBskip  in  every  respect  for  nearly  50  years,  I  kave  so  many 
memorieaii  tkat  tkey  alone  could  fill  many  pages;  so,  I  wxli 
try  to  uib  restraint  and  to  bring  out  only  events,  attitudes 
and  ckaracteristics,  wkick  ajipear  relevant  for  seeing  tkem 
as  tke  Personalities  tkey  were. 

«^>  Jt°S   I?u°^  i3  known  akout  tke  youtk  and  adolescent  years 
of  my  fatker,  wko  was  körn  ia  1853.  j   »^=> 

r..i^  ?^°  *^?®  *^^  filled  witk  intensive  ackooling,  practicing 
religioii  and  work  as  early  as  age  15,  wken  ke  already  was 

sant  out  for  kis  fatker 's  business,  travelling  in  uncomfortable 
korse  -  drawn  fost  carriagee.  •». 

Tkere  was  no  sport,  no  fun  or  eatertaSlment  to  apeak  of 
ao  vacatxon;  but  a  constant  reminder  of  his\esponsio!my 
as  tke  first  -  born  to  give  a  good  example  to  his  younger 
siblings.  le  didreceive  dancing  lessons,  but  apparently  i 
ke  was  aeitker  adept  nor  enthusiastic  about  tkis  activity. 
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Siegfried  jrelsenstelu 

iti.does  not  appear^  that  he  had  lived  what  we  might 
call  bis  own  life,  either  ixx  his  formative  years  or  as  a  young 
man.  He  was  still  ruled  and  directed  by  his  father,  according 
to  the  traditional  paternalistic  System,  in  which  people  reached 

some  independence  only  after  they  had  married  and  left  the  parents' 
home  to  start  their  own  family. 

As  I  had  indicated  before,  in  the  choice  of  a  mate^^the 
personal  attraction  was  not  allowed  to  piay  the  main  and  deci- 
sive  role;  only  after  many  other  factors  had  been  considered 
on  both  sides  to  be  satisf actory,  would  the  young  man  proceed 
to  go  on  "Braut  -  Schau"  and  give  the  young  girl  a  Chance  to 
look  over  the  prospective  husband  and  get  some  idea  of  his  pecr- 
sonality  and  char acter. 

Certainly  the  physical  factors  could  not  very  well  be 
evaluated  in  the  Victorian  era  and  there  must  have  heen  many 
cases  of  unpleasant  surprises^  when  the  young  couple  for  the 
first  time  faced  each  other  in  the  intimacy  of  the  wedding  night. 

Several  months  of  engagement  were  condidered  adequate,  and 
during  this  time  the  young  people  had  an  opportunity  to  learn 
more  about  each  other  in  frequent  conversations,  if  they  lived 
in  the  same  city.  i^ren  during  this  time  any  erotic  approach 
was  frowned  upon  and  in  many  cases;^  the  couple  never  got  a  chance 
for  it^since  they  were  not  allowed  to  be  together  anywhera  with- 
out  a  chaperone. 

In  other  cases, they  had  to  rely  on  communication  by  letters 
which  was  of  queötionable  value,^  except  for  the  highly  educated  ' 
and  sophisticated.  It  was  by  no  means  an  exception,  if  these 

letters  were  of  a  r outine  form,  be cause  they  were  copied  from 
a  book,  a  so-called  "Briefsteller". 

The  one  good  thing  about  these  periods  of  engagementsM 
was  the  opportunity  to  break  it,  if  one  or  the  other  found  too 
many  faults  in  the  prospective  partner. 


^'  , 
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But  in  most  cases  their  judg'jjment  was  blurred-  because 
they  lived  in  a  State  of  anticipation  of  married  bliss  and 
gradually  succumbed  to  nature's  demand  in  tue  belieiV  that 
they  really  were  happily  in  love. 

The  life  of  the  HBgaged  coupie  had  undergone  such  a  complete 
change,  which  no  doubt  contributed  to  their  feeling  of  happi- 
ness  especially  fox  the  girl,  who  was  kept  in  a  flurry  of  ac- 
tivity.  Bverybody  spoiled  her,  she  was  showered  with  presents 
not  only  from  her  fiance,but  all  the  family  and  friends!     ' 

trnLlT^  *°.^^  ^""^^  ^^   compxetely  furnished,  an  elaborate 

trousseau  assemoled.  decisions  and  preparations  made  for  the 

that'^Lr^h!  *''°^^^^  °*^«'  *^i^6S  occupied  tüue  axid  mind^  so 
that  when  the  great  day  came^  she  was  too  overwhiiad  to  coücen- 

wl^e'she  ^'i^b^t'*''  °'   "^'^  '^''   "'^^  *^'^  ^^^^^^  -^'  -^°SB^ 

^r.-^^J^^'^J,   f"^   engagement  of  my  parents  I  am  able  to  give  a 
pretty  good  descnption,  because  I  heard  the  story  from  my 
mother  many  times.  "^ 

wii-h  h,-^''  ?^J°^^«y  to  tiie  für  auctions  in  London  together 
wxth  his  old  man,  a  stop  -  over  for  one  day  was  axrafged  L 
Hanmu,  where  Rosa, the  oldest  child  of  Michael  Fürth  and  his  wife 
iZlä   ^r*"^'^S  ^^°-  H-^-S  was  born  in  1860  and  e'ucated 
The  education  of  girla  was  usually  not  on  the  same  leveJ/as  for 
boys.  Next  to  gener al  humanistic  studies,  literaturSoraign 
languagea  .ere  stressed,  and  music  lessens  were  a  must  for  the 

tltlTt  °i   *^\"-^^^«^"  «l^sses.  They  also  were  thoroughly 
tramed  to  know  how  to  run  a  household  efficiently  and  to 

liffstyi:. '''''''  "'''^^  '"^'^  '^'^"^^  '°  ^^^^  accodligg  to  their 

tual  one  He  had  «niversity  education  and  atudied  for  the  Rab- 

o^TlilTi-^T  \''\'"^T  actively  used  his  extensive  knowledge 
on  a  pulpit.  Instead  ,  he  worked  as  a  partner  in  the  banking 

cenira?e  Sf  in^°^  ""t'   brothers.   It  appears^  that  he  did^c^^- 
centrate  his  interest  on  this  activity,  preferr^d  to  spend  a 

good  deal  of  his  time  reading  and  studying  worldl^  and  bibiical 
ixterature.  He  was  akan  of  high  principles,  stern^but  basicany 
very  soft  hearted.  <<\^o.,A  ^^-lx^t 
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How  awicward  the  appearance  of  this  young  businessman  laust 
have  been,  I  caii  well  imagine  -  especially  for  the  young  girl  - 
That  they  had  a  Short  Chance  meeting  bef ore ,  without  any  evident 
mutual  intereat,  I  had  mentioned.  Now,  they  wäre  confronted  with 
the  possibility  of  seeing  each  other  as  man  and  wife.  Could  they 
possibly  form  a  clear  judg^ment  of  tue  heart  and  soulji  of  the 
Person  they  were  supposed  to  study? 

th«  f JJ^i^  conversation  centered  around  the  practical  things, 
the  form  of  life  they  wanted  to  live.  I  don't  even  thinic.  that 
thxs  conversation  was  very  lively  and  ce^tainly  did  nof|o  into 
the  depth  of  their  philosophy  -  if  they  had  any. 

.ir.l'^«  *J^P  Tf   *°  ^^  °°^  '1^^*'^  satisfactory  to  tue  younß 
gxrl.  My  father  had  told  her  about  his  worie  and  his  travels  ^^ 

Italy.  He  also  appeared  very  matter  -  of  -  fact  and  in  no  wav 
romant.c.  She  tallced  about  it  in  the  circle  of  her  f^i^y.  2d 
being  deeply  religious  in  the  orthodox  tradition,  expressed  her 

"ioSr"'""'^-'''^*  ""^   '"'«'^*  "^*  ^"  ^y  restaurant-that  has  a 
koscher"  sign  on  the  door.  ^       4 

One  of  her  uncles,  who  already  had  become  very  liberal 

SrL'Iess's'trl^t'^an^f  ''""'"  ?^  ^^°"'^  '^  ^'^^   *°  S«*  «  »-C 
wno  IS  iess  strikt  and  conservati\fe  in  these  matters.  ^ 

1  .  '^^  !"^^*  *^®  ^^""^  °^  ^°^  J^^  characteristics,  she  was 
lectured  by  the  factotum  of  the  house  -  a  dearly  beloved  lldv 
uneducated  ,but  with  a  remarkable  o-ifi-  «-p  ^1  ^^-^o^ed  lady, 

•     -■-»'u  d  xBmarÄaDxe  giit  of  common  sense;  she 

The  unfavorable  Impression  he  made,  caused  the  immediate 

tlT  ty^TV"   "^"'^  ^cle.that  he  sees  a  negative  Sl^  the 
fact^  that  this  man  was  accepted  as  a  son  -  in  -  law 

There  was  not  much  time  to  spare,  because  the  train  for 

wait"so"tHr  '°  '''"^*^^  "^"^  '^°^---'-  ^^«  --^--3  would  not 
wait.  So,  the  same  evening  the  engagement  was  perfected  and 

-  I  assume  -  sealed  with  a  formal  and  family  -  approved  engagement 
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Wo  serious  problems  seemed  to  have  come  up  and  the  wedding 
took  place  on  December  2b.  1881,  followed  by  a  honeymoon  trip 
to  Munich  and  Vienna;  but  there  the  bridegroom  already  gave  his 
young  wife  an  indication  where  bis  main  interests  remained. 
it  was  notbing  serious,  but  be  used  tbe  occasion  to  contact 
some  businesa  acquaintance  and  asked  the  bride  to  wait  for  him 
in  one  of  tbose  populär  coffee  bouses.  He  must  bave  gotten  so 
involved  m  business  conversation^  that  he   leturned  much  iater 
than  planned  and  it  is  understandable,  tbat  a  bitter  drop  al- 
ready  bad  fallen  into  tbe  cup  of  bappiness. 

nr  K.!!""®  *S®^^  *^®^^  ''''^^^^  ^^PPy  °^  *^s  it  difficult  for  one 
or  both  partners  to  adjust  to  tbe  radical  cbange  and  new  e^Z 

rience  of  life  in  close  togetberness?  Nobody  ever  talked  about 
it,  and  to  ask  questions  of  tbis  kind  would  bave  been  untninkable 
But,  there  seems  to  be  some  indication  in  tbe  latter  direction. 
In  most  of  tbe  new  marriages  at  tbis  time  the  wife  became  preg- 
nant  very  promptly  -  there  was  no  family  planning,  no"pill". 

^iL  r.i^lZ''''^   ^''f''^  ^^""^   °^®^^  P^°°^  °^  unquestionable  ferti- 
lity of  the  couple.  But,  not  before  more  th^n  ^^■   montbs  bad 
pasöed  was  tbe  first  child  born. 

There  is  no  doubt^  that  both  partners  did  their  best  to 
build  thexr  mariiage  into  a  successful,  solid  union.  By  upbrin^- 
ing,  example  and  char acter  they  were  conscious  of  their  rSsp^f 

of  äe*fi?li^«'  ""h*  """i^   5°''  *^^^^  °"^  S°°'i'  ^^*  «ISO  for  that 
of  the  f amilies  and  most  of  all  their  off spring.  But.  the  dif- 

ticulties  of  adjustement  must  bave  been  considerable;  tbe  city 

of  Fürth  and  the  social  circla^  in  which  the  couple  moved 

iJtTlt^J^i^^   or  distarit  family  -  was  not  very  stimulating  or 
attractive  My  motherhad  such  a  deep  attachement  to  the  home  of 
her  own  youth  and  most  of  all  to  her  f ather ,  that  she  nevex 
feit  fully  comfor table  in  the  change.  For  her,  the  ideal  place 
to  live  was  Frankfurt,  not  only  because  it  is  so  near  to  Hanau 
but  also  because  there  was  a  very  active  jewish  spiritual  life  ' 
in  a  large  congregation.in  some  wayjmore  worldly  and  modern 
combined  with  tradition  and  orthodoxy.  Her  hope  for  many  years 
was  a  move  to  tbis  city.  Of  course,  f or  my  f ather  -  considering 
bis  business  responsibility  -  tbis  was  out  of  the  question. 
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Half  in  j^t  he  promisea  in  the  early  years  of  marriage  to  make 

this  movei:  when  he  would  have  acquired  the  first  miliion;  but, 
he  did  not  keep  this  promisel 

HJven  more  difficult  must  have  been  the  adjust^ment  of 
two  people  to  each  other,  being  very  different  in  character  and 
Ideals.  My  father  was  a  man  of  pragmatic  goals,  concentrating 
his  intelligence  and  efforts  on  carrying  on  and  building  up  the 
family  bmsin^iess.  He  was  an  extrovert  with  the  capacity  of  en- 
aoying  everything  good  in  Imfe,  an  Optimist,  who  would  deal  with 
adversities  in  a  cool  and  practical  way,  not  allowing  himself 
to  be  overwhelmed  by  worries.  He  would  make  his  decisions  quick- 
ly  without  arguing  bacK  and  forth  with  himself  or  others.  His 
desires  in  the  style  of  living  were  never  extravagant  and  al- 
ways  less  tha^he   could  alYord.  But,  if  it^^mething  he  really 
would  enjoy,  he  gladly  paid  for  it.  As  example:  to  travel  to 
London,  which  he  had  to  do  5  -  ^  times  a  year,  by  the  luxurious 
and  expensivi^Orient  -  Express  train  he  just  loved. 

His  sister  -  in  -  law,  Nelly  Pränkel,  rightly  called  him 
••ein  Lebenskünstler"  -  an  artist^f  living.  His  emotional  life, 
if  there  was  much  of  it,  never  Beemed  to  play  a  big  role. 

Mother  however,  was  an  introvert,  highly  sensitivdand  with 
deep  emotions.  She  was  brought  up  in  a  well  -to-do  envirlfment, 
80  she  took  it  for  grantedj(  that  she  always  could  afford  what 
she  needed  or  wanted  in  life  ,i.e.  what  can  be  bought  for  money. 
Her  demands  for  the  niceties  of  living  were  always  very  modest, 
luxuries  she  did  not  care  for  and  if  her  husband  insisted  on  it, 
she  some times  rejected  it  or  accepted  it  without  real  pleasure. 
She  had  cultural  interests,  liked^o  play  the  piano  (not  expertly) 
go  to  concerts  and  once  in  a  while  to  the  theatrc.  Her  home  was 
her  World  and  she  did  everything  a  good  housewife  was  supposed 
to  do.  Correspondence  played  a  considerable  role.  When  my  father 
was  away  on  business,  which  was  about  6  months  of  the  year, letters 
were  exchanged  daily.  But  she  also  wrote  every  day  to  her  father 
for  nearly  ^0  years  tili  his  death;  and  regulär ly  to  her  sister 
and  her  older  brother  after  her  father »s  death. 

However  with  the  growing  family  her  interests  concen- 

trated  more  and  more  upon  the  children.  And  the  family  did  indeed 
grow.Between  1882  and  1889  she  had  ^   pregnancies,  4  living  boys 
and  following  the  first,  twins,  who  died  at  birth.  Of  this  loss' 
she  talked  with  sadness  even  in  later  years.  Since  she  was  not 
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of  a  Streng  Constitution,  these  rapidly  succeding  births 
weakeded  her  to  a  poin-^  wJiere  she  was  near  a  complece  physical 
breakdown.  My  own  Coming  into  tiiis  world  probably  caused  it  - 
but  I  refuse  to  accept  any  repponsibility!  That  I  did  not  turn 
out  to  be  a  girl  -  as  ardently  hoped  for  -  I  also  cannot  be  blamedC 
My  father  seemed  to  get  over  this  disappoint^ment  rather  quictly; 
ins  remark  was  "tliis  kid  is  already  smarter  than  we  are." 

Oonsidering  the  frequent  absence  from  home  of  the  fatlier, 
it  became  more  and  more  a  necessity  for  our  mother  to  give 
guidance  and  education  to  the  children,  something  for  which 
she  was  well  equipped  intellectually  and  emotionally.  She  ccu  Id 
be  very  serious  andstern,  but  always  in  a  form  which  left  no 
doubt  about  feer  deep  affection  and  devotion  to  cur  weif are. 
^en  when  father  was  at  home,  he  did  not  spend  much  time  with 
hxs  boys  in  conversation  or  teaching  -  except  some  reading  of 
heorew  scriptures.  There  was  something  remote  about  him;  wehad 
great  respect  for  him,  but  hardly  missed  him  when  he  was  away. 

When  you  think  of  all  the  mischief  4  growing  boys  can  get 
into,  you  will  xmderstand^  that  some  punishment  should  have 
Deen  meted  out  and  occasionally  mother  asked  him  to  prove  his 
authority.  But,  he  never  laid  hands  on  any  of  us.  Whether  he 
was  too  soft  -  hearted  for  it  or  just  did  nof ^lt*$nvolved 
IS  questionable.  I  remember  when  he  explained  his  refusal  by 
telling  mother:  during  my  short  presence  at  home  I  don't  want 
to  make  BHemies  out  of  my  children! 

Jispecially  in  later  years  he  showed  deep  interest  in 
their  educaticnal  advancement  and  nothing  seemed  too  mucn  for 
him  to  help  them  become  knowleg#able  in  foreign  languages. 
The  3  older  sons  were  sent  for  1  -  2  years  to  London, Paris 
or  Floren^  and  even  I  -  although  I  did  not  plan  on  a  business 
carrfer^  -  was  given  the  opportunity  during  long  vacations 
to  study  Snglish  in  a  boarding  school  in  Bamsgate  and  in  London, 
French  at  the  academy  of  weuchatel.  This  foresight  proved  to 
be  most  valuable  when  we  all  had  to  leave  Germany. 

Ifnquestionably,  he  was  very  proud  of  his  sons  and  to  the 
embarrassement  of  our  mother  he  could  talk  at  length  about  them 
to  people^  who  wereji  hardly  interested.  He  saw  each  one  of  them 
through  rose-colored  glasses.  Mother  .however.whoS^  attachment 
and  love  was  of  a  different  nature  and  went  much  deeper.was 
more  objectiv^axid  could  be  very  critical  , 
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fey  the  reLlJ  Jh  /  f !   "^  '^'  ""'  ^°*  '^^'«^^'^  ^^«-^«'i 

But  L  w     ^""^  '^°^'  •"''"  °"^"^^  ^^^  *°  ^«  called-tixe  Baron" 
I  d::ft';a:?^tr"''"'^  "^^  "°i  *°°  «--^  *°  -each. 

showed  interesf  irafrhoSard*SSirTS:  ^^'  '^^'^'  ^^^'^ 
not  only  very  öfter,  on    '"'''"^^«^iairs  and  accompanied  motha- 

also  wJn  :S  vis1ted\e^^^^^f.L°S^  L^f  ?  \°^^^'°'^'  ^"* 
on  my  advise.  taste  and  crmcis^  i.-!      f  °"''  '°  '"'^ 
i.e  soiaetimes  remarked,  that  I  prob;bIy  wiTn   ''^  ^"'"^^^  ^^ 

and  when  i  caie  hoiae  from  school  °°^*  ^f^ctionate  towards  üa- 
was  "is  mom  home?"  No  wondir  Sit  fhf^''f^  Question  to  the  maid 
mutual  and  we  could  of ten  sit  nH  \ ^!   °^^  relationship  became 
of  conversation,  which  fln,^!  ^  talk.never  running  out  of  topics 
NO  wonder  also?'that  ^'soSe  Sayfm^h'"^"^  oiefamily  tales. 
affection,  causing  en^  ^«""^  ««^-^^other  spoUed  ae.  showing  great 

call  .e  Voseph-M^i^Tw:^  I  aLf th^nk'^f^^if '/^°  ''°'''^   *^- 
need.  whicü  was  nm-  i^  /  ^   fUled  some  emotional 

a^  wnicü  was  not  in  my  father's  charactex  to  satisfv 
I  believe^  that  here  w.«  a«™^+.i,  •    .  SdT;isty. 

often  feit  annoyed  or  neRLcted  whfn^K''  *^®''  ^^  ^«  ^o"»«'  SHe  also 
She  would  reproach  hL  by  sayfL*  "  «n  *^'  ''^^  ^"^^  comunicativ^. 
is  your  business  and  the  "Sf^^tpf .  "T  T   ^^*^^'««*«<i  i^ 
spend  a  lot  of  time  readinf  ^       Zeitung"!  He  did  indeed 

-Limes  -  but  there  were  4  editions  daily! 
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A  woman  of  such  intense  feelings  and  need>  f er  close  attache- 
ment  to  those  she  loved^  had  very  little  freedom  ol"  expression 
of  her  emotions  at  the  turn  of  the  Century,  especially^  if 
she  was  brought  up  in  the  ideas  of  strict  moral  and  religious 
values.  And  still,  when  I  think  back,  I  believe  that  she  had 
established  a  deep  affinity  to  a  man,  who  was  in  every  way 
the  opposite.to  her  husband,  a  man  of  books  and  high  Ideals 
not  really  interested  in  the  inherited  business,  which  he 
carried  oii.  I  am  still  rather  convinced,  that  this  friendshi]» 
remained  platonic  tili  its  txagic  end;  not  only  because  of 
the  moral  inhibitions  of  both  Personalities, but  also  because 
this  man  was  anything  but  an  aggressive  lover::"'BhvsicallH 
weak,  ^   r  ^  r- 

Although  I  was  in  my  early  childhood  -  maybe  in  the 
year  189:^  -  I  still  remember  the  shock^  which  hit  our  house 
when  this  man  of  about  30  suddenly  died  of  a  cerebral  hemor- 
rhage  in  the  night  of  Tische  -be  Av  ,thä  day  of  deep  Jewish 
mo Urning, which  he  had  spent  in  prayer  and  f asting  against 
doctor's  advise.  It  was  indeed  a  tragic  event,  since  his 
mother  (who  was  also  a  close  friend  of  our  family)had  becone 
a  widow  in  her  young  years  after  few  years  of  marriage  to 
her  uncle.who  was  much  older  -  already  had  lost  her  older 
daughter,who  was  married  to  my  father's  brother  Eugene  in 
London  and  died  following  the  birth  of  her  first  child. 
An  ixidication  of  the  measure  of  this  loss  f  or  my  mother  was 
the  fact,^  that  for  years  after  she  kept  a  kind  of  "Jahrzeit" 
on  the  day  of  his  passing, 

Years  later,  when  she  suffered  a  severe  depression, 
she  Kept  talking  to  me  about  her  "sins"  and  I  suspect^that 
subconsciously  this  had  something  to  do  in  connectioxx  te  wc'^V 
this  friendship,  in  which  she  might  have  had  phantasies  of 
forbidden  happiness  -  even  if  not  in  reality. 

Injspite  of  our  close  relationship  she  never  talked 
to  me  about  this  episode  while  she  was  well  nor  do  I  think 
that  she  did  to  anybody  eise  -  least  of  all  to  her  husband; 
but  the  af termath  of  an  emotional  storm  might  have  left 
its  mark. 

Much  as  we  were  close  and  uxiderstood  each  other 
witn  mutual  respect,  there  was  one  problem^which  causod 
fnctiOix,  arguments  and  sometimes  a  real  split.  From^j»^ 
my  early  youth, about  age  l4,when  I  had  started(o  think  my 


21 

ERNEST  S.  FELSENSTEIN,  M.  D. 
2  NORTH  BROADWAY 
WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y. 

White  Plains  9-3593 

own  thoughts,Loec^an  to  doubt  and  to  question  the  validity 

Ol*  the  religiöus  teaching|twhich  played  such  an  all  -  importanä 

role  in  my  educationjiiiupbr inging  as  well  as  in  the  daily  life 

of  our  family.  I  am  sure  that  ttiese  doubts  would  have  been  un- 

avoidable  sooner  er  later,  but  there  was  one  event|Which  acted 
as  a  trigger. 

A  banker,whom  I  had  always  condidered  as  somebody  like 
aj;i  holy  man  because  of  his  unquestionable  and  constantly  demon- 
strated  devot ion  to  Jewish  orthodoxy,  suddenly  had  disappeared 
after  cheating  a  lot  of  little  people  out  of  their  savings, 
which  they  had  entrusted  to  him  in  open  and  even  locked  depots. 
I  could  not  reconcile  the  contradiction  of  the  appearance 

and  the  facta.  I  started  to  fight  openly  for  my  own  thoughts 
and  convictions  -  in  comtrast  to  the  attitude  of  my  older 
brothersjwho  to  a  great  extend  shared  my  views,Dut  avoided 
open  controversies  -  although  for  quite  a  long  time  I  continued 
to  follow  the  rules  laid  down  for  us  in  the  häme,but  more  and 
more  objecting  to  all  the  restrictions,  the  do's  and  Qnn'ts. 

I  bombarded  the  private  teacher,who  in  4  weekly  lessons  tahgfet 
me  Talmud,  with  embarrasing  questions,  which  he  often  could 
not  answer  -  possibl^y/  secrgjjjg  agreeing  with  my  doubts. 
My  father,  who  was  away  fron  so  much  anyway,kept  pretty  well 
out  of^these  discussions,but  the  arguments  continued  frequently 
with  t»*  mother. 

I  remeinber  once  having  ended  a  lively  discussioxi^in 
which  we  both  had  stood  our  ground,  with  the  remark  2 
"I  admit  one  can  remain  an  orthodox  Jew  and  still  be  a  decent 
human  being".  This  did  not  sit  well  with  my  mother ! 

For  the  strength  of  her  conviction^no  less  than  of  her 
fighting  spirit,  I  will  give  one  example. 

At  the  age  of  '<LeL   during  my  medical  studies  I  had  to  en- 

roll  in  the  army, which  I  did  in  Munich^This  necessitated  my 

confinement  in  the  barracks  for  many  weeks  and  certainly  the 

War  Departement  did  not  provide  kosher  food.A  sister  of  my 
mother  lived  in  Munich  and  being  just  as  devoted  to  orthodoxy 
she  was  pa^ared  to  bring  meals  to  me  every  day  according  to 
my  mother  »s  wishes. But,  being  an  inte^iligent  lady^she  knew  my 

attitude  and  when  she  asked  me  straitf orward^whether  I  would 
confine  my  food  to  the  kosher  one,I  Just  as  straitf orward  CD 
told  her  not  to  go  to  all  that  trouble.  She  communicated  this 

to  her  sister  with  the  result,that  I  did  not  ^et  a  line  from 
my  mother  for  a  long  time.  This  was  a  kind  of  test  of  wills 
and  probably  just  as  hard  for  her  as  for  myself . 


,  ■} 
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Over  the  years  it  became  evident,  that  success  and  grov/th  of 
the  für  business  had  to  be  transferred  to  Leipzig,  which  was 
the  Cents«  of  the  market  on  the  jjJuropean  continent,  not  only  for 


trading,  but  especiaily  for  bringing  out  the  neauty  of  the  raw 
skins  by  tanning  and  dying.  In  the  vicintty  of  Leipzig  this  had 
developed  into  an  important  industry. 

A  younger  partner  and  my  orother  Semy  already  lived  there 
-  my  uncle  teiling  me  at  every  occasion^  that  he  had  moved  to 
Leipzig  right  after  my  birth,being  a  bacheler  at  the  time  - 
but  my  f ather  postponed  the  move  to  this  city  tili  I  had  gra- 
duatea  from  the  Gymnasium  in  1909« 

Nobody  really  shed  many  tears  when  the  day  of  the  depar- 

ture  from  Fürth  arrived;  we  were  looking  forward  to  the  life  in 
the  big  city,  which  had  so  much  more  to  off er  in  many  respects. 


especiaily  cuiturally.  It  was  a  cent»  for  books,  art  and  music, 
had  one  of  the  outstanding  universitiesx  with  a  500  years  his- 
tory  actually  the  oldest  in  Germany.  Not  only  did  this  move  re- 

unite  US,  my  parents  and  myself  with  the  two  older  brothers, 
but  the  relationship  with  the  uncle  and  his  big  family,  which 
was  established  there,  became  a  great  asset){  for  everyone.  I 
will  refer  to  this  attach^ment  later  on,  when  a  description  of 

the  branch  Isidor  Felsenstein  follows« 

X  So,  it  was  not  difficult  to  ad  just  to  this  new  enviroment, 
life  being  so'^more  activc  and  challenging.  It  was  in  l909fWhen 

Gebrüder  Felsenstein  builA"  a  beautiful  business  house  at  the 
centifiß  of  the  für  trade,  across  from  the  new  railroad  Station, 

which  surpassed  in  size  and  modern  equip^ment  all  others  in  5urope, 

Everybody  took  great  in^erest  in  the  progress  of  this  building, 
including  myself.  Most  of  all  my  brother  Alfred  immersed  himself 
completely  in  planning  and  super visioxx  of  this  enterprise,study- 
ing  all  the  blueprints  in  endless  meetings  witfi^with  architects 
and  builders,  convincing  the  chefs  of  the  desirability  of  every 
possible  improvement  and  beautif ication.  The  result  was^  that 
the  cost  run  to  more  than  100%  over  the  original  estimate;but 

nobody  really  minded,  because  they  all  were  proud  of  the,feiöilevement • 

I  had  Started  my  studies  at  the  medical  f aculty  of  the 
Leipzig  Üniversity,  but  found  life  too  confining  at  home  ,also 

not   very  conducive   to   intensive-^tudies;    besides,   my  bt^thers   com- 
plainedjj^   that   I   "smelled   of    corpses'*,   which  probably  was   true 
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foliowin^many  hours  of  werk  in  the  disaection  hall  of  the 
ppatomy.  MSo,  my  father  being  very  cobperative  and  generous,I 
left  Leipzigkfter  one  semster  and  transferred  to  Munich, 

This  being  my  first  prolongjded  Separation  from  the  paren- 
tal  home,  starting  a  life  in  füll  academic  and  personal  freedom, 

my  father  must  have  worried  about  the  temptations  of  this  freedom 
and  -  probably  prodded  by  my  mother  -  while  driving  with  me 
to  the  Station,  started  holdingly  and  stammering  to  warn  me  of 
the  dangers,  which  might  be  lliiking  for  me  in  that  gay  city  of 
Munich.   Realizing  his  discomfort  and  embarrass^ment ,  I  inter- 
rpptea  his  speech,  reassuring  him,  that  I  was  fully  aware  and 
quite  knowledg^able  concerning  this  problem.  How  relieved  he 
was  to  drop  the  subject! 

Life  in  Germany/  as  in  most  other  iSuropean  countries  in  the 
early  years  of  the  idOth  Century^  was  rather  smooth  and  pleasant, 
especially  for  the  so  -  called  "upper  class",  which  meant  the 
well-to-do.  Although  there  were  threatening  clouds  on  the  poli- 
tical  horizonj^— the  saber  ^  -  rattling  of  the  German  Kaiser, which 

he  often  alternated  with  smooth  spe^hes  about  his  desire  for 
peace,  wis  frightening  for  those  who  had  political  interest 
and  linder  Standing,  but  only  a  small  elite  of  intellectuals  rea- 

lized  the  danger.  The  upper  and  middle  class  concentrated  on 
their  businesses  and  professions  with  the  goal  of  increasing 
their  wealth  and  bettering  their  living  Standard.  The  working 

class  -  although  better  protectod  by  social  legislation  under 

Bismark  than  in  other  countries  -  became  more  and  more  influenced 
by  socialistic  ideas,but  was  power less  in  a  country  basically 
dominated  by  the  aristocracy,  rieh  landowners  and  the  military, 

The  latter  and  many  of  the  young  people  of  the  bourgois  class 
were  itching  for  a  f ight  under  the  motto  "  Deutschland  über 
Alles"  • 

I  remember  well,when  during  a  serious  crisis  in  1908 
one  of  the  students  stormed  into  our  classroom,  shouting  : 
"hurray,  there  will  be  war!"  But,  this  crisis  was  overcome, 
probably  because  nobody  in  power  feit  ready  for  it  on  either 

side.But,  preparations  for  a  conf lagration  continued  frantically 

in  the  political  and  military  f ieid,  the  latter  evidently  with 
greater  thoroughness  in  Germany. 

It  was  in  19^:5  that  a  new  tax  law  was  passed  in  Berlin 

to  rai^e  one  Billion  Mark  specifically  for  more  armament, being 
called  "Wehr  -  Steuer'». 
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This  tax  was  o±i   a  progressive  scale  ana  my  father  -  not  being 
inciined  to  pay  more  than  absolutely  necessary  -  decided  to 
give  some  ol*  his  property  to  his  4  sons.  So,  I  was  not  exactly 
dismayed^  when^ as  a  Student  in  Heidelberg,!  received  a  letter 
from  him  informing  me;^  that  he  had  opened  an  account  f or  me 
with  100,000.-  Mark.  Since  he  was  careful  and  wanted  to  nake 
sure^  that  I  would  not  squander  so  auch  money,he  stipulated 
that  I  could  touch  the  capitai  only  with  his  consent,  but  would 
have  free  use  of  the  interest.  He  further  expectadw  that  I 
would  saye  some  of  it,  since  it  surpassed  my  usual  allowance. 
191^  was  definitely  a  time  of  a  frantic  armaments  race;but, 

^^^^u^^"^  ^^^  interfere  with  a  great  show  of  apparent  friendshio 
and  harmony  between  the  main  powers  -  former  allies  and  f Sture 
deadly  enemies.  Leipzig  had  been  the  site  of  Waool3on'^  decisive 
defeat  in  1813  and  a  monument  had  be^^n  build  at  the  battelfield 
enormous  in  size  and  ugl^ness.  * 

For  the  unveiling  of  this  monstrosity  dozens  of  little 
potentates  had  f locked  to  Leipzig, but  also  important  ones: 
the  Czar  of  Russia,  the  King  of  iäigland  and  the  Kaiser  as  host 
It  was  a  tremenduBs  Performance,  which  I  could  witness  -  but 
wnat  a  pity,  that  the  conversations  of  the  two  cousins  concernins: 

tor   polterUy?'-''  "  ^^^  ^^""^^  ^"^^^^^  ^^"^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^""^   ^-  ^^P^ 

In  early  July  lyl4  the  dam  broke;  the  assasination  of  the 
Austrian  archduke  Ferdinand  triggered  the  catastrophe  of  the 
first  World  W(ir  af ter  nearly  a  month  of  diplomatic  maneuvering 
during  which  man^pf oplg^jinped  it  nould  f^ti^lj^^  avoided. 

My  parents  ^Äi^ei^if  or'T^"Hire'?in  Bad  Kisai  ng^and  when  I  visi- 


ted  them  there  from*  HelHeTb«^;'  it  meant  a  sober  "good  bye" 
since  I  knew  my  Orders  to  report  to  the  army  on  the   second  day 
of  mobilization,  which  came  on  August  ^. 

The  World  changed  radically^ with  all  of  Germany  on  a  war 
footing  and  it  was  probably  the  same  in  France,  Russia, Austria- 
Hungary  -  maybe  less  in  Sngland.  It  affected  my  parents  over- 
whelmingly.  My  brother  Alfred,  who  was  in  the  artillery  reserve 
also  had  to  join  his  unit  immediately,  while  my  brother  Felix 
who  lived  in  London  was  made  a  civilian  prisoner  and  ended  up 
at  the  Isle  of  Man,  cut  off  completely  for  a  long  time  from 
any  contact,  Only  my  oldest  brother  was  still  at  home;he  never 
had  oerved  in  active  duty,  was  declared  4  F  or  something  similar 
by  a  physician  at  the  German  Consulate  years  before  in  London. 
I  believe  my  uncle  there  knew  the  doctor  well  and  had  a  talk 
with  him! 

Business  being  mostly  of  international  type,  shrank  to  a 
fr-iction  and  left  my  father  and  Semy  more  leisure  time  than  they 
liked.  Semy,  to  fili  the  void  partially ,started  to  take  piano 
iessens  -  1   don't  think^i^  hearing  hin  practice  did  anything  for 
^^e  spirit  of  my  parents! 
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Bhe  mood  in  Germany  approached  mass  hysteria;  the  population 

and  also  the  soldiers  were  in  a  spirit  of  extreme  nationalistic 

enthusiasmjl^,  believingw  that  the  country  was  on  the  defense  and 

sure  to  win  this  war  within  a  Short  time.  "By  Christmas  we  will 
be  home"  was  the  slogan^  with  the  idea  of  a  "frisch  -  fröhlichen" 
Krieg!  I  feit  differently.  When  I  was  sitting  in  one  of  the  big 

coff^houses  in  Heidelberg  and  seriously  discussing  the  outlook 
with  a  friend,  who  also  had  to  join  the  forces  the  föllowing 
day,  we  were  constantly  interrupted  by  the  masses  singing  patri- 

otic  songs,  jumping  up  and  yelling  "Hurray".  My  remark  to  this 
friend  was  "these  people  have  no  idea  what  they  are  in  for". 
They  were  indeed  blind  and  not  the  least  worried,  when  one 
country  after  the  other  joined  the  enemies  against  Germany; 
I  never  forgert:  the  slogan  written  by  soldiers  on  railway  cars: 
additional  declarations  of  war  accepted  here.   They  already  saw 

themselves  as  the  conquerers  of  more  land  for  the  Vaterland 
and  their  appetite  for  it  kept  growing  with  the  early  battle- 
fiiid  successes.  I  still  can  see  one  of  the  doctors  in  my  first 
medical  outfit  -  a  young  professor  of  internal  medicine  from 
Heidelberg  -  an  intelligent  and  pleaaant  man  -  standing  in  front 
of  the  map  of  ^rope  and  iix  typical  armcnair  strategist  form 
explain  which  new  conquests  Germany  must  insist  on.     p 

Our  Chief  however,  surprisingly  for  a  medical  car;aLer 
officer^predictedy  that  Germany  will  not  win  this  war,  that  it 
will  end  in  a  draw.  Well,  history  proved  both  of  them  wrong. 
There  is  no  shortage  of  books  written  by  historians  about 
every  phase  of  the  first  World  War  and  if  I  would  attempt  to 
describe  my  own  recollections,  it  would  be  a  diversion  from 

my  main  topic.  My  experiences  during  activg^participation  as 
a  medical  officer  from  August  1914  tili  the  end  of  December 

19''8  I  had  transmitted  in  detail  in  long  letters  to  my  parents, 
copies  of  which  formed  a  kind  of  diary;  ifl' digust  about  my 
involvement  witt^aiiything  of  German  nationalism^  or  militarism^ 
made  me  destroy  jj^at  the  time  fidM  Eitleres  persecution  in  19iJ8« 
Maybe  I  should  have  preserved  it,because  this  diary  also  con- 

tained  many  items  relevant  to  the  impact  on  the  family,  which 
really  was  overwhelming« 

Towards  the  second  half  of  the  war,  whqjfl' duration  nobody 
had  foreseen,  the  army  became  desperate  for  replacements  and 
when  they  had  to  scrape  the  bottom  of  the  barrel,  my  br other 

Semy  too  had  to  leave  home  and  landed  in  an  artillery  outfit. 
The  only  favorable  conditio^  was^  that  all  four  of  us  were 
unmarried  and  thus  spared  the  worries  about  wives  or  children 
left  behind,  Although  frequently  in  the  midst  of  protracted, 
bloody  battles,  we  three  brothers  survived  the  war  without  a 


i:J:L:^SZ>.rL:«Ili»i^^L£L5S 


ifflSUSflffiäBSiS 


2b 

ERNEST   S.  FELSENSTEIN,  M.  D. 
2  NORTH  BROADWAY 
WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y. 

White  Plains  9-3593 

scBfethh.  Felix  had  lost  his  freedom,but  was  in  no  danger  in  a 

prisoner  camp  on  the  Isle  of  Mai •   Living  condition  f or  the 
German  population  deteriorated  inore  and  more,  hardly  any  raw 
materials  reached  the  bloi|fe^ied  country  and  the  food  supply  was 
totally  inadäquate. 

My  fa:;her  endured  all  the  hardships  and  worries  with  a  re- 
markable  stoic  optimismisaB,  but  for  my  mother  it  was  more  than 
she  could  endure.  She  became  the  only  casualty  of  the  family, 

suffering  a  sevei^  emotional  breakdown,  ending  in  a  long  lasting 
depression,  which  only  cleared  up  when  the  war  ended,  She  had 
been  conl'ined  to  a  sanatoriiim  for  many  months  for  this  condition. 
Besides,  ate  she  had  become  diabetic. 

Through  all  these  years  of  Separation  in  all  directions, 
which  only  was  alleviated  for  short  weeks  by  rare  furloughs, 
the  family  contacts  were  kept  by  a^ively  correspondence.The 
parents  and  especially  my  f ather  acted  as  a  kind  of  Clearing 
house,  shuttling  letters  back  and  forth,  so  that  everybody  was 
kept  informed  all-round.  This  included  the  imprisoned  Felix. 
He  was  lonesome  and  -  already  engaged  to  his  British  cousin 
Minnie  -  his  letters  contained  nothing  but  endless  repetitions 
of  his  love  and  "Sehnsuchts  -  Schmerz" .  This  aid  not  exactly 
fit  into  our  life  of  hardship  and  danger  at  the  front.  To  read 

these  epistels  over  and  over  was  too  much  and  I  asked  my  parents 

to  omit  these  tliLij«  letters  from  further  transmissions. 

The  war  dragged  on  and  on,  the  Situation  of  the  homeland 
deteriorating  economically  as  well  as  spiritually  and  politically 
together  with  the  military  setbacks.   Russia  had  dropped  out  of 
the  war  during  the  BolsheWik  revolution  in  19^7.  But  desperate 
offensives  on  the  Western  front  failed  to  break  the  French  and 
british  lines  when  overwhelming  support  came  for  them  from 
Amerika  with  fresh  manpower  and  unlimited  arma;üment  of  the  most 
modern  type.  This  included  airplanes  in  nunbers  never  seen  before. 

In  additiox^,  the  British  brought  up  the  newly  invented  tanks, 
against  which  the  German  infantry  was  unpr epared  and  helpless. 
Anybody  still  able  to  look  at  the  f acts  realistically  saw  clear- 
ly,  that  the  war  was  lost  for  Germany  and  that  a  revolutionary 
change  of  the  political  System  was  unavoidable. 

Acceptance  of  very  harsh  conditions  was  the  basis  for  the 

armistice  on  November  11.  1918   For  the  men  who  had  to  sign  it , 
it  was  made  a  little  more  palatable  üy   trusting,  th'it  the  famous 
•'foiirteen  points"  proclairaed  by  j^r resident  vVilson  would  later 
become  the  basis  for  a  peace  treaty.  It  proved  to  be  a  vain  hope. 
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In  conformity  with  the  German  character  and  its  thoroughness 
the  war  had  been  continued  to  the  utter  iimit  and  with  the 
total  loss  ofi  it,  the  misery  of  the  country  was  no  less  total. 
It  would  be  f utile  to  describe  it  in  detail;  but  it  provided 
another  example  of  the  basic  vitality  of  human  beings.their 
ingenuity  and  resdience  to  stay  alive  and  somehow  cope  with 
a  most  diff icult  Situation.  For  those  who  finally  came  hone 
from  the  war  with  their  physical  and  mental  health  intact, 
the  will  to  live  and  the  desire  to  enjoy  lif e  surpassed  every 
other  Problem,  feat  -   up  and  frustrated  emotioxxs  were  stronger 
than  every  cool  thinking,  young  people  went  all  out  for  parties 
and  dancing  as  if  they  feit  there  will  be  no  "tomorrow".  And  the 
demand  of  nature  found  its  expressioxi  in  an  epidemic  of  love 
affairs  and  marriages. 

Our  family  was  no  exception.  Between  the  summer  of  I9I9 
and  June  I920  two  of  my  brothers  and  myself  were  married.  As 
mentioned  before,  Felix  had  been  tied  down  already  and  since 
the  wedding  took  place  in  Londox.  and  nobody  with  a  German  pass- 
port  could  set  foot  onto  British  soll  we  arranged  a  great  party 
at  my  parents  home,  which  we  called  "  Substitute  wedding".  It 
was  a  great  success  with  Poems^i^d  songs;  the  greatest  riot 
the  "Ersatz"  ceremony  with  one  cousix.  made  up  as  the  bride 
and  Semy  functioning  as  the  Raboi. 

and  arna  Eosenthai  of  Würzburg  -  also  visiL!g  Jer  f a^Uy  theJf 
became  the  xrresistible  object  of  my  adniratiSn  and  ^ve, 
My  scruples  considering  the  generally  terrible  aS  thrla^ening 
Situation  as  well  as  the  fact  that  I  had  not  established  my  own 
practice  or  medical  carr4ere  did  not  prevent  us  finally  from 

financial  background  helped  in  the  decision. 

If  circumstances  had  been  less  complicated,  there  should 

concerned  ^IZ.T'lt''"^^'    ''''  ^^*'  intervened  as  far.as  Semy  was 
concerned.  Smce  it  was  never  in  his  nature  to  discuss  his  inner - 

most  thinkmg.to  confide  his  emotions  to  anyone.the  story  of  his 

rec^'^^hat  Tever^ct^^'i"  '"'^"^  ''^^'   ^^^^  shroudeC^in  sec- 
recy.  That  I  ever  actively  mvolved  myself  in  it  I  regret  to 

this  day.   Aunt  Helene  had  another  sister,  the  last  before 
Hanna. the  youngest.  Sho  had  been  a  beloved  guest  in  this  very 
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hospitable  and  lively  home.  Being  extremely  refined,  *,*Kft2d^'^°^''* 
and  endowed  with  a  beauty  best  described  a  ethertal,  it  was  not 
surprising  that  Semy  saw  in  her  the  iüeal  woman  to  siiare  his  life 
with.  No  doubt  he  was  deeply  in  love  and  I  feel  sure,  that  she 
had  high  regard  for  him.but  she  was  «*«- not  carried  away,  by 

7?nnt°"i  ^,^u  u^'^  °''^   overriding  interest  -  her  enthusiasme  for 
^lonism*.  WheJÜier  contact  by  correspondence  was  kept  up  I  do 
not  know,  but  a  repeat  visit  to  Leipzig  proved  to  be  decisive. 
She  would  accept  his  marriage  proposal  if  he  would  be  wiliing 
to  live  in  Paiestine-,  but  this  was  out  of  the  question  for  hira 
for  many^easons,and  after  painful  discussions  and  uncertaitity 
which  became  unbearable  for  him  the  reiationship  broke  off» 
"this  happened  during  the  summeKof  1912. 

T   u  ^'^   still  have  a  letter  from  him  in  answer  to  mine,  in  which 
I  had  expressed  my  sympathetic  reaction  and  maybe  adviee.  No 
doubt  he  was  deeply  hurt  by  this  outcome  although  somewhit  calmer 
when  relieved  of  the  uncertainty. ,He  foresaw  correctly  that  he 
wouldrxnot  become  closely  attached  to  any  other  girl  for  a  lore 
time  and  kept  on  living  as  a  bach»ier  in  the  parents  home  -  my 
father  not  being  aware  of  the  disappointing  events, 

Seven  years  later,  after  ths  war  the  girl,  still  Single, 
again  came  visiting  to  Leipzig,  afid  ^e  renewed  contact  rekij^dled 
the  dormant  flame.  But,  the  same  uncertainty,  hopes  and  fears 
disturbed  my  brother,  with  whom  I  had  become  verjr  close  ovet 
the  years.  To  watch  him  kept  in  doubt  and  suffering  was  more 
then  I  could  take.  To  clear  the  air  and  come  to  a  decisiox.  I 
took  it  upon  myself  to  have  a  heart  to  heart  taik  with  the  youn« 
lady  -  as  today's  diplomats  say  "  friendly  and  frank". 

Krea?ItlrT!^?ivpnf!o^"^T'^y^*^''i°^^,^*'°^*  ^^^^  S^^l  combined  with 
hnt  ^h!  J  rü  •'  ^  ""^^"^  ^^^^  "^^"^  triggered  her  decision, 
But  the  fact  is,  that  she  became  Bflgaged  to  Semy  and  the  double 

^""loSv^f  f   ^''^  ^^^l^""^   *°  ^'"'   ^^°t^«^s  was  officially  anounced. 
However,  happiness  for  the  couple  -  if  there  ever  was  one  - 

did  not  last  long  and  the  engagement  was  broken.  Whether  it  came 
about  onesiaed  er  by  mutual  understanding  I  do  not  know  nor  was 

"2:^^°:^  f°r  it  ever  divulged.  Silence  was  the  order  of  the  day. 

=-^  o±    the  close  ties  of  the  two,f amilies  the  Situation  was 
not  only  sad  but  also  enbarrasing  in  view  of  the  forthcoming 
weddmg  Of  Air.ed  and  Hanna.  It  took  place  in  Königsberg  and 
-  01  course  -  neither  Semy  nor  his  ex-fi-ancee  attended  it. 
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I  am  afraid  that  my  well  intenjed  interference  complicated     

things  more  than  it^id  any  good.   Looking  back  I  feel,  /üHat^^ure) 
a  Union  of  these  two  fine  and  attractivepeople  would  havfe  provßjar 

their  incompatibilityand  that  the  break-up  saved  tliem  much  un- 
happiness.  Only  many  years  later,iii  19^^  did  Semy  get  married 
and  if  I  had  contributed  to  a  distressing  episode  in  his  life, 

there  was  the  compensation  that  through  my  own  marriage  he  had 
found  harmony  with  a  life  companion  in  Lisil,  the  divorced  sister 
of  my  wife» 

For  Miss  Marx,  who  had  changed  her  name  from  ^Isa  to 
Ssther  the  dream  of  life  in  Palestine  was  realized  after  she  had 
married  the  then  little  known  Jewish  writer  Agnon  who  in  his  late 

years  was  honoted  with  the  award  of  a  Nobel  price  in  literature, 

Very  slowly  and  painfully  life  in  Germany  returned  to  a 
more  normal  basis  and  allowed  people  to  dim  the  memory  of  ^^   1/2 
ye^rs  of  war  and  its  grim  aftermath.  Our  own  family  grew  with 
the  birth  of  a  new  generation  and  my  parents  found  new  interests 
and  Joy  with  the  arrival  of  a  grandchild  in  the  homes  of  the 
three  young  couples.  Mother  had  fully  recovered  from  her  depres- 
sion  and  besides  her  family  found  a  new  f ield  of  activity  when 
she  founded  a  Kindergarten  together  with  another  Charit ab 1e  lady, 
requiring  much  of  her  time  and  efforts.  She  enjoyed  excellent 

relationship  with  her  daughter-in-laws ,  who  loved  and  admired 
her  because  she  was  wise  enough  not  to  try  interf ering  in  their 
life  and  would  always  tend  to  side  with  them  more  then  with  her 
sons;  but  there  really  were  no  serious  problems.  The  only  excep- 
tion  was  religion,  so  important  to  her,  that  sne  never  gave  up 
trying.  to  use  her  inf luence  and  persuasion. 

As  years  went  by  her  intellectual  and  spiritual  strength  re- 
mained  unchanged  but  her  health  did  not*  Her  diabetic  condition 
necessitated  constant  close  care  with  diet  and  Insulin,  which 
she  in.jected  herseif  for  years.  She  developed  serious  heart 
trouble  with  sometimes  frightening  attacks.  Sven  during  the  years 
when  she  was  in  fairly  good  health  I  had  visited  her  every  day, 
sometimes  only  for  a  few  minutes.  When  her  health  was  failing 
she  became  more  and  more  dependent  on  me,  steadfastly  refusing 
to  See  another  doctor.  She  also  refused  to  talk  about  her  health 

to  any  other  mebbcr  of  the  family;  her  only  answer  to  the  question 
"how  are  yoa  today?"  was  "Thank  you!" 

When  she  was  nearly  77   years  old  in  19^7  the  last  ounce  of 
strength  had  been  exhausted^  and  after  a  week  in  coma,  with  her 
four  sons  present  she  left  us* 
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To  me  it  was  the  end  of  a  great  chapter , and  after  the  striin  of 
the  long  watching  day  and  nightül  broke  down,  something  which 
happened  in  my  long  years  i±±   medicine  only  in  one  other  case. 
The  most  steadfast  and  calm  of  all  was  my  father. 

If  I  want  to  give  a  true  charactjrizatioü  of  him,  I  have  to 
talk  about  different  periods  in  bis  life.  There  was  a  marked  change 
in  his  old  age;  he  did  not  lose  any  of  his  fine  qualities,his 
mental  alertness  or  zest  for  life,  but  ne  mellowed  and  developed 

interests  for  which  ha  would  not  spend  the  time  auring  his  activ^ 
years ^  he  reaily  grew  above  himself .  The  business  which  had  fally 
rccovered  its  Status  foilowing  the  war  Stagnation,  still  was  im- 
portant  to  him,  even  when  he  had  gradually  relinguished  his  part- 
nership  for  the  benefit  of  his  two  oldest  sons  and  given  up  his 
participation  at  the  auctions  in  London.  But  he  kept  his  desk 
and  spent  some  hours  every  day  at  the  office,  givingKhis  advifie, 
which  the  younger  partners  politely  listened  to  -  and  then  fol- 
lowed  their  own  ideas!  He  just  would  have  feit  left  out  without 
knowing  how  ^thin^s  were  going.  He  spent  much  time  reading,mostly 
newspapers,  ka^  up  his  Hebrew  studies  with  his  private  teqcher 
and  continuW!  a  regulär,  extensive  family  correspondenc:^. 

One  of  his  great  Joys  became  classical  music  and  nowhere  in 
Germany  or  even  in  all  of  Äurope  was  an  opportunity  for  it  greater 
than  in  Leipzig  at  the  Gewandhaus,  where  Felix  Mendelsohn  had 
been  the  famous  conductor^  w&äs  monument  stood  at  the  entrance 
till^some  rabid  Nazi  official  had  it  removed  one  night ,contrary 
to  the  will  of  the  Mayor  of  the  city.  In  those  years  Arthur 
Nikisch  was  the  regulär  conductor,  one  of  the  reaily  brilliant 
ones  of  his  time»  To  attend  the  dross  rehe.rsals  every  Thursday 
morning  became  a  must  for  him  and  nothing  could  keep  him  away. 
He  reaily  ie-rned  to  understand  a  good  deal  of  this  art  and  for 
days  he  would  talk  enthusiastpally  about  each  concert. 

He  still  loved  travelling  to  Merano,  which  had  changed  hands 
from  Austria  to  Italy  and  in  spring  and  fall  he  would  spend  seve- 
ral  weeks  there.  He  always  tried  to  talk  mother  into  Joining  him 
but  when  she  refused  in  the  last  years,  he  went  alone.  No  doubt 
he  was  deeply  interested  in  everything  which  concerned  his  sons, 
was  fond  of  his  daughters^in-law  and  grandchiaren  without  demon- 
stratmg  his  feelmgs;  he  took  the  difficult  Situation  caused  by 
his  wife^s  poor  health  with  outer  calnibf  course  doing  everything 
in  his  power  to  mako  her  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

When  he  developed  difriculties  making  urological  surgery  ne- 
cessary  at  the  age  of  77  he   approached  it  with  complete  equanimity. 
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givmg  me  Instructions  in  the  case  of  unfavorable  outcome*  He 
had  not  lost  his  good  sense  of  humor  and  later  delighted  in  telling 
täe Story  how  the  nurse  anest^sist  kept  begging  him  to  remove  his 
teeth/^  tili  he  finally  told  her  with  a  chucklei^  "I  am  sorry,but 
I  can't,  they  are  my  own" .  He  came  through  with  flying  colors 
and  had  no  other  health  problems. 

As  long  as  mother  lived  I  could  not  think  of  leaving  Germany, 
but  when  conditions  after  1937  became  more  and  more  oppressive 
for  Jews  I  became  convinced  the  time  had  come  for  the  very  dif- 
ficult  decision;  that  was  the  occasion  when  he  showed  his  seif- 
lössness  and  real  greatness,   I  tried  to  keep  my  plans  from  him 
as  long  as  possible  and  finally  informed  him  by  letter  while  I 
was  Ox±   an  Information  tripin  U.S.A.  and  he  was  vacationing  In 
Merano.  His  answer  :  no  word  of  regret  or  seif  -  pity,only  happy- 
ness  that  I  would  be  saved  with  my  f amily  and  his  optimistic 
convictioii,  that  we  v/ill  be  successful  and  happy  in  the  New  V/orld. 

Wjs  Uj»-^»"'  »air.-^ 

ine  same  serene  and  calm  attitude  when  the  moment  of  parting  came^ 
^»^^  H|.  gave  me  his  blessing.and  it  was  clear  to  both  of  us^that 
we  wiir  not  See  each  other  again.  He  wanted  to  live  out  his  last 
days  in  his  home  under  the  devoted  care  of  a  wonderful  housekeeper 
and  find  his  eternal  rest  besides  his  beloved  wife  of  55  years. 
This  was  not  to  be^  wtiöÄ  <conditions  became  completely  unbearable 
after  th^  9th  of  Wovember^i^Semy"  ärrested  and  taken  to  a  concentra- 
tion  camp,  he  mimself  hiding  ixx  the  cellar,  he  too  was  ready  to 
leave  a  country  ruled  by  madmen  and  sadistic  criminals. 

He  accepted  the  invitation  of  his  sister  in  Paris  and  lived 
most  contentedly  there  -  according  to  his  letters  really  happy, 
surrounded  and  spoiled  by  the  big  f amily  who  had  not  forgotten 
wh:it  this  uncle  had  done  for  them  in  years  past. 

However^the  war  with  Germany  started  and  it  appeared  too  risky 
to  have  him  stay  in  Paris,  so  he  moved  to  London, living  in  the 
house  of  Felix, always  accompanied  by  the  faithful  Miss  Rosel. 
Who^the  bombing  started  in  London  he  had  to  be  evacuated  and  came 
to  a  home  in  the  country  which  was  run  by  one  of  his  nieces  from 
Frankfurt;  since  this  niece^  brother,  Dr.  Willy  Weil  had  found 
refuge  there  too  after  leaving  his  practice  in  Karlsruhe,  he  was 

in  the  best  of  care.  He  did  not  develop  any  disease,  he  Just  got 
tired  and  went  to  sleep  peacefully  in  October  19:>9 
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It  appears  completjy  natural,  that  children  of  the  same  parents 
with  the  same  upbringing  and  opportunity  for  developement  grow 
into  adulthood  as  very  different  persönalities  in  every  respect, 
often  even  in  appearance»  The  differences  quite  naturally  also 
inriuence  the  relationship  to  each  other  ,  so  that  some  develop 
a  deep  and  lasting  friendship  f ar  surpassmg  the  value  of  blood 
relationshsip  while  other s  more  er  less  separate  or  even  are  com- 
pletely  torn  apart  by  envy  or  hate.  None  of  tnat  happened  to  jq^" 
my  brothers  and  loyself .  ^^^ 

üf  course  during  the  early  childhood  a  few  years  of  age 
difference  plays  an  Import ant  role  and  for  some  time  Semy,  as  the 
senior  was  looked  upon  with  respect,  which  was  enhanced  by  his 
air  of  super iority  and  ref inement .  In  general  these  4  Doys  grew 
up  without  some  really  serious  problems,  which  does  not  dimin«h 
the  fact,  that  they  made  enough  mischief  for  our  mother  to  need 
the  help  of  a  part  -time  governess  who  also  sometimes  became  des  - 
parate.  One  little  old  woman  once  char acter ized  the  quartet  as 
"smart  but  naughty"  and  the  old  sextou  at  the  synagogue  uttered 
his  disgust  by  muttering  to  my  father  "no  upbr inging  I" 
There  were  the  usual  f ights  and   once  I  held  a  match  close  to 
Feix  s  face  and  threatened  to  burn  his  nose.  What  punishment  was 
meted  out  to  me  I  don't  remember. 

There  was  ona  rather  unusual  episode,  talked  about  it   long  after 
warda.   While  the  parents  were  out  one  evening  and  the  4  boys  in 
the  living  room  with  the  maid,  we  became  locked  in  because  one  of 
US  had  fooled  around  with  the  key  and  broke  it,  sothat  it  would 
not  turn  in  any  direction.  How  to  leave  the  room  and  get  into  bed 
before  the  parent's  return?  Which  one  of  us  had  the  bright  idea 
I  don't  know;  with  the  help  of  a  heavy  bread  knife  and  some  iron 
for  the  Oven  we  sliced  out  the  inner  part  of  the  door  and  happily 
stepped  through  the  hole  and  into  bed, 

The  surprise  for  my  parents  was  complete,  but  the  landlord 
was  more  amused  then  my  father  who  had  to  pay  for  the  repair. 
There  was  nothing  really  extraordinary  in  this  group  either  in 
their  general  bohavieur,  intelligence,  special  gifts  or  ambitiona;rf 
It  was  expected  of  them  to  go  through  the  fixed  school  curriculum 
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without  rtal  railiires  and  this  they  did  with  only  an  occasional 

difficulty.  That  they  would  get  their  education  at  th«  Israelit* 

Eealschule  was  seif  -  understood  with  the  exception  ot   myselr, 

since  from  early  youth  my  attraction  to  medicine  was  evident« 

According  to  the  partner  *s  contract  it  was  always  taken  for  gran*» 
ted,  tkat  the  two  oldest  sons  would  enter  the  Tamily  busineas, 
Felix  too  should  be  prepared  Tor  some  work  in  the  world  of  business. 

The  quality  of  the  school  which  was  controlled  and  fully  recognized 
by  the  Bavarian  State  was  at  least  equal  to  the  public  schools  and 

besides  offered  extensive  learning  of  hebrew  language  and  all  Jewish 

subjects»  Some  religious  education  was  compulsary  in  all  schools 
but  considered  completely  insufticient  by  jfj  f ather  ;  worse  yet, 

the  teacher  uttered  some  liberal  beliefs  and  explanations  of  the 

bibla  and  therefore  was  looked  upon  as  a  bad  influence.  To  make  up 

for  this  a  private  teacher  came  to  our  house  for  4  füll  hours  week- 

ly  all  through  my  years  at  the  Gymnasium.  The  man  was  intelligent 

and  interestingt  but  he  did  not  make  me  a  Hebrew  scholar« 

Semy  was  always  somwhat  remote,  even-tempered  and  meticulous 
in  his  appearanco  -  he  was  the  aristocrat. 

Alfred  more  brusque  and  outspoken,  practical,  easily  losing 
his  tamper. 

Felix  tried  hard  to  overcome  some  difficulty  in  learning, 
somewhat  timid,  narrow  minded  and  small  thinking  with  a  tendency 
to  envy  of  whatever  hisi-brothers  achieved  or  raceived. 

The  reader  of  this  family  history  cannot  expect  a  characteri- 
zation  of  myself  and  will  find  some  clues  only  in  reports  which 
connect  me  with  the  life  of  others.  Maybe  some  day  I  might  write 
an  autobiography  to  lie  availabla  for  review  only  years  af ter  I 
have  lef t  this  aarth  -  in  Ciermany  frequently  callad  ••Jammer  Thal^ 
(vallay  of  sorrow),  a  description  I  do  not  accept. 

The  education  ef  hhe  )   older  brotkers  was  not  considered  suf- 
ficiant  with  thair  graduation  from  schoal;  perfection  in  Toraign 
languages  was  the  goal  and  one  year  each  in  London  and  Paris  was 
the  result  for  Semy  and  Felix,  whereas  Alfred  enjoyed  his  year  in 
Flor^ggg  in  consideratiou  of  important  business  interests  in  Italy« 
Only  they  had  reached  the  age  of  about  19  were  they  exposed  to  the 
great  world.  They  learned  the  languages  allright  mostly  attenilng 
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schools  or  private ly  tutored.  What  eise  these  rather  immatuxe 
youDg  men  learned  in  the  graat  metropolises  with  their  diversions 
and  temptations  was  neither  discussed  nor  recorded.  Some  advise 
and  control  was  still  possible  t>y  the  closö  relatives  in  London 

and  Paris. 

Upon  return  home  work  and  training  in  the  business  started 

in  earnest  for  Semy  and  Alfred,  rirst  in  Fürth, then  in  Leipzig. 
They  were  treated  as  emplfyes  and  ror  eevery  increase  in  their 
modest  ialaries  they  had  to  fight  the  other  partners,  their  uncles. 
They  also  had  to  learn  how  to  live  econoxaically  on  their  salaries 
without  a  suhsidy  from  their  father.   Both  Decame  valuaDle  and  know- 
ledgable  memöers  of  the  old  firm,  although  in  different  directiona. 
Alfred  concentrated  more  on  adminiatration  and  finances  next  to 
dealing  with  customers  at  the  Leipzig  house  and  on  his  travels  iü 
Italy#  Semy  however,  ander  the  guidance  of  his  father  and  uncle 
whom  he  for  years  accompanied  to  the  auctions  in  Londo^^,  developed 
as  the  foremost  buyer  of  the  raw  skins  and  Decame  a  recognized  ex- 
pert  in  this  difricult  field*  Up  to  this  day,  at  the  age  of  91  1^© 
is  still  the  trusted  buyer  for  some  old  customers  and  enjoys  the 
working  with  the  many  different  kinds  of  fürs*        . 

He  extended  his  buying  trips  before  191^  to  Moskow  together 
with  his  uncle  and  then  in  Company  with  a  Eusaian  represent*tivo 
tar  out  to  Irbit  oeyond  the  Ural  mountains,  which  was  the  place 
of  a  very  important  market  for  Sioerian  goods.  On  one  of  these 
trips  he  spent  a  week  on  the  Trans-Siberian  railway,  sharing  his 
compartement  with  an  iSnglishman.  Neither  of  them  spoke  one  word 
except  maybe  good  morning  or  good  night.  Char acter istic  for  Semy, 
He  also  had  to  learn  some  Eussian  by  a  teacher  who  was  smart  but 
rather  unwashed  and  we  thought  that  the  name  of  "Stinkowitch"  would 
be  adequate  for  him.  This  cmased  some  ambarrasement  some  day  when 
the  maid  came  in  to  announce  "Mr.  Stinkowithk  is  her«^. 

The  war  yeara  1914  -  19'l8  had  chamged  lifa  in  fiurape  radically, 
mo8t  af  all  im  Germamy;  amly  very  alawly  and  paiBfully  the  coumtry 
started  a  racavery,  made  passible  by  emormous  Americaa  capital  ia- 
vastemeats.  This  led  ta  eupharia  which  was  nat  justified  amd  aa 
axcessiva  acaaomic  boom  aot  based  an  reality.  Ihaa  the  crash  came 
in  the  U.S.A*  in  19.^9  tke  xuiaveidabla  Dust  hit  Germany  hard. 
Palitical  turmoil  fallowed  with  the  catastrophic  result  of  Hitler 
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bectmimg  tke  absolute  dictütor.  It  was  a  rovelutioÄ  wkick  tke 
mas868,  especially  the  impoverisked  middle  class  aad  the  millioma 
•f  iinemployed  welcomed  witk  a  Trenzied  eÄtkuaiaßme  -  mass  psyck#  - 
eis  ia  prebably  tke  cerrect  diagnesis. 

GeÄerationa  of  kist#ri«ns,psyck#legists  and  aociologist  will 
try  te  anawer  tke  questiom  kow  auck  madness  could  engulf  a  people 
im  tke  keart  of  JXixope  wkere  culture,  acieace  and  art  kad  beem  ae 
•utatanding  for  küdreda  tf  years.  Freedem  «f  tkougkt  was  dead, 
aay  liberal  tkiaker  was  treated  as  an  ememy.  Militarisme  was  ram- 
pamt  ,  fostered  Dy  tke  old  officer  corpa,  wko  aaw  a  ckance  for 
revival  tf  tkeir  pre  -  war  atandimg  aad  power.  Most  ot   all  kate 
and  sc«rn  was  keaped  upon  Jews  and  their  persecutioa  kad  become 
tke  ©fricial  policy  ef  tke  Nazis  in  powerl 

The  Problems  with  which  all  Jewa  were  confronted  -  there  were 
about  600,000  in  Germany  -  were  most  complicated  and  staggering. 
anotinnijly  the  desire  to  leave  tke  coiintry  at  once  was  overwhel- 
ming.  But  practical  considerations  could  not  just  De  ignored  and 
the  alternatives  had  to  be  considered.  Where  could  all  these  people 
go?  No  country  was  willing  to  accept  them.  Would  thia  fcriminally 
insane  regime  collapae  or  stay  in  power  for  thousand  yeara  as 

Goebbela  kept  predicting?  Was  the  outlook  so  grim  that  it  waa  im- 
perative to  give  up  everything  -  home.buaineaa,  profession  and 
property  of  every  kind  -  and  atart  life  in  a  foreign  country  aa 
pennyless  refugee?  Or  was  it  poasible  to  work  and  live  with  a 
f amily  under  conditiona  of  threata  in  all  respects?  That  life 
itselr  would  become  endangered,  nobody  could  imagine  and  take 
into,con3ideration  in  the  early  years  or  Hitlerisme.when  things 
calmed  down  following  the  brutalities  of  the  start  of  the  revolu- 
tion.   The  consenaas  in  gener al  was,  that  the  most  radical  aolu- 
^io?^^""   .^®  avoidedor  at  least  postponed,  that  long  established 
positions  in  many  rields  of  human  endeavor  ahould  be  kept  and 
defended,  that  only  the  young  and  independent  who  did  not  have 
to  give  up  much  of  importance  ahould  atart  a  new  life  in  another 
country.  Gradually  a  conaiderabie  number  of  thia  group  did  emi- 
grate and  atarted  the  diapersion  of  German  Jews  all  over  the  globe 
and  the  tearing  apart  of  f amilies. 

However  the  bulk  of  the  Jewish  population  atayed  and  made 
the  best  of  a  bad  Situation,  which  differed  widely  locally,depen- 
dend  o^   the  attitude  of  the  individual  authoittifeaa .  Leipzig  was 
less  oppresaive  than  many  other  eitles  due  the  thinking  of  its 
mayor,Mr.  Goerdeler  who  partly^ut  of  political  consideration, 
partly  for  economic  reasons  in^aome  way  protected  Jewish  interests. 
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He  n«v«r  was  •  Hazi  and  unf ortunataly  paid  witix  hia  life 

af ter  having  tak^bg'  part  in  the  uaaucceasf  ul  attempt  to  kill 

Hitler  in  I944. 

In  general  the  members  «f  oxir  f&mily  living  in  Germany 
«ct«d  according  t«  the  above  mentionad  conaiderations.  Vary  few 
of  the  young  generation  left  the  country  and  aothing  dramatic 
happened  to  the  many  who  feit  they  ahould  and  ceuld  hold  eut. 
In  retrespect  we  realize  that  it  was  a  miatake  and  when  after 
1938  the  Nazis  discarded  every  last  shsadd  ot'   decency  and  humani- 
ty  te  beceme  histor^'a  most  de|lsed  masa  murderers,  twelße 
membara  of  «ur  family  were  among  their  victima. 

Of  oui   branch  Felix  already  was  living  in  Londo**. 
Alfred  meved  to  Milane  early  in  19:^3  and  concentrated  on  the 
Italian  busineas.   I  myself  had  eacaped  in  the  nick  ef  time 
with  my  wife  and  ^   children  t©  aettle  in  U.S.A.  Only  Semy  with 
hia  wife  and  her  daughter  were  atill  in  Leipzig  en  the  infameus 
and  homblo  9th  •£.   November  and  Semy  had  to  suffer  the  misery 
and  indignity  ©f  a  concentration  camp.  He  and  a  cousin,  anether 
partner  of  the  firm  were  released  to  use  their  visa  for  Jängland 
only  after  all  asseta  of  Gebrüder  Pelaenstein,  including  thoso 
controlled  in  foreign  countries  were  turned  over  to  the  Nazis; 
it  was  blackmail  and  Wholesale  robbery  .  What  Semy  went  t^ough 
peraonally  we  don«t  know,  he  alwaya  avoided  to  talk  about  it. 
Liael  hardly  could  cope  with  the  emotional  preaaure  and  was  near 
a  comp lote  nervous  breakdown. 

At  last  Semyy  was  able  to  Join  Jfher  and  Lore,  her  daughter 
froiü  her  first  marriage.  The  reiktionship  was  and  reaained  a 
porfoctly  harmonious  one  and  London  became  their  good  home.even 
though  they  had  to  live  there  during  the  "Blitz".  He  started  a 
für  busineas  again  with  aJMlold  friend  as  partner. 

One  of  the  groat  hardships  was  feit  by  Liael  and  Somy  as 
much  as  by  Braa  and  myself,  that  the  Separation  was  f orced  «^ 
on  our  so  close  fourseme  by  a  «mel  fate.  Thia  became  doubly  hard 

«^!™i!lJ'iL^!''ii^^®^;  ^^^^   ^°'®  during  the  war  met  and  married 
an  American  soldier  (  who  also  was  a  Gorman  -  Jewish  refugeo) 
and  moved  to  Spokane,  6000  milea  distance  from  London.  At  the 
time  of  our  omigration  we  did  not  have  much  hope  of  seeing  each 
other  agaixx  due  to  the  radically  changed  economic  Situation. 
But  itturned  out  fortunately,  that  we  did  manage  in  later  years 
to  get  iogether  either  in  3urope  er  in  America  a  number  of  times. 
Of  course  we  always  kept  in  close  touch  by  correspondence 
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T«  report  tlia  malm  events  im  tka  personal  and  f amlly  llf e  af 
tke  twa  athar  brathars  :  Alfrad  was  a  typlcalf  salld  Daurgala 
wltla  few  autside  Intarests,  Äot  very  stlmulating  but  faithful 
and  rallabla  as  kusband  and  f athar.  Tlie  maln  taplcs  of  ^Is  can«» 
varsatlans  usually  centered  an  busiBass,  llnancas  and  taxes« 
Aa  far  as  anybady  cauld  absarve  itls  marrlage  was  aever  xinder  any 
particular  straln  and  wlthln  8  yaars  Hannah  gave  birth  to  ^^   boys, 
Hawaver,  far  medically  unknawn  raasons  twa  af  them  were  nat 

kealthy  and  narmal.  One  dlad  suddenly  In  early  Infancy  ot   a  mys- 
tirlaus  condltlon,  causing  sa-called  "crij^  death"  wltJaaut  any 
pravlaus  Indlcatlon  af  abnarmallty*  Sven  today  wa  doA*t  knaw 
wkatker  a  suddan  lung  delTlclancy  kllls  these  perf ectly  marmal 

appaarlng  chlldren  ar  whather  It  kas  anythlng  to  da  wltk  tke  func« 
tlan  ar  tka  tkymiis  gland» 

The  otker  -  Blfiakl  -  was  barn  wltk  a  great  varlety  af  bana 
fractiiras  dua  ta  "astaaganesls  Imperfecta**!  a  rare  dlsease  tke 
cause  af  whlck  Is  also  nat  knawn«  In  nelther  case  cauld  any  kera- 
dltary  cannactlan  ba  detorffli&ad*  Fram  tha  beglnnlng  everybady 

raallzad  tkat  tke  parants  wera  confronted  wlth  an  anarnaus  prab- 
lam«   I  cannat  bagln  ta  descrlbe  ta  wkat  langtk  thay  went  ta 
bring  tkla  cklld  up  wlth  tka  kapa,  tkat  medlcal  and  nxirslng  cara 
will  bring  eure  ar  great  Impravement;  but  tkore  Is  no  eure  and 
tke  bay  caused  na  end  of  warry  and  effort,  ckanglng  the  wkale 
Ufa  af  hls  f amlly  In  whlck  ho  had  become  tho  center  af  intarest, 

It  was  doubtful  during  kls  early  cklldkaod  whether  he  would 
survlva  tka  never  endlng  new  fractures  of  kls  brlttla  bones* 
But  avar  many  years  the  fractures  becaae  less  frequent  and  he 
reached  adulthoad,  seriausly  crlppled  wltk  the  appaarance  ad  a 
mldget.  Tkese  klnd  af  indivlduals  used  to  act  sometlmes  as  caurt 
jestters;  vary  pecullarly  tkls  boy  alsa  mostly  was  quite  ckeerful 
wltk  a  tendancy  ta  wlttlcisma.  Intellectually  ke  was  about  ave- 
rage  and  by  far  nat  as  smart  as  kls  parants  imagined. 

Wken  the  f amlly  kad  to  laave  Italy  abaut  1959  aftor  Mussallnl 
kad  llned  up  wlth  Hitler  it  was  diff Icult  to  get  Inta  cauntrlas 
like  tke  U.S.A.  because  af  tkls  abnarmal  yaungater.  After  abaut 
ane  yoar  af  transltory  stay  in  Switzerland  (where  Alfred  was  nat 

allawed  to  wark)tke  family  settled  In  Uruguay  whlck  at  that  time 
was  a  kealthy,  plaasant  little  country.  Alfred  started  a  factory 
far  tannlng  wlth  a  partnar  wha  had  nelther  money  nor  expertice, 
whlck  he  had  pretended.  After  a  few  years  af  struggllng , in  whlck 
tha  bays  also  coapcrated,  the  enterprlse  callapsod;  so  dld  tha 
aconomy  of  Uruguay  gradually.Bafael  had  started  a  little  business 
of  hls  own  and  had  learned  ^^ 

^ive  a  speclally  aqulpped  car 
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Iä  this  cax  he  suffered  a  fatal  accident  v;hen  he  was  .^Dout-SS. 
yoars  öld.  The  other  two  sons  -  eeeing  no  future  in  Uruguay  - 
lert  the  coiintry,  the  older  o^e  for  U.S.A.,  Edgar  for  Caracas. 
Tho  parents  äqw  live  thera  alone,  Alfred  regretti^bly  iii  vcry  poor 
mental  State  at  the  age  ol'  87» 

Soma  of  the  characteristics  tr  F  e  1  i  x  ha.d  been  mentioned 
before.  After  his  goneral  education  hau  Dean  concluded  and  one 
year  in  an  artillery  regiment  had  been  sarved  the  question  of  his 
future  activity  became  a  proDlem.  His  own  ideas  did  not  go  into 
any  specific  direction;  he  was  not  a  young  man  with  groat  ambitiOii 
or  initiativ:*  My  parents  always  folt  that  for  him  tho  best  Solution 
would  be  to  joinsome  established  business  either  by  buyin^  or 
marrying  into  cne.  The  latter  actually  came  to  pass. 

Whe;he  was  staying  in  London  he  naturally  was  a  frequent  vi- 
sitor  inShe  heuse  of  his  uncle  ^gen  who's  daughter  Minnie  was 
a  very  sweet  and  attractiv  teen  -  ager.But  Felix  did  not  fall  head- 
over  heSrlß  in  love  with  this  cousin;  the  idea  of  a  match  for  these 
two  originated  with  her  parents*  When  in  one  of  her  letters  my 
mother  told  me  of  this  idea  she  mentioned  that  Felix  was  not  very 
enthusiastic  about  it,  he  feit  that  she  was  a  little  dumD.  Objectiv 
as  she  was,  she  remarked  that  to  her  she  appeared  at  least  as  in- 
telligent  as  her  soa!  The  prospecUiv  father  -  in  -  law  would  take 
hia  into  his  Dusiness  which  was  also  in  the  für  trade,  independent 
er  the  firm  in  Germany,  much  smaller.Dut  also  successful.  No  doubt 
this  was  another  attractioA ,  but  what  made  Felix  change  his  mind 
is  hard  to  say.  Oiir  family  saw  in  it  a  very  desirab  le  Solution, 
only  the  idea  of  a  union  of  cousins  was  seen  as  somewhat  of  a  risk. 
They  did  get  engaged  and  there  caii  be  no  doubt  that  hey  were  per- 

fectly  compatible. 

The  war  interfered  with  their  plans  and  kept  them  apart  for 
Äearly  5  years  which  no  doubt  was  most  painful  for  both;  but  after 
he  was  finally  released  from  captivity  they  got  married  in  Decamb<r 
1919.  This  mutual  love  ancj  devotion  never  diminished  which  was 
their  greatest  blessing  in  the  difficulties  and  tragedy  which  they 
had  to  face.  In  quick  succession  two  sons  were  Dorn,  the  youngor 
one  since  childhood  afllicted  with  recurring  skin  rashes  prooaDly 
of  allergic  type.  He  becaiae  more  and  more  emotionally  diaturbed 
and  unhappy.  He  got  in  troublo  with  the  law  causiiig  misery  to  hiia- 
seif  as  much  üls  to  his  parents  and  ended  by  taking  his  own  lifo. 
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David,  the  older,  very  normal  and  devoted  to  iiia  parents  contrac- 
*^^^J°^i*»^^^^S  a  vacation  and  died  withixx  a  few  daya  at  tH«  age 
•f  ^7.  A  terrlble  fate  indeed  for  parents.  Their  enly  compenaa- 
tion  and  conaolation  was  that  they  livad  in  undiminished  devotion 
xndeed  adiairation  with  and  Tor  each  other,  totally  blind  to  th>^eir 
weaknesses  anfl  Saults;  maybe  tiiis  was  fortunate  in  their  case 

Täeir  •conomic  aituatiom  which  for  many  years  äad  allowed  them 
to  live  carerree  and  spoiled  life  went  downhill  «fter  he  had  to 
part  from  the  business  -  wher»  he  aever  had  played  an  imoori-a-i- 

tSi  ollf  "^  J'?  'r*  '*"  afficiency  and  spi^f :heruiSirä;an 
TJhe  only  smart  leader  amongst  6  members  grew  old  and  died 

».>,  ^*^if  ^'i®'^  ^ia  hand  on  some  other  business  ventures,  *but  with 
briJhii  K  !  ^I^'^^«^«'  H«  «^o'^ld  ^«ve  had  the  advise  of  his  oldest 
br.ther  but  hhe  «ever  conf ided  in  him  and  we  «ften  woadered  on 
what  resources  they  made  their  livimg,  the  style  ef  which  they 
alwaya  reduced  later  than  it  b.came  necessary.  A  close  realtion- 

ktd^^Tr'*''  ^!r^^°*^  *^*^  *^«  brothers  and  their  wives;  everyb.dy 
J;  thlnJ/"  *^«"'/«°«^3e  .r  their  suffering,  Dut  the  difrereL; 
in  thinking  and  iaterests  was  too  great.  In  his  last  years  Felix 
became  dement  and  he  died  at  the  age  of  84. 
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Sicgmund  FelsenstelA  18^4  -  1927 
There  was  anether  casa  of  family  marriage  ia  the  older  gene- 
ratio»  which  turaed  ©ut  not  amy  more  favorabl«.  1  kad  meatioaad 
tke  youagest  brcther  of  Abraham  FölseasteiA  (pag«  4)as  b»ra 
uadar  unfavorable  auspices;  he  died  at  tk«  gge  or  41  of  typhoid 
fever  leaving  his  wiaow  with  t>   ckildren  and  pregaaat.  This  pest- 
kumous  child  was  barm  in  18b5  and  named  after  him  -  Jacobiae. 
coatrary  to  my  fathar  his  yaunger  brather  did  aot  rasist  tke'wiah- 
«s  of  his  ald  fflaa  wko  feit  samawhat  guilty  that  with  the  passiae 
•t  hi8  brotker  all  iaterest  ia  the  busiaess  wi.s  lost  to  tke  family 
of  his  dead  brether.  Se,  Siegmuad  married  Jacobiae  and  probably 
regretted  it  all  kis  lifo. 

Whether  the  desperation  aad  grief  of  ker  motkar  duriag  her 
intra  -  uteriae  developemeat  had  aay  influoace,  whether  the  grow- 
iag  up  in  a  fatkerleas  kerne  molded  ker  ckaracter  unfavorable  ia 
aa  interestiag  tkought;  but  neither  medical  scieaca  nor  «ocielo- 
gical  experience  can  anwer  tkis  question.  She  was  fairly  iatel- 
ligent  but  thig  is  about  all  I  would  say  to  her  credit  ia  tryiag 
to  give  a  picturo  of  her  persoaality.  üer  kusband  was  a  ratker 
easy  goiag,  basically  frieudly  peraoa,  not  vary  bright  with  a 
tendeacy  to  onvy  and  suspicioa.  Anothar  woman  might  kave  ia- 
flU3aced  kim  ia  a  more  positiv  directioa  -  aot  Jacobino.  Bocause 
of  ker  nobody  in  the  big  family  circlo  was  really  cloae  to  tkis 
braach  and  if  I  say  that  our  own  relatieaship  was  "corroct" 
It  ia  already  a  littlo  euphemiatic. 

Tke  couple  was  blassed  -  if  this  is  an  adequ^te  decription- 
duriag  tko  first  *oa  yoars  of  aarriaga  with  5  childroa,  one  daugk- 
tor  aad  four  boys,  the  last  oaes  twins.  Tke  eldest  son,  leo 
was  not  bad  looking  but  otkerwise  very  aediocre  intellectually 
aad  socially.  We  cousias  got  along  with  kim  allright  mainly  be- 
cauae  ke  kad  a  senso  of  kumor.  He  was  a  swingiag  bachelor.not 
oxactlj,  discriminatiag.  At  the  age  of  35  ho  decided  to  get  married. 
He  would  aot  considar  any  girl  without  a  substantial  dowry,  ox- 
plaiaiag  ko  cannot  sea  why  ho  should  support  and  feed  tke  daugktor 
of  a  straagerl 

The  day  beforo  the  weddiag  ha  anaounced  tkat  ko  just  kad 
•rdored  flowera  for  tke  last  time  for  his  futore  wifa.  It  turaed 
out  to  be  very  true.  It  was  aot  long  after  his  marriage  that  tho 
lato  sequolae  of  a  syphilitic  infection  became  evident  and  at 
the  age  of  5?   caused  his  death;  fortunately  the  marriage  kad  re- 
maiaed  childless. 
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*****1^Ä  was  tna  secomd  ckild  -  tk«  Image  tr  hm:   metker,  UÄÄtrac- 
tive  witkeut  «jiy  «#01»!  grac©  «md  accordimgly  witkout  friaÄd«. 
Sk«  was  quitt  imt«llig«mt  amd  culturally  iaterested.  Tke  «Äly 
tl^i^g  wkick  could  attract  a  maji  was  ker  mtÄey  ajid  kar  f  atkar 
was  fiast  gemeraus  im  prtvidimg  suck  a  Iura. 

Ska  did  marry  a  demtiat  im  Mumick,  but  avidamtly  t#  mabadyfts 
•atisractiom  ar  kappimass.  Twa  ckildrom  were  Dam  ta  tkis  cauple 
Tke  daugkter  l'irst  warked  im  Londam  as  a  yaumg  girl  and  tkam 
amigrated  ta  U.S*A«  A  refimed,  nat  unattrtctive  out  ratkor  sky 
and  uminspirimg  lady,  ske  mevar  married  amd  kept  on  leading  a 
lamely  life,  even  at  the  time  wkon  ker  umcle,  also  livimg  in 
New  York,  skauld  kave  taken  an  interest  in  kis  miece.   Abaut 
tke  sam  I  am  unablo  ta  roport  anytking  simce  his  sister  atoad- 
fastly  avaid»  even  to  mentiam  kim;  tkis  makes  it  very  suspect 
tkat  mat  nuck  gaad  could  Dj  said  abaut  kirn« 

yke  tkird  ckild  af  Siegmund  and  Jacabime  was  a  bay,barn  amly 
10  days  after  I  was  barm.  Eis  is  a  sad  story  rram  begimmimg  ta 
end.  He  was  pkysically  and  memtally  poarly  develaped,  altkaugk 
mat  retatted.  WkeAter  tke  way  ke  was  treated  by  kis  matker  made 
kis  camditiam  warae  ia  kard  to  prava;  meitker  cam  tke  cause  af 
ker  attiituda  tawarda  tki»  bay  clearly  be  determined.But  tkera 
saams  ta  be  na  daubt  tkat  ske  kated  tkis  ckild  amd  f er  ma  gaod 
reason  baat  kim  mercilessly  duxing  all  kis  yaumg  years.  My  awm 
camtact  witk  tkis  causin  was  a  very  remote  ene,  anly  tkat  I  - 
like  tke  rest  af  tke  family  -  feit  genuine  pity  far  him. 

Tkero  was  mever  any  intention  am  tke  part  af  bis  father 
ta  give  kim  a  ckance  im  tke  busimess,  wkich  would  surely  kave 
ended  in  a  fiasca.  I  believe  tkat  ke  was  skaved  afr  to  the  caumtyy 
ta  da  same  fmam  wark.  Nabady  evidently  aadeany  effort  ta  get  him 
•ut  af  Germamy  durimg  the  Hitler  catastrapke  amd  tke  paar  umhappy 
fellaw  perisked  there  at  tke  age  af  abaut  50. 

Tke  last  ckildren  were  twin  bays  and  an  them  all  tke  interest 
amd  affectiom  ta  wkich  tke  parants  were  capable  were  laviahed, 
Tkey  were  marmal  im  appearamce  and  imtelligence,  Julius  af  rather 
skort  statuxe,  which  might  kave  imfluenced  kis  character  in  tke 
diractiom  af  an  avefcompensated  imferiority  camplex.  He  entared 
the  firm  af  Gebruder  Felsenstaim  and  became  a  knowladgable  pmrt- 
mer,  wha  because  of  kis  familiarity  with  the  trade  in  America 
settled  in  New  York  aarly  in  19^3 


?*ii*«m*?^V»>o?r.Tw>"t» 


VV-'  rig»<irf >  1 1  KMiiVTl 


kt&wkl.  o.iAX^i. 


.»«.«-.-«»•'^M-    ■•    <VaOi'*1-N%-VM 


ERNEST  S.  FELSENSTEIN,  M.  D. 

2  NORTH  BROADWAY 
WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y. 

White  Plains  9-3593 

He  was  m^t  a  very  likable  ar  reliabl«  ckaracter,  m^re  iÄteros- 
ted  in  kis  ©wä  fimaAcial.boaof ita  tkaA  «f  tiiat  mt   iiis  partmera. 
Hi»  wif«  probably  was  aat  a  gead  Imf lueace  on  him.  I  called  ker 
a  smart  aAd  qiiite  attractiv  cat#  Havimg  a  ratiier  spicy  past  b«- 
hiJtd  her,  ske  prabably  kad  acquired  sufficiojat  iAformatitJi  ef 
tke  f ijaancial  situatioÄ  af  this  backolar  wken  she  succassfully 
went  aft^r  him  as  a  gead  catch.  DuriJtg  a  vacation  im  PajitrösiAa 
sha  pretejaded  terrible  fear  while  a  thundersterm  was  in  progress 
eae  night  ajid  -  as  a  gentleman  -  he  ceuld  net  refuse  te  let  her 
fimd  refuge  in  his  reem.He  married  her  ajtd  evidently  was  aet  evea 
aware  hew  she  deminated  him,  possibly  quite  happy.  They  had  aa 
children  and  in  his  sixties  he  developed  a  malignancy  and  died* 
Typically  fer  her,  she  sigaed  the  death  notice  in  a  paper  as 

"his  heartbreken  widew'*,  whick  I  could  not  help  but  make  a  cyni- 
cal  remark  about.  If  she  ever  had  ene,  it  appears  that^!^i8  heart 
mended  very  pramptly  when  she  re-married  a  weii-t«-do  widower. 
It  seems,  that  she  Teil  upstairs!  ^r 

The  ather  twin,  ^gen,  studied  aedicine  and  worked  as  ass^-taat 
with  a  dermatelegist  when  his  eldost  brather  died«  Now,Siegmuad 
had  enly  aae  san  in  the  firm,  while  the  contract  eatitled  him  te 

twe.  he  iasisted  that  the  young  dactor  should  replace  his  dead 
brather.  A  great  caatreversy  startad  becauso  the  othsr  partners 

would  aet  kave  any  af  this  scheme.  Finally  the  case  was  braugkt 
to  court,  which  decided  in  his  favaur.  Sa,  Sagen  gave  up  medicine 

and  became  a  Dusiaessman;  although  iatelligent  he  had  119   early 
training  far  it  and  probably  not  even  the  necessary  interest. 

his  activity  was  limited  and  he  always  ramained  in  the  shadow  af 
his  brother  and  the  ather  partners.  When  he  emigrated  to  England 
followiag  weeks  of  auffering  in  a  Nazi  coacentration  camp  in  1938 
I  believe  ha  tried  his  hand  in  the  für  trade. But  when  the  war 

Started  and  physicians  were  needed  in  England,  ha  returned  ta 
mediciaa. 

He  had  married  the  girl  witk  whem  he  kad  a  close  relation- 
ship  far  years  and  this  union  was  something  sensational  in  the 
family,the  first  case  af  a  mixed  marriage.  She  did  canvert  to 
Judaisme  to  please  his  parents,  but  it  probably  did  aot  have  any 
deep  ffleaning  for  the  couple.   A  daughter  was  born  to  them  an 
British  seil,  where  he  had  sent  his  wifo  to  give  the  child  thia 

nationality  at  a  time  before  they  left  Germany  for  good. 

'*'"*■**'   In  conclusion  af  this  chaptar  I  realize  that  the  story 

af  this  f amily  bri^ach  is  a  aad  one  and  that  it  has  practically 

died  out  or  will  in  the  not  distant  future. 

-»--•-+  He  died  in  England, also  in  his  aixtie3,I  believe  of  «  heart; 

ceaditioa. 
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Ludwig  PelsensteiÄ  1855  -  19:>1 

I  reiiemb«r  kim  well  as  an  imdividual  or  whom  and  could  sity 
tiiixt  ke  was  Dorn  aÄi.tld  maJt;  »lew  ia  tkinkiÄg  as  well  as  talking 
aad  movement  (we  children  used  t#  say  that  ke  walks  witk  kis  knees 
komeward  bouad)  ko  aever  seemed  t©  kave  any  wider  korizoÄ,ke  was 
marr©w  minded  and  a  miser,  except  -  I  must  add  to  his  credit  - 
if  ckarity  was  involved. 

He  did  one  very  smart  thing  in  kis  lii'e:  to  go  imto  part- 
narskip  witk  kis  Drother  ilugen  in  London,  alse  in  tke  für  trade, 
On  kis  ewn  ke  probably  weuld  kave  always  been  a  failure,but  Eugen 
made  a  success  ef  their  enterprise  under  the  name  Felsenstein 
Brothera, cempletely  independent  ef  tke  firm  in  Germany. 

His  personal  life  cortainly  could  not  bo  considered  «  suc- 
cess either. ,Neitkor  being  attractlv  nor  romantic  I  wender  how 
ke  ever  managed  to  get  married  and  from  what  was  reported  kis 
bride  was  quite  good  leoking  and  came  from  a  good  faiaily,  Tko 

couplo  kad  two  sons  and  wkilo  tkey  still  wero  in  their  early 
ckildhood  tke  marriage  broke  up.  Tkis  event  -  the  only  ono  of 

its  kii.d  in  tke  annals  of  Ludwig' s  generation  of  Felsenstein  -- 
was  mever  explained  in  its  cause  er  details  to  us  ckildren  and 
was  always  treated  in  a  kusk-kusk  faskion*  Tkero  was  some  rumor 
tkat  the  lady  had  tried  to  seduce  her  brotker  -  in  -  law^wko 
evidently  was  not  tke  least  inuorested,  ke  actually  ceuld  not 
stand  ker.  Anotker  luuuir  whispered  abeut  a  mental  disease« 
Wkether  she  run  away  from  husband  and  ckildren  or  whethor  ke 
tkrow  ker  out  remains  an  open  question;  there  w«is  never  a  legal 
divorce  and  ke  kept  tke  boyo;rf  to  bring  tkem  up  in  kis  own  simple 

and  iininspiring  way  in  a  kome  far  below  his  economic  Status  witk 
tke  kelp  of  an  unpleasant  and  uneducated  eider ly  houaekeeper« 

Perkaps  in  different  surroxindings  these  sons  ceuld  have  deve- 

loped  into  more  attractlveand  better  educated  personalities, 
ospocially  the  older  one  wko  kad  normal  intelligence.But,tk#- 
tke  fatker*s  capability  and  goal  was  to  nake  just  "good  boys" 
out  of  tkem  wko  would  follow  in  nis  footateps,  especially  in 
observing  all  religious  laws  to  tke  T.  In  tkis  ke  succeeded. 

Tke  younger  son.similar  to  his  name-sake  cousin  in  Fürtk  also 
was  a  peor  spocimen  in  appearanco  and  intelligence. 

During  my  first  visit  to  ifingland  in  1907  I  gladly  accopted 

kim  as  a  guide  in  London,  a  job  ke  was  eafeer  to  off er  to  me. 
He  also  visited  me  at  tke  school  in  Kamsgate  where  I  spent  d 
doiigktful  monthsas  a  summer  Student.  After  he  h*d  left,the 
keadmaster,  a  most  interesting  and  ckarming  man,  spoke  tne  trutk 
wken  he  said  :  '*!  tkink  your  cousin  is  a  first  -  class  Scklemiekl" 
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I  d.n't  tkiÄk  ke  ever  filled  aay  jeb  «r  pesitioji,  ke  died  »t  tke 

•ge  »f  31  ,  tko  cause  ©f  d«atk  is  unkn^wn  t©  m«. 

1-h«  Ja   ■  ■'•***^  chapter  I  will  feav«  to  r.port  s*me  story  ab»ut 

lor  t«  kim  m  xmtelligence.  a  very  good  kuman  beiag  1  and  rieh 
rk«y  produced  four  daugkters.  Ludwig  pr.bably  was  «ore  1m«1v 
after  o»e  soa  loft  his  kous«  to  get  married  Ld  ke  kad  lIS?  L« 
y.UÄger  ose.  One  ef  kis  few  achievementa  ror  which  ke  kad  made 
great  efforts  was  tke  imstallation  ef  a  kesher  kitcken  at  the 
c^eraan  Hespital  in  London,  where  many  of  the  poor  iäaat-üUroDae« 
dews  were  troated.  y^^* 

Jacob  Pelsonsteld  1856  -  19^8 
14-w   ?®/!^  difforemt  from  tke  otker  siblings,  somkow  rebolliou« 

still  ifl  tke  pareatal  hone.  He  too  was  sent  to  London  to  work 
togotker  witk  kis  two  brotkers;  kowever  this  partnerskip  was  far 
rrom  karmonious  and  seme  day  tkeir  argunents  ended  im  right 
T»J!?:  'Tri**  ^u^^   f^*^  '^''^**  ^^'•»S  8r*t)bed  kis  timid  brother 

Darl:?!Lb^   H  "^^  3erious  damage ,  but  tke  boxes  did.  So  did  tke 
partaerskip  and  Jacob  was  sent  to  America  like  so  aany  otker 
'black  Bkeep"  of  his  tine. 

c«.c..^!H"*n  "•*.!  auccoss  thsre  either  as  far  as  businesa  was 
concerned.  Over  tho  year.  ke  «tartod  «any  difierent  enterprises 
!2  !**''''*^  •Ptimist  expecting  great  wealtk  coaing  kis  way  at 

SstiSd  Jf*bJco£L«^°Shf*"J^!J*^»;  '^^^«  »«^"  materialized  «id 
i-«  ^1*»  »I  D«coaa.ns  tke  "rick  uncle  from  America". the  moaev  kad 

filt  JJe  LeH^  across  tko  Atlantic  wken  kis  broikers^S'LJSpe 
roit  tke  need  to  give  him  some  »upport. 

He  kad  broken  radic-lly  witk  kis  strict  religious  upbring- 

J^L!j\?"i,:  5*"^  **"!'!  °^*  *  tv>xni»s   P»iiit  :  wken  a  cable  in- 
tJTJJ^^.**'**  u^^  ^if****^  **<i  <ii«d.  ^ia  conscience  nade  kia  ko 
Sne  o?^;*^  /^•'■*  i'  **^^^  "y  **»•  •P«<^i*l  prayers  for  tke^doad. 
iTuJlJ     .     TT   'f  *''*''  •-^^^^•y^   cgregation.sooing  a  sträng. 
kii^koSf'ti^.S«»^*^!?!^*  «fS-S**^  kearing  kis  atory.offered  kim 
•uJ  !?  ni^L^  H   *^!  weekjr^»f  mourning  there.  Wketker  ke  did  tkis 
Ifhll  Ül^^^i   f*^^!"  •^   ^•'^*  •rWketker  ke  also  tkougkt 
JL  t-v??!?^     daugktor  nobody  can  toll.   Tke  fact  is,  tkat 
tt!  i!.^i     ""  was  acceptod  and  «ince  the  daugkter/who  la,   not 
too  young  any  Bor.^ut  ovidently  very  beautiful  di/ overytking 
to  pleaso  tkis  guest,  ke  promptly  feil  in  love  with  hör  and  tkey 
got  marrxod   Ske  «ust  kavo  been  kis  superior  intellectually  anJ 

1   f  ^^'f^^^^y  *^«°*"^«  «fa«  »•*  enly  dominated  th.  growing  f .- 
mily  but  also  convertod  ker  kuaband  so  completoly  back  to  strict 
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•rtkodoxy,  tkat  k«  bacame  ths  m#st  fanatic  ©f  tkem  all.  ka   am 
•xampl«:  wken  ke  came  to  Surape  and  stajed  in  my  paroats  kome 
ke  akarad  tke  bedraam  with  me;  tüa  pictura  af  a  man  lyimg  ia 
bad  wltk  a  toiiriatcap  an  kis  kaad  caused  ma  ta  iiuiacamtly  ask 
kim  wketker  ke  sufiarad  Tram  aauralgia  ar  rkaumatic  pain;  ak  na 
ka  saidjbut  I  wauld  nat  slaap  **bacalaua  rasck"  maaaimg  witkaut 

a  cavor  an  kis  kaad.  I  kad  m.ever   kaard  anytking  lüce  it  bai^ara 
and  palitely  did  mot  argua. 

Ha  was  a  gaad  loakiag  mam,  quita  ckarming  aad  frieiidly, 
wkick  made  avarybady  avarlaak  kis  skartcamimga. 

Wa  wara  Struck  by  kia  rapart  tkat  baaidas  4  ar  5  ckildrem 
af  tkeir  awn,  wkaii  ta  raad  and  bring  up  was  difficult  anough, 
tkay  kad  adapttad  d   mare;  wky  I  dom't  know. 

Tke  oldast  daugktar,Nattia  as  a  yaung^irl  in  I908  ipant 
many  nantks  in  iäarapa,visitlng  diverse  membars  af  tke  family. 
Ska  was  na  graat  baauty,but  very  intelligent  and  af  a  ckarm, 
wkick  mada  ker  belaved  by^   avarybady  -  yaung  as  wall  as  ald. 
-^^1  •^  life,  ske  flirted  witk  nast  af  ker  cousins  and  kad  a 
graat  tima.  Our  part  af  the  family  at  tkat  tima  quita  maturally 
bacame  very  friandly  and  clase  ta  ker.  Wkile  this  friendakip 
z^^*.?**^"^^  inactiv  during  tke  fallawing  years  dua  to  tke 
^000  Ailas  wkick  separatad  u8,for  ma  it  praved  very  valuable 
wken  tke  quastian  af  amigratian  bacame  acute. 

Ska  kad  marricd  Siegfrid  Bendkeim  wki^^ske  was  not  very 
yaung  any  mara  and  I  tkink  she  kad  made  a  very  good  ckaica.Ha 
was  barn  in  Germany  and  at  tke  start  af  tke  war  in  1914  warked 
in  an  important  matal  business  in  Landen.  Most  af  the  Garman 
natianals,  ardent  patriats  and  war  antkasiasts  rusked  to  raack 
tka  fatkerland;  ke  alsa  toak  ta  tke  sea,but  smartly  in  tka 
wastern  diraction  wkere  ss  a  partner  af  tka  Landen  kouse,ke  did 
axtramaly  wall,probably  nat  sa  auck  dua  ta  kis  awn  buainass  acu- 
men  but  to  tkat  af  nis  Partners.  He  was  a  very  gaad  and  kind  man 
ta  wkam  I  always  feit  grataful  since  witkaut  any  questian  ke 
suppliad  ma  witk  tke  necessary  affidavits  in  arder  ta  iiiimigrata 
inta  U^S.A. 

ifor  Nettia  ke  was  just  tke  rigkt  man  in  kis  saftness,  be- 
causa  ske  being  stralwilled  and  aticking  ta  inherited  convictians 
ske  cauld  easily  dominato  kim  and  ker  family.  Ovar  tke  years 
ske  kad  changed  from  ker  yautkful  gayit/y  to  a  stern  discipli- 
narian,  partioularly  in  tke  fiild  af  religian.  So,  aur  relation- 
skip  -  nat  witkout  regret  on  my  part  -  becama  jtrained,  most  of 
all,  it  seems,  wken  ske  bacame  aware,  tkat  my  sozi  kad  married 
eut  af  tka  faitk« 
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H#w  iÄt«l»iant  sh«  was  ia  illuBtrated  by  the  ract  that  -  altkougk 
ske  kad  assumod  practic«tlly  all  röspojasibility  for  tha  ckildröii 
•f  ker  dacaiced  sister  -  sha  savered  all  contact  with  kar  aapkew 
wken  ka  also  marriad  a  man  -  Jawisk  girl. 

Ske  probably  kad  iakaritad  tke  fina  and  tka  less  deairabia 
ckaracterifiitics  af  ker  aatkar.  Being  ratker  vain  ske  wauld  aat 
divulga  ker  age  wken  I  askad  for  ker  coaperation  far  the  familj 
alDum,but  I  knaw,  tkat  ske  was  t>%rn   abaut  1887. Ska  diad  in  1968. 

Ska  kctü  baan  a  widow  far  sama  yaars  and  there  was  ne  contact  any 
mora  betwaem  us  durimg  ker  last  years. 

Of  ker  two  ckildran  I  anly  kave  claser  knowledge  af  tke  aldor 
a4e,  ker  daugkter  Gütcken.  A  very  attractive,  intelligent  and 
plaasamt  yaxxmg  waman,  ska  kad  just  Deen  married  at  tka  tima  af  my 

first  Visit  ta  Amarica,  Her  kusbaad,  a  brilliant  young  lawyer 
was  in  a  vary  kigk  pasition  as  Cammissianer  of  investigatian  af 
tka  City  af  New  ]Cark.  Botk  af  tkem  shawed  a  daap  iateres-c  in  my 
Problems  and  a  mast  friendly  «ttituda,  wkick  was  of  great  value 
to  me,  because  kis  imfluence  apanend  all  tha  doars  wkere  I  cauld 
get  tke  infarmatian  desired  in  arder  ta  coma  to  a  decisian  can- 
cerning  immigratian  to  U.S.A. 

Besides  it,  tke  personal  contact  witk  tkesa  two  fine  young 
people  was  a  real  pleasura  and  I  alwa^s  kad  the  higkest  ragard 
far  Bill  Herlands  wka's  character  was  an  tke  same  high  Standard 
as  kis  mind.  It  saddened  ma,  wken  as  a  man  af  middle  agOjkaving 

reacked  the  pasition  af  «  Föderal  Judge,  ke  die^of  Cancer  of  tke 
pamcreas* 

Tke  second  daugkter  of  Jacob  P.  I  kmaw ^ifly  superf icially 
wken  ske  was  visiting  in  Buropo.  Ske  was  a  very  vivacious  and  at- 
tractiv  young  woman,but  unfortxuiately  diod  ratker  young,  also 

of  cajtcar*  Ske  left  a  daugkter  and  a  san  besides  ker  kusbamd.wka 
apparently  was  cansidexad  anfcutsider  im  tke  f amily  amd  ratker 
irraspamsible.  So,  Nettie,  maving  been  very  close  to  ker  sister 
togetker  witk  ker  kusbamd  acted  as  Substitute  parents  im  overy 
respect.  Tke  girl,  a  stunmimg  beauty,  married  am^in  Ckicago.Im 
comtrast  to  ker  fore  -  memtioned  brother,  she  seeSs  to  kave  fol- 
lowed  in  tke  footsteps  of  ker  gramdmotker  and  aunt  in  tke  direc- 
tiom  of  strict  ortkodozy* 

Botkiag  was  ever  mentioned  about  tke  brotkers,  except 
Honry  ,  wko  togetkor  witk  kis  wife  ahowed  somo  f amily  feelii.g 
wken  we  kad  landed  in  America.  He  was  not  particularly  imtores- 
timg  amd  as  middle  class  was  lookod  dowm  upoa  oy  kis  sister  as 
a  poor  relativ  -  ske  kad  forgottem  kow  poor  ske  was  im  ker  youtk 
and  tke  momey  went  to  ker  kead,  mot  improvimg  ker  spiritual  value. 
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Homry,like  kis  Tatker  kad  bec©Hi/e  disinterested  »nd  critical  tf 
roligioA  aad  -  I  was  t#ld  -  returmed  t#  it  as  an  old  mam. 
0ne  of  kis  brttkers  was  supptaed  tm   w#rk  as  a  taxi  driver. 

Kartline  18b9  -  188^ 

ske  was  tke  first  girl  bara  ta  Abrakam  and  Jtkanna  Felsenstoia 
Nat  muck  was  laid  abaut  ker,  except  tkat  ake  was  jß^   verj  eager 
ta  get  aarriöd,  altkaugk  seemimgly  aat  in  goad  köaltk.  Tkis  wisk 
af  ker  was  fulfilled  but  ske  died  very  yaung,aever  kad  aay  ckildrem« 

Mjdc  1865  -  189k: 

Wkile  tke  cause  tü  early  deatk  •t   kis  sister/f  ia  met  kaawa, 
passibiy  tubercultsiSi  ko  develaped  diabetes  as  a  ytuag  naa  and 
as  all  patiemts  under  tke  age  af  ^0  suffering  fram  tkis  metabalic 
disease  im  tke  pre-  Imsulim  era  ,  ke  succuabeld  ta  it 
Easa   barm  1358 

Wky  gramdTatker  Pelsenstein  skawed  st  little  discrimimatiam 
im  tke  ckaice  af  sam-in-laws,  is  kard  ta  umderstand;  tkat  ke  kad 
tke  last  ward  im  tke  Sektion,  I  am  quite  sure.  D.I.Weil  t#  wktm 
ske  was  married,like  tke  kusbamd  tf  Karalime,  kad  very  little  ta 
äff er  eitker  im  imtelligemca,  aducatiom,  busimesa  ackievement  er 
laaks.  Ho  was  a  kard  warker,yery  ertkadax  -  and  certaimly  mat 
impatamtl  Tke  family  tf  this  cauple  kept  growing  and  grtwimg 
tili  tiiey  kad  fallawed  tke  example  af  Hasans  parents  ^  1'^   ckildrem. 
Ske  prtbably  did  mtt  even  kave  time  ta  cantemplate  wkether  tkis 
was  desirable.  Ske  was  a  simple  woman  with  mo  autside  interests 
and  im  ker  way  setmingly  quite  satisf ied  ar  kappy  witJn  tkis  kimd 
af  life,  ske  kept  far  ever  talkii.g  about  ker  canfimememts  amd 
ker  f Itck  tf  ckildrem.  As  am  imdicatiom  kaw  frugally  tkis  faaily 
lived  it  suffices  ta  repart,  tkat  six  fairly  grtwn  -  up  sams 
slept  im  tme  roam  wkick  Ittked  mare  like  a  military  barack  tkam 
a  bedrtam,  Mr.  Weil  was  a  travellimg  salssmam  ftr  cleanimg  rugs 
amd  aiailar  items,always  carryimg  keavy  laads  af  kis  aamplts  tt 
kis  custamers,  many  af  wktm  prabably  wert  mtt  better  äff , tkam  ka. 
Altkaugk  ke  was  mtt  able  tt  tff ar  amy  af  tke  bettar  tkimgs  im 
Ufa  amd  kad  tt  accept  aaae  fimamcial  kelp,  ke  deserved  credit 
far  supplyimg  tke  mecesaities  far  kis  enarmtua  family  by  wtrkimg 

very  kard  durimg  tke  day^id  arten  spemdimg  tke  migkt  am  tke  kard 
bemck  tf  a  train«      / 

Ftr  kis  ckildren  ke  was  a  very  ttugh  discipiimarian  -  wkem 
ke  was  kamty  and  I  dam't  tkimk  tbey  kad  much  lave  ftr  kim,prtbab- 

ly  mare  fear, but  tkey  respected  kirn.  Being  ctmsciaus  af  kis  awn 
paar  education  ke  pressed  kard  em  kis  ckildren  comcernimg  tkeir 
ackaal  wark 
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He  als«  tried  to  impr#vo  kis  ewn  kjitwlecigo,  especially  er  tke 
Talmud,  but  witk  »cant  aucces»;  wkatever  he  did  acquire  in  tkis 
respoct  ke  kad  tke  urge  te  »kew  m£t   amd  mebedy  could  prevent 
kiffl  frem  Aakimg  a  speeck  em  eccaslems  like  weddjjtgs  er  i5ar- 
Mltzwaks;  mestly  It  was  quite  emDarrasslmg  wken  tkis  elderly  mam 
cut  a  tragi  -  cemic  figure.  In  kis  last  years  ke  ceuld  met  werk 
any  nere,  was  difrlcult  te  kandle  due  te  advanced  arteriescle- 
reale  ef  tke  braim. 

desef ,  tke  first  -  bera  was  umder  a  special  ebligatiea 
te  imt'luemce  and  glve  a  geed  exaiaple  te  kis  yeunger  siblings« 

Altkeugn  met  particularly  brigkt  ke  managed  by  very  kard  study 
te  beceffle  primus  of  kis  class  in  a  public  sckeel  in  Frankfurt 
amd  ke  preved  tke  experiemce  tliat  kigk  marks  im  sckeel  Im  me  way 

guaramty  great  success  im  life.  He  alse  werked  in  tke  business 
wer Id.  He  was  ratker  sky  amd  a  little  awkward 

Wkem  ke  kad  reacked  marryimg  age,  a  matck  kad  been  mere 
er  lese  arranged  f er  kirn  by  kis  xuncle  Sugem  im  Lendem  witk  tke 
daugkter  ef  ene  of  kis  friemds.  Se,  he  travelled  te  Saglamd 
but  evident ly  ceuld  met  find  tke  ceurage  te  prepese  te  tke  girl« 

Tke  umcle  became  impatiemt  amd  siived  tke  problea  by  appreack- 
img  tke  prespectiv  bride  sayimg  "yfp  can  give  me  a  kiss  -  I  will 
be  yeur  umcle".  Tkat  was  tke  emgagement. 

Tke  bride  came  frem  a  family  ef  Auatrian  upbrimgimg,wke 
was  easy  -  geimg  amd  fun  levimg,  ske  kerself  quite  vivaci©us. 
Te  be  tranferred  te  Framkfurt  imte  a  family  who  was  always 
sterm,  tkrifty  amd  serieus  was  mere  tkam  ske  ceuld  telerate 
amd  it  did  met  take  toe  lemg  befere  ske  succeeded  te  returm  te 
Lemden  wkere  ske  could  live  mere  im  ker  accustomed  style, but 
wkere  ker  kusbamd  had  te  fimd  a  mew  way  ef  makimg  a  livimg. 

He  prebaDly  was  demimated  fer  tke  rest  ef  kis  life  by  kis  wif e 
amd  ker  family. 

Tke  aecemd  sem  -  Sugem  -  was  tke  aest  werldly  ef  tkis 

branck  ef  the  family  and  since  ke  get  a  i^b   at  Gebrüder  F.  im 

Fürtk,  wkile  we  were  still  livimg  tkere,  a  clfser  amd  friedily 

relatiemskip  witk  my  evm  family  had  develeped.  Hewever,  wken 
ke  f eumd  that  kis  kepe  ef  advamcimg  te  a  mere  impertamt  pesi- 
tien,  pessibly  partner skip  ceuld  met  be  realized,  ke  reurmed 
te  Framkfurt  and  also  became  a  travelling  salesmam,  but  im  a 
mere  rewardimg  lime  tkan  kis  father. 

He  married  a  girl  frem  a  very  small  cemmunity  witk  tke 
funny  mame  ef  "Sterbfritz"  and  tkey  lived  im  Frankfurt  tili 
tkey  emigrated  te  U.S.A.  He  died  many  years  ago,  kis  kealtk 
alwaj^s  kad  Doem  aomewkat  belew  par.  He  left  kis  widew,  tke 
emly  memeir  ef  tke  family  Iä  U.S.A.  witk  wkom  we  still  kave 
aeme  cemtact 
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a  Tery  «••<!  a*d  pleaaaat  lady,   still  quite  activ  «d  spry  at 
80  plus.  Her  tkree  iaugkters  «ise  xive  jji  «o     i       ^ 

Umfertuaately  als»  widewed.  ^  ^     „       . 

»  -KV.,  —iv  «me  ef  this  bramch  wM«  wemt  te  »merica  as 

Lee       was  the  emly  •»«  •i/"aa  te  leave   but  ke  was  a  little 
as  yeumg  «a«.   ..*  ''^l^^H  l%iud  middle   das.  buaiiiesa  aadfamily 
:Z  ::rtkrr^:r^./:ini*e  m  ^.  way  excltm,  »nd  .ur  c..tact 
man.  »ei«  ckildren  tke  eldast  died  as 

was  Ä#t  a  close   #110  •     ux   mj.»    um 

a  young  man,   ummarried.  t   k 

Siegfried     ,   tke  f.urtk  son  witki*  4  years  died  as  a  o.y.   I  be- 

TT:?;"düä  tl  seae   cemplicatioa  ef  scarlet  fever 

lieve  due  t.  ;•»«   %  ^  ^^  f^^,,,  „.„k  aud  wt  t..  brxgkt. 

T     T      i       leZl   itavSiK  G«raa»y  he  was  a  Hebrew  teacher  ef  « 
liwerit^al^TarrTd^meut  ciildre.  ke  died  tkere  in  kis  seve.- 

i^i  t  ES  ES  ^^^  ^^^ 

'"•"  ^S:  *c;;if  r.j'Jii^  r^  ti^^^ack  .af ety  ^  «.tker  c.u.try 
«jtd  all  seven  .f  this  family  perisked  *itj*ur  *  *"°«;     .^^, 
After  tke  birkh  of  six  sons  a  girl  at  last  was  c.iniag  inii. 

tkis  werld,  but  met  aleme  v^.i-u^r 

F  e  1  i  c  •  was  acceapamied  by  her  twiü  bretker 
Willy  Tkese  tw.  repreaented  a  sligktly  differemt  "P«°t 
If  tke  dJvel.peaemt  .f  tkis  comstaatly  äv.^xus  J^W*  f  ^T^^h 
li   ge^d  terms  witk  tke  .tker  siblimgs  tke^.raed  *f  l"«  ^"^^_ 
Ütmfwlat  apart;  tkeir  h.riz.n  was  m.t  so^arr.w.  tkeir  xat.llec- 
tual  and  cultural  imterests  mere  develffed.         w^^Ibs  aeme 
Tkey  were  .mly  ..e  yeaar  .Ider  tkan  «»yself  jnd  ^J^i»^  '»•'^* 
idea«  aad  iaterests  ia  c.aae./a  f riendship  witk  b.tk  .f  thea 
develeped  wkile  I  was  visitim^  in  Frankfurt.       „^„ti.ned 
I*  tke  report  abeut  Ludwig  P.  (pag«  '^)  I  ^^^   aentiened 

a  «tery  c.ncerning  kis  elder  sea,  Julius.  Here  i* /»  '      , 
Wken  Feiice  Weil  was  abeut  20  ker  pwrents  and  ^^f'^8  Jad 
c.ae  t.  tke  decisi.n.  tkat  .ke  sk.uld  aarry  this  ^•'*»^'  "^^f 
weuld  aean  censiderable  ecenemic  iaprevement  fer  ker.  wneaner 
tke  prespectiv  bridegroem  kad  any  say  in  this  schooe  I  deubt 

very  auck.  Me  was  only  .^  surely  ""f  ;i^^-i,;j^:^j::^:d'd:rir;ble 
aing  tke  fair  sex  and  any  neraal  girl  aust  kave  appeax     ^ 

ti  kia.  Felice  k.wever  was  pres.ured,  P^f  «^^^'f^/Ji^^i^r 
nical  fatker  te  c.nsent  te  tke  engageaent,  cert^mly  *i*^»!^^ 
X].J   .r  entkusiasae.  Wke^I  keard  the  news,  I  was  appalled 
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f eoling  3«rry  f#r  the  girl  and  comvimced  tkat  there  was  tttal  in- 
ctmpatibility  f^r  these  tw©  t#  build  up  a  halfway  8atisfact«ry 
«lim^m  UAi«A.  Dvirimg  a  peri^d  •t   efigagomoAt  this  muot  kave  bec^me 
so  evidoÄt,  tkat  Pelice  fiaally  kad  the  couraga  t«  •pptse  ker  pa- 
reAts  and  ske  br«ke  tko  «mgagement. 

Omly  tkon  Üd  I  write  t#  ker,  ctÄgratulatiag  her  •m   ker  de- 
cisien  aAd  expBvaslng  my  deep  satlsfactioa  and  understandiag. 

Ske  later  aarried  a  naa  in  madest  circumstances,  a  deceat 
fell^w  witk  wk«m  ske  could  c^mmiinicate  •  Ske  did  not  devel«p  tke 
way  she  cauld  kave ;  wrapped  up  ia  keusek#ld,  ckildren  and  religitn 
ske  lived  in^iff ereat  w#rld  aad  ntthiag  remaiaed  tf  tke  bagiaaing 
frieadskip  startad  duriag  aur  fermativ  years. 

It  was  nat  mucii  differeat  witk  Willy,  except  for  tur  comm^a 
professional  iaterests.   Duriag  aae  year  we  fauad  •urselves  stu- 
dyiag  at  tke  saue  uaiversity  in  Würzburg, but  in  tttally  differeat 
social  circles.  He  was  alsa  1  ar  2  years  furtker  in  his  studies. 
Like  myself  ke  speat  tke  war  years  as  medical  «fficer  in  tke  Ger- 
ffian  arayaad  after  19^18  ke  settled  as  gener al  practitioaer  ia 
Karlsruke  wkere  he  married  the  daugkter  of  tke  local  ortkodax 
fiabbi.  Tkis  marriage  did  aat  nake  kis  life  aay  easier;  ske  alaa 
kad  kigker  education  but  was  aat  a^loasaat  persan  altkougn  ske 

condidered  ker seif  super i#r  to  tk6  other  aembers  tf  tke  fanily, 
was  emotiaaally  uastable  and  after  tke  imAigration  ia  U.S.A« 
devc^loped  a  serieus  aental  breakdawn,  wkich  aecessitated  ker  kos- 
pitalizatioa  for  some  time. 

Willy  was  always  most  serious,?  very  coaacientious  aad  de- 
voted  pkysiciaa;  I  doa*t  think  ke  ever  eajoyad  auch  fua  ia  kis 
life  aad  kis  extreme  religious  observance  contriDuted  to  tax  kis 
strengtk  to  tke  limit.  He  died  suddenly  ia  kis  sixties. 

Noxt  in  line  was  Clara  who  was  always  somowhat  below  the  Sta- 
tus of  hör  sistors  in  appearance  and  with  a  somewhat  peculier 

bohavior«  A  busDand  nover  was  found  by  her  or  her  father,  who 
tried  very  hard, 

Bisa  and  her  yaunger  sistor  Frieda  lived  in  vory  normal  and 
congenial  marriages;  both  f amilies  settled  in  Sngland  during  the 
Nazi  period  where  the  latter 's  husband  unfortunatoly  was  killed 

in  an  accident  during  the  black  -  out. 

Max  was  the  last  child  of  Rosa  and  D.I. Weil.  He  only  reached 
the  ago  of  24,  a  victim  -  I  believe  -  of  Hodgkin' s  disease. 
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Eugen  Pelsensteiü,  b#rn  1861 

acc^rdiag  t#  the  characterlstics  witJa  which  nature  had 
andtwtd  him,  he  sh#uld  have  gone  through  life  without  wtrrios, 
difficultiös  and  hardahipa«  But  this  was  a#t  what  fate  had  in  ßfwe 
f«r  him.  He  was  easy  -  geing,  gay  with  a  pleÄ^sant  smila  and  sense 
•f  Immer,  semewhat  superf i;|[cial  and  always  ready  te  enjey  the  geed 
things  which  weuld  ceme  his  way;  these  gifts  ef  nature  were  ef 
particular  value  te  let  him  endure  tragedies  witheut  breaking  dewn. 
I  had  mentiened  his  business  aciimen  which  he  had  preved  in  building 
up  a  new  entorprise  inspite  ef  his  partners  whe  were  either  unre- 
liable  er  iaeff iecie^t. 

He  had  married  the  daughter  ef  the  widewed  Resa  Kehn,  a  very 
fine  lady  and  friend  ef  the  family  in  Fürth,  üy  all  acceunts  his 
bride  was  a  beautiful,  healthy  yeung  girl  with  a  sweet  diapesition 
«md  they  appeared  destined  fer  a  happy  life  tegether*  The  mere  se 
when  she  bere  him  a  sen  -  but  at  the  cest  ef  her  ewn  life. 

. .,  Child  birth  at  the  end  ef  the  19th  Century  was  still  frauÄht 
with  daager  and  tee  eften  yeung  methers  died  ef  purperal  fever, 
the  cause  ef  which  was  uadersteed  by  the  Viennese  gynecelegist 
Dr.  Semmelweis,  but  vehemently  denied  fer  a  leng  time  by  the  men 
whe  were  cendidered  great  experts  im  his  specialty. 

It  was  a  terrible  catastrephe  fer  this  man  ef  ^ü  te  be  left 
alene  with  a  newbern.  The  mether  ef  his  deceH&d  yeung  wife  - 
heartbreken  her  seif  -  helped  as  much  as  she  ceuld  and  prebably 
ether  ladies,  whether  eelated  er  net.   Per  many  reasens  it  was 
imperativ  fer  Bugen  te  remarry  and  since  his  wlfe  nad  a  sister  a 
few  years  yeunger  than  her seif ,  it  seemed  natural  that  she  weuld 
beceme  *  »•s^  desirable   Substitute  mether  fer  this  Infant, besides 
iilling  the  v4id  fer  the  bereaved  husband. 

She  was  quite  different  frem  her  sister  in  appearance  and  cha- 
r acter.  Eajfther  seif  centered  and  vain^her  interesta^ere  ^ery   li- 
mited, clethes  and  greeming  playing  a  big  rele,  fer--ever  deing 
seme  needle  werk  te  beautify  the  heme  and  ebsessed  with  its  clean- 
liness  and  ti^rtiness.  She  was  speiled  and  had  develeped  peculiar 
eating  habifts  with  craving  fer  checelade.  This  prebably  centribu* 
ted  te  difficulties  ef  health,  which  in  later  years  kept  her  geimg 
*rem  eae  decter  te  anether,  frem  sanMaxiiua  te  sanaterixim  and  fia- 
diag  satisfaction,  if  semebedy  weuld  be  williag  te  de  anether  epe- 
ratiea.  Censideratien  ef  her  seemingly  delicate  health  caused  my 
mether  e*t»se4-Äy-»#*he^  te  adviae  ü^igan  against  a  raarriage.  He 
muat  have  teld  her  abeut  it  later  during  seme  deaastic  fight 
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*md  ahe  never  quito  f«rgave  her  siater-in-law,  alth^ugh  sh«  had 
kigli  regard  £»r  her.  Abtut  »ne  y«ar  aftex  ho  h»d  bec»m«  wid»wed 
Bagma   did  marry  Haxuichea  K«ha. 

CoBtrary  t»  «11  h»pes  and  expectati»ns  ahe  tnnmed  »ut  t«  b« 
a  8t«pm»ther  i»  th«  Bad  sease  »f  the  w«rd,  causing  a»t  »nlv  fric- 
ti«n  with  har  husband  but  als»  with  h«r  «wn  mttber,  wh»  uader- 
standably  ad«rod  thia  little  b»y  and  pr.bably  tended  f   sp.il  him. 
Arlitur  waa  i»deed  an  ad«r<ible  child,  very  pretty  and  bright. 
rricti»a  batween  ker  and  tliis  steps«m  remained  tlir»ugh  bis  lif« 

ajid  in  hia  last  yoara  there  «vidently  was  no  c»Euaunicati»a  be- 
tween  them. 

Wli«n  ahe  was  2^  aiio  had  a  daughtar  -  Minni»  -  and  6  yeara 
later  a  aaa,  Braia. 

Tia  atary  af  Miaaie  waa  tald  aa  tbe  wifa  af  my  brather  Felix 
«ad  thia  aa  d  unit  «ppaara  anca  mare  in  the  «Ibua  aiac«  thay 
wäre  causias.   firaia,  a  pleaaaat  but  alaa  iatellectually  nadlacxa 
fallaw  had  married  a  girl  af  camplately  difiarant  backgrauad.Sh« 
saamad  ta  have  becaue  «n  ardiaary  prastitute  and  he  divarced  her: 
the  firat  legal  divarca  af  the  whale  clan. 

iäugea  was  aat  vary  ambitiaua  caacerniag  the  educatian  af  hia 
childrea  and  aapecially  as  far  aa  Arthur  was  caacarned  thia  meant 
maglect  af  intellactual  gifta.  Ha  prabably  wauld  have  bean  auccaaa- 
rul  in  saae  «cademic  fiald  aad  aat  frustrated  apandiag  hia  life 
in  a  hall-haarted  affart  ia  the  chaice  af  hia  father,  wha  cansidared 
it  aa  self-uaderataad  ta  sea  him  as  a  partnar  in  his  für  businaas. 
Tha  yauag  man  himself  might  have  inaistad  an  a  differant  carreer 
if  same  af  his  best  yeara  wauld  nat  have  been  waated  after  1914. 
Per  this  he  cauld  blame  his  father 's  unwilliagneas  ta  laak  «t  un- 
pleasant  facta  realistically  and  face  them. 

It  was  during  the  last  days  af  July  19'I4,  fallawing  the 
siaatiaa  in  Sarajewa  that  Bugen  waa  aa  raute  ta  a  vacatioa  in 
the  Bavarxan  Alps  with  hia  family.  He  pasaed  tnraugh  Frankfurt 
whera  his  silier  came  ta  the  railraad  statiaa  ta  grea't  them.urgiag 
ker  brather  ta  return  withaut  delay  with  tha  waraiag  that  war 

'^?Sr2^!*^  •!!*  ^   *^"^*  ^®'y  caaually  he  diaaiased  her  waraiag 
with/'ltatemeat,  tnat  if  Germany  gaes  ta  war  this  shauld  aat  in- 
tertera  with  his  vacatian  plana.   He  paid  a  high  price  and  far  « 
lang  time  far  thia  faalish  attitude;  since  they  were  all  British 
sunjects  the  frantier  imaediately  became  a  barrier  far  thair  exit 
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fr#iii  Germany  and  they  were  kept  there  as  aneaiy  aliens.  Only 
after  a  very  lemg  time  was  his  wiTe ,  daughter  and  y«\ing  s#n  per- 
mitted  t%   leave  for  neutral  Htlland,  he  himaelT  tnly  after  he  ^ad 
reached  the  age  •£  55.   But,  p#«r  Arthur,  Deing  •f   military  age 
was  shipped  mtt   as  a  priscimer  t«  a  suburb  «r  Berlin  and  was  freed 
•Hly  after  Gormany  kad  Itst  the  war.  It  was  in  1917f  when  I  had 
an  army  assignement  for  a  sh^rt  time  in  Berlin  that  I  visited  my 

causin  in  pristn  with  a  special  permit  but  under  c#nstant  guard- 

inspite  af  my  tfficer^s  rank.  Maybe  they  were  afraid  I  might  kid- 
nap  him  mi   plan  8«me  high  traasan!   Althaugh  his  health  was  n«t 
bad  he  was  in  a|^ltyful  Ätnditian;  visiting  was  all  I  c©uld  da  ftr 

Süffle  years  after  his  raturn  ta  Landan  he  married  and  thase 

wha  knew  his  wife  faund  her  smart ipleasant  and  atiiractiv;  it  does 
nat  appear,  that  the  marriage  was  a  harma^iaus  and  happy  ana,but 
my  feeling  is,  that  he  had  very  little  capacity  f#r  happiness, 

whether  by  naiture  tr  due  to  the  prablems  during  his  early  yauth 
and  farmativ  years  can  be  questianed.  Hawever  the  tff spring  tf 
this  Cöuple  were  4  bays,  fiae  yaungsters  in  every  reapact  and 

they  could  have  campensated  ftr  much  which  was  missing  -  but  again 

a  cruel  fate  prevented  this« 

The  eldest  anos  -  twins  •  jained  the  Royal  Air  Force  and 

Math  lost  thair  livas  in  the  fight  against  Germany.  Sad  as  the 
athor  losses  due  to  all  the  Nazi  crimes  were  which  our  f amily 
has  suffered,  the  sacrifice  of  thesa  beautiful,  most  pramising 
yauag  men  prabably  was  the  cost liest. 

The  older  af  the  sxirviving  Drathers,  Dennis,  ia  now  head- 
naster  of  a  London  school,  an  Impressive  personality;  it  was  a 
great  pleasure  f ar  ma  just  lately  ta  meat  him  and  his  beautiful 
aad  ai&art  wife. 

It  is  aat  s\xrprising  that  this  last  blaw  was  taa  much  f ar 
Arthur,  far  his  spirlt  and  his  haart;  he  died  a  broken  man  in 
hia  sixtias. 

As  ta  his  fatker  and  stopmother,  iA  all  falrnesa  I  remombor 
that  thoy  shawed  great  friendlinass  and  affectian  to  ma  at  all 
timosy  mast  af  all  wkan  la  19^3  tke  idea  was  discuasad  far  ae  to 
apend  ^  years  of  study  ia  Landen,  which  wauld  have  been  necessary 
in  ordor  to  practica  medicine  tkera.  Tkay  affered  to  kava  me  live 

in  their  home  during  this  time. 

They  both  lived  to  tkeir  80th,  iiJugen  apared  the  knawledge 
that  four  of  his  graadsons  kad  died  in  thoir  youth. 
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SoßhJ[#  bern  1ö6;J 

the  youngest  of  the  sisters  was  the  darling  of  the  family 

and  surely  m  favorit«  «f  her  mather  to  whom  sh©  was  a  devated 
and  affectianate  daughter,  n^   daubt  a  saurca  of  cansalation  whoa 
the  father  died.  At  that  time  she  Wits  ^2  and  ainglw.  UnsaphÄsti- 
cated  ,  of  a  very  pleaa»iit  and  sweat  dispositian,  but  with  bath 
f eet  an  the  greund  and  a  lot  ag  cammon  sense  she  knew  haw  ta  handle 
peaple  and  inspite  af  fereat  difficulties  she  naver  last  sight  af 
her  gaal  ta  Dring  up  her  children  prepared  far  success  in  their 
business  enterprises  as  well  as  their  sacial  contacts. 

Haw  her  marriage  came  abaut  I  cannat  teil  but  assume  that  her 
brather-in-law  D.I. Weil  af  Prankfurt  had  a  hand  in  it,  being  re- 
lated ta  Henry  Weil  wha  lived  in  Paris  and  warked  as  a  braker  ti 
the  stock  axchange.  He  was  an  educated  man,  fanatically  religi- 
aus  and  prabably  capable  in  faster ing  the  educatian  af  his  6  sans« 
Hawever,  the  mixture  af  his  belief s  with  business  caused  hi»  fi- 
nancial  ruin  in  the  early  years  af  the  marriage. 

It  was  at  the  time  of  pograms  and  he  was  cenvinced  that  Gad 
will  punish  Eussia  fer  the  crimes  they  cammitted  in  persecuting 
her  jews.  Cansequently  he  speculated  a  la  baisse  in  russian  se- 
curities;  hawever  his  timing  was  »beut  >0  years  ahead  af  Gad  - 
and  he  last  his  Shirt.   In  the  mistaken  belief  that  h4s  trans- 
action  cauld  alsa  land  him  in  Jail  and  to  preserve  the  goed  name 
Saphiö's  brathers  cavered  his  lasses  at  great  sacrifice;  and  the 
financial  struggle  anly  ended  when  the  sons  were  able   at  an  early 

age  to  build  up .businesses  af  their  own.  Till  then  some  help  had 
ta  be  provided,  whether  an  a  regulär  basis  I  cannot  tell,bacau3e 
it  was  never  openly  discussed  and  I  believe  that  the  brathers 
i.e.  tiie  partners  of  Gebr.  Felsenstelix  kept  it  a  secret  even  fr  am 

their  wives.  Na  wander  that  Henry  Weil  was  nat  particularly  be- 
laved  in  the  family,fla  that  he  never  accampanied  his  wife  an 

Visits  ta  her  mathsr  ar  to  family  festivities.  I  therefare  never 
had  the  pleasure  ta  meet  this  uncle  personally. 

He  must  hav3  been  in  the  habit  af  bragging  abaut  his  con- 
tact  with  the  Paris  Bar an  Rathchild  and  the  nies  story  abaut  this 
relationship  was  repeated  .laccasienally:  the  baron,living  not  in 
Walking  distimce  to  the  synagogue  asked  his  opinion  whether  it 
W0o.ld  be  more  in  line  ©f  jewish  law  to  take  the  carriage  to  came 
to  the  syni^ggge  on  the  oabbath  or  not  to  iittend  the  Service. 
Mr.  Weil  withaut  hesitation  ruled,  that  the  l«.tter  should  be 
preferred  -  and  lo  and  behold  -  the  bcvron  stayed  uwiiy,  which  wa« 
proved  the  great  influenae  he  häd  ©n  the  great  man! 
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When  important  business  trÄiisactions  had  t©  be  dscided^he 
dently  relied  on  tther  experts« 

Whether  and  h«w  the  öconemic  piight  afföcted  the  marriaga 
is  hard  to  say  bacause  outwardly  Sophie  did  not  reveal  any  dia- 
satisraction;  but,  looking  at  tho  vital  statistics  of  this  family 
I  suspoct,  that  th©  harmony  auf f «red  a  disruption:  after  the  birth 
•f  2  children  in  188?  «nd  1888  there  was  an  interval  of  ^   yoars 

before  the  fertility  bocame  evident  again  with  the  appearance 
•f  4  more  boys  in  4  successive  years. 

We  children  were  fond  tf  this  aunt,  n#t  only  Decauso  she 
never  showed  up  without  a  little  present  -  which  she  ©f  all  the 
relatives  ctuld  least  afford  -  Dut  she  always  appeared  happy 
and  gay,  and  te  watch  her  laugh  with  her  whole  well  -  upholstered 
body  shaking  was  contagieufl  and  pleasant,  From  her  appearance 

•ne  could  get  the  Impression  that  she  was  a  very  good  coek,  and 

indeed  she  was,  with  feed  playing  an  imp#rtant  role  in  her  life» 

When  my  f ather  visited  her  in  Paris  she  went  all  out  preparing 

delicacies  for  him  and  ho  in  turn  went  all  out  in  praise  of  her 
culinary  art« 

If  we  judge  a  marriage  by  the  quality  of  its  off spring 
thoirs  doservos  a  high  rating.  In  appearance, int olligence  tnd 
ambition  overyone  of  their  sons  was  outstandingi  the  relation» 
ship  to  each  othor  was  extremoly  close  so  that  every  important 
docision  was  arrived  at  öfter  common  discussion  although  they 
did  business  in  different  fields.  It  was  liko  a  Corporation 
with  overy  brother  a  director  and  Alfred,  the  oldest  ,  chairman 
of  the  board.  Ho  accopted  responsibility  for  developemont  of  his 
younger  brothers  when  he  himself  was  still  very  young,  more  or 
les»  relieving  his  father  of  this  duty  and  ho  oarned  their  j:^b- 
pect  accordingly.Bespect  for  their  father  however  remained  high 
togother  with  deep  love  for  their  mother*  Indeed  I  have  never 
Seen  children  more  devoted  to  their  parenta,  concernod  for  their 
weif  aro  and  oager  to  do  the  utmost  to  maice  them  happy  and  com- 
fortablo. 

Clarisso,  tho  only  daughter  was  different  in  intolligenco, 
ambition  and  vitality.  I  remember  her  as  a  pretty^ifweet  littlo 
girl  visiting  in  Fürth  with  her  grandmother.  She  probably  was 
the  first  momber  of  the  fair  sox  to  whom  I  feit  attracted,whon 
she  was  aDout  10.  I  was  fascinated  by  her  boautiful  c\irly  hair 
and  asked  her  t©  let  me  havo  one  of  the  cur  Iß.  Her  answer  muat 
have  impressed  me  because  I  still  remember  my  dolight  when  she 
Said  in  German  with  a  charmijig  Prench  accent:"  wenn  ich  einifmal 
gross  bin  und  mir  abschneide  meine  Locken,  dann  kriegst  Du  eine", 
She  did  not  keep  this  promise  and  I  was  ^i^nterested  any  more» 
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Sh«  married  0«c«r  Phillip,  a  kighly  iatelligont  and  brilliamt, 
•uccessful  business  maÄ.   I  am  aur«  ka  was  m^ire  attracted  by  h«r 
pky«ic«l  qcflities  than  her  mental  »nea;  beaides  it  she  was  n»t 
peer  thanka  t»  her  unclea  whe  previded  her  with  a  dcwry,  I  enly 
8aw  her  eiice  mere  in  Lenden  when  ßhe  gave  the  impressieu  ef  a 
middle  aged,  everfed,  underwerked  dull  weman.  If  the  rumera  ef 
her  husbaÄd'a  extra  -  marital  iaterest  are  true,  l  ceuld  fully 
unde-rstand  except  fer  the  unuaual  relatiemahip  «f  "the  ether 
womajit  Iä  their  Iste  years  Mr.  &  Mra.  Phillip  maved  te  Switzer- 
la»d  prebably  aa  much  attracted  by  the  tax  climate  aa  by  the  natu- 
ral beauty;  and  maybe  it  waa  feund  preferable  te  him  te  be  away 
frem  Lenden.  They  beth  reached  the  age  ef  abeut  eighty. 

All  brethera  left  Paria  tegether  with  their  familiea  when  the 
German  invaaien  threatened  everything  tney  haa  build  äp.  They 
teek  rafuge  in  New  Yerk,  but  later  returncd  te  France.  During 
their  atay  in  U.S.A.  I  had  eccaaien  te  meet  all  ef  them  and  their 
wivea  whe  were  beautiful  er  at  leaat  attractiv  and  ef  very  geod 
backgreund.  Hewever  cleae  relatienahip  I  enjeyed  enly  with  Alfred 
and  Eene,  developed  by  encountera  in  Surepe. 

With  Alfred  I  had  apent  aeme  cecmem  enjeyable  daya  in  Lende« 
when  we  were  beth  very  yeuag,  and  in  19:J7  eur  faailiea  had  a  Chance 
meetmg  ni  Switzerland.  The  drive  and  need  fer  financial  aucceas 
fer  himaelf  and  hia  whele  f amily  made  hia  cencentrate  all  his 
efferta  and  cenaiderable  mental  capacity  en  buaineaa;  ne  matter 
hew  ene  atarted  eut  in  cenweraatien  eae  uaually.  ended  up  witk 
preblema  ef  buaineaa  and  finance.  But,  he  was  a  very  fine  charac- 
ter  and  pleaaant.  Fer  hia  wire  thia  waa  prebably  net  quite  auffi- 
cient.  Wke^e  married  her  hia  mether  netified  the  f amily  ef  hia 
engagement  withi the  cemment  :  "  ea  iat  eine  liebe  Partie^Liebea 
Heirat^,  daa  keiaat  kein  Geld".  She  w-a  an  eutatanding  beauty, but 
aemewhat  ceel  and  reaerved?  whether  ceel  eneugh  te  resiat  the 
temptatien  ef  an  extra  -  marital  admirer  ef  her  beauty  ia  rather 
deubtful.  That  ahe  did  net  enjey  a  very  cleae  relatienahip  with 
her  huaband  in  later  yeara  is  indicated  by  a  remark  te  hia  ceuain 
Alfred  during  a  meeting  while  en  vacation  in  St.  Meritz.  Mdde leine 
^i'^tt^^   kad  retired  te  their  roem  at  the  hetel  and  when  «aked 
whether  he  la  n.t  fellewing  her,  he  anawered  :"no,I  den't  kave  te 
teil  ker  anything  any  mere".   i  believe  that  in  hia  late  yeara 
he  waa  very  lenely,  aaddened  by  the  less .  ef  his  brethers.  Ha  was 
the  enly  ene  te  reach  the  seventies  and  died  a  audden  death  en  a 
atreet  in  Paris. 

Afith  all  the  bleaaings  ef  goed  things  in  persenal  er  busi- 
ness succesü  cane  also  tragedy  te  this  faraily.Sxcspt  fer  Alfrad 


■»•_Tr*Tv%jkfT'\-^ 


^ 


ERNEST  S.  FELSENSTEIN,  M.  D. 
2  NORTH  BROADWAY 
WHITE  PLAINS,  N.  Y. 

White  Plains  9-3593 

all  br#thörs  died  y^ung.  T#  s©niö  degree  inheritance  frcm  their 
father  was  a  fact^f  -  ho  was  alwaya  Iä  frail  health;  but  nitre 
imptrtaint  probabiy  was  their  excessivo  ambition  and  drive  which 
mado  tkem  "burn  their  candlös  an  btth  ends",#vörtaxing  thair  phy- 
aical  strength.  They  all  left  wid©v/s  with  small  childrea,  axcept 
for  Lucien  wh©  had  never  marriöd.  Marceil  w^is  only  ^9  when  ho 
died  during  a  winter  vacation  in  Switzerland  after  a  sh«rt  illnesa. 
It  happened  in  January  19:5^  while  his  mtther  was  in  Leipzig  in 
preparation  f#r  my  father's  80th  birthday;  ahe  was  accompanied 

by  Eene  wh#  also  wanted  t«  celebrata  hia  g^dfather,  wh©  was  es- 
pecially  tmnd  %t   thia  nephew.  I  was  impressed  by  tiie  intelligent, 
tender  and  sell^less  way  in  which  he  managed  t#  soften  the  bltw  en 
his  mother  and  arranged  to  return  to  Paria  with  her, 

It  waa  my  first  meeting  with  thia  cousin,  which  later  de- 
veloped  int©  a  cl#ae  friendship  and  deep  mutual  reapect,  inclu- 
ding  hia  charming  and  ge«d  -  hearted  wife.  When  we  met  again 
several  years  later,  the  accasion  was  also  a  serious  one,  but  thia 
time  with  a  happy  ending.  He  and  Alice  had  accompanied  his  mother 
to  Karlsbad  where  she  had  baen  sent  for  a  eure,  but  became  pr<5- 
gressively  more  sick  while  under  the  care  of  a  local  physician. 
Some  day  I  got  a  call  from  him  telling  me  of  the  worsening  con- 
dition  of  hia  mother,  hia  great  concern  and  imploring  me  to  como 
to  Karlsbad  to  help  in  her  care.  He  overcame  my  hesitancy  and  I 
did  find,  that  she  indeed  neoded  help  -  and  her  attenting  physi- 
cian waa  quite  relieved  when  I  took  over  hia  caae. 

The  first  few  days  wer©  fully  devoted  to  her  care  and  quite 
worryaome,  thia  wonderful  son  hardly  leaving  the  bedside  and  ten- 
der ly  holding  his  mother »a  hand;  I  was  deeply  moved  obaerving  thia 
unuaual  acene*  After  a  few  daya  ahe  ahowed  ateady  improvement 
and  I  waa  eager  to  return  to  Leipzig  with  the  feeling,  that  the 
•Id  lady  waa  out  of  danger.  Howover  Bene  begged  and  insiated  tili 
I  gave  in  and  stayed  for  alltogother  one  weok.  The  following  daya 
were  the  moat  pleaaaat  when  our  minds  did  not  have  to  coÄComtrato 
•n  the  conditiom  of  our  patient  and  we  found  ouraelves  diacuaaing 
gener al  aa  well  aa  personal  quostions,  cementing  a  real  friend- 
•hip.  Hia  gratefulnesa  was  heart  -  warmang  and  I  loft  them  to  re- 
turn to  Paria  with  the  feeling,  that  I  had  done  aomething  good, 
even  if  I  did  not  ahare  my  couaina  conviction,  that  I  had  aavod 
the  life  of  this  good  aunt. 

Then  we  met  again  in  New  York  and  I  am  sure  our  friendahip 
would  have  lasted;  but,a  cruel  fate  ended  it.  In  the  spring  of 
l^^^   Rene  suffered  a  massive  heart  attack  and  died  ,  age  4b 
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Iaid«r,  b»rm  1^6ö 

witk  the  daath  »f  Abriham  Felaeasteia  im  1885  it 
appears  that  th«  firia  guidajice,  the  stern  rules  r»r  his  childre» 
became  relaxed,  his  wid«w  majbö  unwilling  aad  certaialy  »ot  in- 
tellectually  «quipÄd  f   f»ll.w  his  example.   Isid.r  was  .«ly  19 
UV   taat  time  aad  Iffe  seema  t«  hav«  been  tke  first  wli««a  i^t-^r^-i- 
we«t  t,  a  difrerent  aüd  freer  style  .f  lue,  «speciülly  Js  far 
as  sp.rt  was  coacerÄöd.  He  had  the  vig.r  »f  youth  a«d  eve«  trea- 
»ed  himsölf  t«  a  vacatioa  in  the  Bavarian  Alps.  Thera  ke  swam 

dilfxcult  m.uHtaina.  This  was  s.methijig  unhe:=>rdof  in  the  familr 
and  must  huve  cauaed  *uch  a  stir  that  his  m«ther  extractod  a 
pr»mise  fr«m  him  «ever  to  repeat  such  danger.us  imdertakiags 

He  really  was  maither  recklesa  ii«r  rev«luti«nary,  he  just'was 
yoimg  aad  s*«a  chamged  imt«  a  very  s.lid  b.urg.is  wh«'s  mai« 
interest  cencemtrated  «n  his  w«rk  and  devel»peaeat  in  the  für 
basimess  -  aad  he  did  beceiae  an  expert  in  this  field. 

It  had  become  clear  that  in  «rder  t©  campe te  in  this  trade 
a  permaaent  represeatative  •£   ths  rirm  had  t»  be  at^ti»ned  in 
Leipzig  aad  in  I989  when  he  was  dB  he  aaauoed  this  resptasibility. 

N«t  much  is  ka«wa  abtut  his  oarly  yeara  there,  he  lived 
ia  furnished  ro.my  «s  a  bachel.r  aad  I  daa't  thiak  as  a  "swiagiagi^" 
•ne.  The  big  chaage  accurred  when  he  g»t  marriad  t«  Heleae.tke 
•Idest  child  »f  Getrge  and  Gertrude  Marx  froia  Königsberg,  a 
marriage  probably  arraaged  b^  "Schadchea"  and  ia  this  case  basi- 
caliy  witn  go»d  judgemeat  aad  result. 

heleae'3  parekks  were  beth  »utstanding  persenalities  ia 
eyery  respect;  her  father  the  f.under  «r  a  successrul  baak.which 
played  aa  important  role  ia  the  ec.aemic  develapement  »r  iäast- 
Prusaia  and  was  later  merged  with  the  Deutsche  üank,  the  leadiag 

If*ha?  ?!m??v^:f  Gertrude  Marx  was  the  loved  and  admired  head 
•;  t,^  ^»^^^J   •£  ^  seas  aad^  daughters.  Basides  her  füll  life 
as  wife  and  mother  she  wr.te  fiae  p»etry. 

i  became  iav.lved  ia  this  when  she  wrote  a  charming  little 
p»em  fer  me  f   preseat  at  the  weddiag  of  Helene  ia  August  1Ö95 
Alth.ugh  I  was  oaly  5  V^  ye^rs  ild  this  event  remuiaed  ia  my 
memaryj  .r   all  the  m.re  thaa  JO  aephew»  aad  aieces  .f  thü  gra.m 
I  was  the  .aly  representativ  .f  the  young  genarutioa  aad  I  am 
sure  spoiled  t)y   everyone  acc»rdingly. 
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Artor  the  wedding  in  Heringsd«r±-,  a  resort  place  «ü  the  8ji«res 
•f  the  Ostsee,  I  accompanied  my  mother  t»  Leipzig  where  ske  ore- 
pared  the  h*me  •£   the  aewly  -  weds  f er  their  return  fr«m  «  honey- 
mo»ii.  This  ceatact  becume  the  basis  fer  a  relatioAship  which 
grew  »ver  the  yeara  i»t»  a  m«3t  enj.yable  intimate  frieÄdship  which 
lasted  a  lifotime  between  the  members  »f  these  i  familjiiii   DraÄChss. 
Of  course,  the  fact  that  my  parents  m»ved  to  Leipzig  i«  'I909  gave 
a*  additiejtal  impetua  t«  »ur  closenesa,  the  JUij©yemöat  »t   which 

Ia  her  yau»g  yeara,  while  gr»wing  up  amongst  a  gr«up  »f 
exuberaat  aad  streng  br«thers  Helene  had  a  toademcy  te  act  aa  a 
tomb«y  -  something  which  was  fr»wned  upon  i»  the  «Idfashitned 
Felseastei«  family,  r.r  imstance  when  she  would  suddenly  .iumu  .ver 
a  bench  tr  am.ke  a  cigar.  i5ut,  ai'ter  marriage  and  with  a  f!J^t  lllL 
i»g  family  she  aettled  d«wn  a*d  earned  the  love  aad  admirati.m  »f 
•very«e;the  aale  re/lativea  more  ar  lesa  in  love  with  her.  the 

?*j!f  ^^»<^f»S  it  difricult  t.  critic^/rfise  her  althQugh  getting 
a  little  jealaus.  All  this  was  juatifiedj  she  had  developed  inti 
a  beautiful  w»man,  had  more  than  average  intelligence ,  was  well 

!hl^''^!*?*'?  her  cultiiral  interests  were  iiaportant  t»  her.  This 
ahe  cembined  with  a  real  goodnea«  .f  heart  ^d  a  siftness  towwds 
everyeae  which  we  sometimes  feit  went  f   f ar  in  the  upbringin^c 
•f  her  childre».  ^ 

I  have  mever  heard  her  criticising  «r  denigrating  »thar 

^^i!/?.^f ''^^'  it   unrriendly  gossip.  Acc.rding  t.  her  backgk.und 
•»•  and  f.ll.wing  the  example  «f  her  pareits,  she  lived  her  life 
1*  a  strictty  erthedox  traditio  without  making  a  show  «f  it  and 
with  t.lerance  t»  th»se  wh©  had  differjnt  ideas. 

Haw  was  the  relationship  te  her  husband?  ündeubtedly  she  was 
quite  auperier  t.  him  intellctually  and  culturally  and  it  w:i8  un- 
aveidable  that  she  m.re  er  leas  was  l.eked  up.n  as  the  head  and 
ih!^*-/^  the  family  But.  she  always  tried  t.  av.id  the  appeara.ce 
that  she  was  demin^enjig,  Mever#st.pped  her  efforts  ta  get  her 
husband  iaterested  in  cultural  devel.pement.t.  lift  him  up  t.  her 
•wn  level  Haw  f ar  he  himself  re.lized  that  he  cauld  n.t  reach 
thia  level  is  kard  t.  aayjbut  the  adjustement  i*  general  still 
seemdd  g..d  and  the  ceuple  had  en.ugh  in  c.mm.n  that  their  marriage 
ah.uld  be  cansidered  satisf actory  ir  n.t  c.mpletely  happy  -  bat 
i?MT*f^  ^**^   "«^T^  ^''''^   blessiag?  To  be  guided  by  their  respon- 
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N»  «/»ader  that  this  ceuple  settled  down  rather  quickly  and 
th#r»ughly  with  their  gr^wing  family  increasing  their  reapon- 
sibilities  rapidly.  Thsy  were  married  less  than  seven  yeaxs 
when  they  had  bscome  th«  parejjjfs  ©r  six  children,  4  girls  - 
•aace  twins  -  and  d   b«ys.   It  is  easy  t«  imagine  what  «tolively 
home  theirs  had  becwme  and  it  was  a  pleaaure  to  »bsexve  tno 
children  graw  and  sspecially  the  youug  mother  devel.p  to  füll 
maturity  in  ey«ry  raspect. 

The  first  born  child  -  Ketty  -  was  the  leust  attractiv 
but  never  gave  the  inpreasion  that  she  feit  deprived  when  csm- 
p-irsd  to  hex  siblings  who  had  inherited  the  go.d  l««ks  »f  their 
parents.  She  had  married  a  businessman  from  Hacburg  and  fertu» 
aately  her  husband  saw  only  her  go.d  qualities  and  appreciated 
them.  When  conditiaas  in  Sermany  bec^me  m.rG  and  m»re  threate- 
Äing,  they  sent  their  ^.   kids  t.  dnglaad  and  thia  decision  s.ved 
tiiem;  but  the  c.uple  dalayed  toe  l.ng  aad  did  not  get  .ut  «f  the 
h»l«c»ust  any  m©re, 

Ad»lf  had  f   J«in  the  army  when  hs  was  very  yeung  in 
»••rld  war  I  aJtd  *s  aa  »fficer  in  the  inf antery  was  füll  «f 
c.urage  and  patri.tic  ferv.r;  he  luckily  raturaed  safe  and  s.uad 
in  1918.  He  was  very  sp.rty  and  dariag,  s.msthing  which  c.uld 
haya  est  his  life  when  he  insisted  »n  buying  a  m.ter  cycle.He 
fully  recovered  from  .  severe  accidsnt.  He  married  a  fine  girl 
a  physicianfs  daughter  fr.m  Frankfurt  with  wh»m  we  had  a  v-ry 
pleasant  reiitionship. 

He  showed  stamina  and  charactor  when  he  made  aa  uauaual 
decision  in  the  early  years  «f  the  Nazi  persecutiea.  He  always 
had  been  deeply  iaterested  in  Zi.nisme,  iafluenced  by  members 
r  J,^   ^»ther-s  family.   Hs  reaigned  hia  partnership  in  the 
family  busiaesa  and  prepared  himself  f«r  emigrati.n  f  Palestiae 
by  w.rkiag  as  aa  appreatice  ia  a  plumbing  firm  in  Leipzig  «»d 
practiced  what  he  preached.   I  have  l.st  c.ntact  with  him.heard 
that  he  was  chrinically  ill  but  still  alive  ia  Israel. 

M.ritz   was  very  different,  in  appearance  and  character; 
go.d  l..kiag,  tan  and  bl.aÄ,  talking  big  and  rauher  c«aceited. 
He  star*ed  university  educati.n  for  chemistry  but  aever  f iaishd 
it  and  eatsred  Gabrüder  Pelsenstei^i. 
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He  als©  talked  with  enthusiasme  about  Zitnisme,  but  he  settled 
in  London  and  found  his  Äiche  in  the  für  trade.  His  wife  quite 
smart  and  attractiv^  seems  to  have  stimuluted  his  businesa  aiibi- 
tioa.  He  died  of  long  Cancer  in  197:J,  probably  one  of  the  many 
victims  of  excessive  cigarette  smokin^. 

Alice   and  Grete,  the  twins  born  in  I90I  were  of  the  same 
sex,  but  otherwise  definitely  ji@xi-  identical. 

Alice,  more  robust  and  extrovert  with  a  tendoncy  to  ini'eri- 
orxty  feeling  and  craving  for  recognition  ^nd  love.  She  was  par^ 
ticularly  attached  to  my  mother  who  appreci:ited  the  girls  soft 
feeart;  even  in  later  ye^rs  she  did  not  appear  fully  mature. 

She  married  a  physician  in  Frankfurt  from  where  they  emierrated 
with  ^  boys  to  Palestine  and  later  had  a  girl  there .  Her  JSs bald 
aied  there  suddenly,  raJilier  young, 

arste,  a  b«autiful  girl  with  delicjte  feutures  was  m«rs 
intr.vert  and  intelligent.  One  reas.ü  that  she  appeared  somewh-t 
withdrawn  pr.bably  was  that  ear  infections  during  childhood  had 
t»  a  degree  impaired  her  heariag.  She  als«  became  a  d.ctor's 
wife;  her  husband  was  aet  well  liked  in  the  family,  appe=iri»K 
•verbeanng.  seifiah  and  cid.  A  very  unpleas^nt  episede  during 
their  engagement  made  some  «f  us  wh»  wer«  inf •rmed.cavijiced  that 
she  deserved  better  and  the  marriage  sh.uld  be  cailed  »ff. 

In  fetter  t»  his  prospectiv  f ather-in-law  he  demanded  a 
äOTo   increase  »f  her  d.wry  as  a  compenaati.n  for  her  impaired 

tl^.^^^'^'   ^"^  ^^^   f!**"^  ?^^^*  *"  ^»  «^^»id  that  his  lovely  daughter 
w.uld  remain  «n  «Id  maid,  that  he  closed  his  eyea  -  and  «pened 

his  checkb«.k.  «hether  Grete  ever  was  happy  with  hhis  man  I  c<,uld 
«•t  say  -  the  fact  thatrtiey  had  4  children  pr.ves  n.thing.  I  h.pe 

SIT*'  ^?"*?/:t*  "''•"*  *^*  bargening  Wis  bride.  In  her  case 
s.me  "wem.n's  lib"  w.uld  have  been  justifi^d  -  tne  man's  inc.si- 
deraee  actions  caused  her  esaugii  hardship. 

his  m«?h^r  il   ä?r°  imperativ  to  leave  Germany,  he  acc.mpanied 
his  mother  to  Switzerland  while  his  wife  and^ildren  went  to 
iingland.  Outbr^ak  of  war  made  it  impossible  for  the  family  to 
unite  and  he  spent  years  in  the  neutral  country  ,  not  allowsd  to 
work  while  his  wife  and  children  suffered  through  the  Blita.were 
protected  and  helped  by  the  relatives  in  ^gland.  Aft.r  the  war 
they  found  no  place  t«  earx.  a  livin,:^  and  retuxn  to  w.r  -torn 
wd  Jfazi  -  poisoned  Germany  was  the  Solution  they-  which  probably 
means  He  -  djcidad  upon. 
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Tkey  lived  in  Stuttgart  whers  he  g^t  s^nie  Gevörnement  j«b  in 
the  medical  field. 

Wksn  s#me  years  ag«  they  visitsd  with  a  soü  in  U.S.A. 
I  did  n©t  me-st  this  c«usin  ,  tnly  had  c*Ätact  with  her  by  phone, 

Eutk   siÄCe  her  early  childho©d  had  qualities  which  were 
m#ticed  and  appreciated  t>j   most  peepie  wh©  had  cantact  with  her. 
With  her  exceptisnal,  s«mewhüt  triental  beauty,  her  «utg^iÄg 
lively  Personality  she  c^mbined  an  abtve-average  mental  capa- 
city  and  des±re  r#r  kntwledge.  It  w#uldbe  bh   exaggeratiom  t# 
characteriz^  a^  brilliant. 

When  I  returned  rr#m  the  war  I  particularly  enjtyed  the 
Company  tf  this  m«st  attractiv,  maturing  girl  who  was  eager  t« 
discuss  many  t#pics  with  a  man  1;^  years  her  senior,  did  it 
iÄtelligeatly  and  w«is  an  understanding,  patient  listener. 

A  fine  friendship  resultet  and  we  deliberately  did  not  all«w 
t«  g#  beyond  that.  The  conviction,  that  maniage  between  ctusins 
id  n#t  desirable  was  mutual  and  kept  us  £T9m   tvercoiaing  this 
hurdle.  My  <iwa  marriage  in  I920  did  m#t  change  our  friendship 
and  n«  trace  •f   jeal#usy  developed  •n  either  side . 

Her  past  -  sch©#l  education  was  sporadic,  she  enrtlled 
at  the  university,  but  c»uld  Mt  find  «  definite  all  -  embracing 
interest,  drifted  m«re  tr  less  in  different  directitns  witheut 
graduating  in  any  field.^he  leniency  ef  her  parents  allrwed  her 
this  luxiiry. 

Everybody,  including  myself  expected,  that  a  girl  with 
such  gif ts  w#uld  3*#n  be  the  price  f«r  which  high  quality  men 
would  compete  -  but  it  did  not  happen,  and  if  there  was  a  hid- 
den  reason  I  am  unable  t#  rec#rd  about  it,  Mayoe  her  expectd- 

ti#ns  went  bey.nd  reality  and  in  her  late  twemties  she  became 
frustrated, 

One  day  I  g«t  the  news  «f  her  engagement.  I  knew  Heinz 
Littauer  since  he  was  friendiy  with  Ruth»s  brothers  and  came 
to  their  htuse  tften.  There  had  beem  m«  sign  tf  mutual  interest 
•r  attracti«.   His  intelligence  and  education  were  mediocre, 
his  manners  and  speech  cearse,  his  looks  nothing  to  get  excited 
about,  his  interests  besides  work  in  the  für  tr^de  concentrated 
on  cars  and  driving  -  something  he  did  well. 

I  was  appalled  and  could  not  brin-  ays:5if  to  extend  my  con- 
gratulations.   His  biCk,^round  as  rar  >as  religion  is  concerned 

"    was  something  difricult  to  accept  fer  Huth's 
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parsnts  a»d  ia  »rder  t»  have  tlieir  censent,  the  jmxxi-,^   man 
age  at  least  aiddle  thirties  -  had  t.  submit  t.  circ^cisio*  \ 
During  the  first  year  «f  their  marriage  they  üvsd  it  up  ia 
style,  travelling  a  great  deal,  the  husband  appareatly  tryiag 
t»  sp«il  kls  y»uag  wife  in  every  way  p«ssible. 

Tken  the  r.of  feil  ia.  Ruth,  like  her  sisters.  had  br.u^ht 
a  casxderable  dowr,  int.  the  .arriage.   N,t  .nly  was  this  m^^ey 

air;^^!;!  ?^r  Tl   ^*  ''*'*^  "^'^^^  ^'  "'^^^  *•*  «•^«^-  Where 
axi  tHeae  f.nds  had  gone  a«b«dy  c.uld  find  .ut  -  it  c.uld  ■•i- 

have  beea  spent  .a  high  liviag  .aly.  Was  he  in  debt  already 

friead?Maay  th.ught  s..  Aad  they  feit  that  Ruth  sh.nld  ^t 

iac'e":;  "'•  '"^''  '•  '*  ^*  ^'"^^^  --%-s?bSre1pe  nily 
siace  there  was  a*  child,  ^-»---i-iy 

w..  K  ^''*,^*"  ^^^*»  «^•««^  *«^  strength  .f  will  «d  ciÜW?acter 
,  her  basic  l.yalty  t.  the  ma«  ahe  had  ch.sen  aad  pr.bablTh^d 

1.l.i.^  V,   «11  tioiu.ci.1  matters  ..d  did  it  succssfully  by 
fvtr  !,    "  ^°^"'°"  ■  "■■  '■*"■">'  ^'   "»<!  ••  tr.i.ingi  k, 

?h^,°:!r"'^'* !""'  ="^^'=*  "^"1"  "">'r  """y 

which  f»r  years  was  k-^n^-  ,.«h  severe  blo.d  disease 

at  the  !ge  Ifi  70   D^flT"."'^*"^*^*  '^^^  **  "^^^^  ^^*  succumbed 
wh.t  «  great  w.^in  3^  ^L  N.t  '^ '"J^f  ""^  ^^'  ^^'^«^  «^-" 
te  herseif  as  .^  as  pessible   Ih  ^  ''  '"*  ^"^  '"  ^^'""^"^ 
in  the  .ffice  aad  w.tched  car!;ull    '     "  ''''"'""  '"  ^"^'-"' 

äad  deteri.rated  due  t.  di^b^^L  ^T^  "  ^''''^'  "^^^^^  *»* 
hart  „■!a-!+.  w  u  ^  anbetes.  Not  loag  before  her  death  I 
had  viaited  her  at  the  hosoital  f.r.  ,  u  •  >.   ^ 

i«  ^  t.uching  letter.  Ab.ut  ä   .Lrl^r^^''^.        ,^'^''^^^'  ^'''^   *^^^^ 
r^  o   ^  /«*irs  alter  her  death  Heinz  als« 

P.ssed  «w.y  .n  a  visit  t.  their  daughtar  in  Israel. 
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With  six  childran  grewing  up  tne  could  assumc,  that  the  ramily 
had  been  c#mplöted  and  the  c#uple  might  have  reit  the  same. 
But,after  am  iAterval  •!*  8  years  a  sevsÄth  child,  the  fifth 
girl  made  her  appearaJice.  N©t  tnly  s#  many  children  but  especi- 
ally  such  large  c#llection  of  girla  was  umusual  and  my  uncle 
became  tho  ta'ftget  ot   much  kidding.  As  it  was  the  ruie  at  th*.t 
tiine  thtf  delivery  t#«k  placo  at  k*me  and  the  less  visible  the 
fathar  was  during  this  event,the  better.  Sa  he  was  shoved  off 
to  enj#y  ai  Performance  at  the  Opera.  FQmiir  has  it  that  after  ^ 
the  Performance  he  returned  hsme  tm    be  inf^rned  that  anather 
Performance  kad  made  him  the  f athejr  -  and  a  not  too  happy  one  - 
©r  another  ^^A^I^^gJ^  He  was  supposed  to  have  an^unced  that  he 
will  never  again  a  "Pidelio"  presentation! 

ir  the  addition  •!'  this  child  was  an  Vaccident",  it  was 
an  erbremely  lucky  one  becduse  none  or  their  off  spring  braucht 
the  parents  so  much  Dlessing  and  kappiness.  " 

HanB^  was  one  of  the  prjttiest  and  charning  kids  in  my 
memory  and  became  the  darling  of  everybody.  Sxcept  for  some 
kealth  problems  in  which  I  tof^was  involved  sh5  grew  up  accor- 
ding  to  high  expectatiat  s  fcausiKgS^^  suiy   difficulties  to  fami- 
ly  or  friends.  In  my  parent's  house  as  well  as  i»  my  own  she 
was  a  frequent  and  always  welcome  visitor.  She  was  uncomplica- 
rea,just  a  delightful  happy  youngster  who  did  not  look  for  ful- 
rillment  in  areas  which  demanded  more  tkan  her  average  inteili- 
gence.  She  loved  children  and  it  was  fitting  for  her  peisonali- 
ty  to  run  her  own  Kindergarten  successfully. 

As  was  to  be  expectsd  her  charm  and  beauty  attracted  young 
and  not  so  young  men  and  she  enjoyed  being  spoiled  and  ii^ired. 
ibut  she  showed  good  judgement  and  it  took  a  man  ©f  high  quali- 
tyes  to  sweep  he^^off  her  feet.   Fred  Hau  was  this  kind  of  man: 
born  and  broought  up  in  London  in  a  kigh  class  Jewish  f  amily, 
smart, partner  m  an  important  metal  business,  young  and  vigo- 
rous, ani(  entkusiastic  m*zntaineer,  world  traveller  with  good 
looks  too.  So  it  was  all  -  round  satisfaction  that  these  two 
young  people  deserved  each  other   and  their  wedding  w^s  a  joy- 
•us  affair  ,taking  place  in  the  large  home  of  my  br other  Alfred 
and  kis  wife,  the  bride's  aunt  -   and  cousin  by  marriage. 
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It  was  Ä#t  tot  l*Äg  after  thdir  marriage  that  the  situatitm 
t*#r  the  jews  in  GermaÄy  weiit  fr#m  bad  t#  worae  arid  during  tkis 
catastrtphe  and  its  artermatk  during  the  Telltwiag  years  tlie 


so  n*t   «aly  fr«m  L«iidoA,  but  with  grsat  courage  and  daria"-  - 
trusti»g  bis  ©wa  sar**y  to  kis  British  passp«rt  -  he  went  t« 
Germajiy  ajid  helpsd  t«  arra*ge  f»r  their  legal  «r  illegal  emi- 
grati«».  Thus  a  large  gr«up  «f  p«»pls,  iacluding  many  youmg  chil- 
drsa  f»uad  a  havea  ia  L»ad»n  aad  the  h»use  «r  Fred  aad  Haaaa  be- 
came  the  caiier  f«r  these  refugses  where  they  c«uld  fiad  uader- 
st.:adiag  .advtse  aad  geaer^us  supp»rt. 

JM«t  «aly  Heleae  was  welc«med  there  after  she  kad  bec»me  a 
rÜ'i'^'^"*  "^  childrea  •£   the  uaf.rtuaate  Ketty  aad  Grete  with 
^  ckildrea  -  minus  ker  husbaad-  became  dependeat  «a  Fred  aad 
Haaaa. 

As  tuT   as  tur  cl»se  rriendahip  with  Haaaa  was  c»aceraed, 
it  immediately  was  exteaded  with  ker  kusbaad  as  far  as  tur  livia« 
rar  apart  permitted.  But  we  met  repeatedly  ia  Load.a  aad  always 
ead«yed  a  get  -  t.gether  wkea  Fredbcame  t.  U.S.A.  »a  busiaess. 
al*ae  «r  witk  Haaaa. 

Altk»ugh  maay  years  kave  g«ae  by^iace.it  still  saddeas 
me  whea  I  thiak  «f  tke  l.ss  .r  these  tw.  s*  valuable  frieads 
«*d  relatives.  Duriag  their  last  Visit  ia  New  I.rk  I  examiaed 
Fred  acc.rdiag  t.  kis  wire's  wisk  altk.agh  he  certaialv  g.t 

°!!rJ   Z'^''^^*/''*"  ^"  ^•*<^»*  Physiciaa.  I  became  v^ry  c.a- 
ceraed  aad  warned  b.th  .f  daager  ir  ke  w.uld  a.t  .l.w  d.Ja  kis 
pace  «r  liviag  aad  w.rkiag.  But  this  w-s  caatrary  f   feia  per- 
staality,  kis  ambitita  aad  drive  surpasaiag  kis  physical  streagtk 
«ad  at  age  50  ke  died  »f  a  railiag  keart. 

This  bl»w  must  kave  brokea  Haaaa« s  keart  t««  and  ab.ut 
•ae  year  later  ske  f.ll.wed  kim  ia  death  at  age  «b.ut  4?  -  but 
m»t  due  ta  a  p«»r  keart,  ske  kad  beea  .verc.me  by  Cancer  »f  tke 
8t.niack<  .ae  is  tenpted  t.  ask  a  questi.a  a.b.dy  caa  aaswer: 
wkere  is  justice  far  humaa  beings? 

About  19^4  aickaess  kit  kurd  Hanaa's  father  aad  I  still 
reme^^ber  vividly  the  sh.ck  I  f,it  whea  I  had  t.   diaga.se  his 

?h^"h.!L??^riJiJ-  K'°**f^f*  ««d.carditis",  an  ia±-lammati.a  .f 
the  heart  f.r  which  a.  help  w.a  available  ia  the  pre-aatibiotic 

era.  The  eutstanding  Consultant  was  as  helpless  as  myself . 
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'*li^i&^^iÄ'^^^^^^'^ect«d  fr»m   auch    a   utr««g   -nd 
£•1«.  b«c«i.,»  ••  «•«1'*^^;^;^ ,f   i.ve    a-d  m.r-l  supp.rt  r.r 

selflaas  «•''■'•f  «J  *   *  °*;   «ft^r   ah«  h-d  m.v=d  t.  L««d.m; 
ckildreji    c»d   gramacJHiareM   ax«>=^-»-  > 

wkerc5    a«   •ccasi^mal   c#mtact   with  h^r  was   as  amjtyablo   -3   ov-sr 
f«r   Erma   aad  myseir« 

Ske  rem*Amöd   strMg   evam  after   tke  cruanimg   bl#w   tf 
seeUg  ker  fike   a#m-lm-law   aad   her   mtat   belevc^d  daognter   pre- 
ccdimg  ner   In  d^atk.    Ske   raacked  the   age   «f   -b#utn90   aad  will 
remalÄ  ami:«rg#ttem  by  maaiy. 
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J«ser  irelsenstain,  Dorn  1öb7 

after  bis  routine  schoeling  he   too  entered  the  tamily 
ousiness  and  •ver   the  yeara  his  intereat  and  wark  concentra- 
ted  on  the  departement  which  prepared  all  kinü  oi  animal  hair 
in  dlrrerent  sizes  ror  the  manuiactoring  »r  Drushes.  With  the 
rur  line  new  m.re  and  mwe  transferred  t©  Leipzig  and  ftis  part 
nera  iu  n«  way  relying  in  him  in  this  rield,  he  run  his  depar- 
tement practically  without  interference  rr.m  his  partners! 
This  division  «r  worjc  and  resp»nsiDilitv  was  noot-  =,.<*^^  ^ 

that  .nly  his  perafnal  inv.lvoLi?  e^rL^sLli^e^:??;  liJlS^'* 

iun^T^'^'*  ^^  '"  "*"^  -  "^^^^^'  «  *^*^d  ««'l^er  Dut  with- 
^t  great  ideas  .r  average  intelligence  and  since  he  laciced 

any  seif  -  er iticisme ,  he  öecame  a  tyrant  with  his  emolwas 

^d  later  with  his  wire  ^ä   children.  Therexare  il  Zl^oä 

that  his  Wire  -  1^  years  his  Juni.r  -  never  had  develLfd  hir 

kis  personilltv  w«  .*f^«fi  I  ?.  ^"  ^^®  could  not  ad  just  te 

crrectly.  she  was  ^  nllVZ   JeV'a^tirS?  ""  '  ''"''''''' 
The  growiag  ramily  Uved  a  lawer  middle  class  llfe  c*n 

«hich  Mis  r«he,  Jd  "eil  "- «JJjr""^"'''  '^"'^^'"'^  •' 

.here^if h^ril^ninirjiS  '?»  ^^^  "«  rl»"  »om  ^ürth 

cnslderaole  ri3«s  Jn  gertw'^''   '"J''«  •""  ?f°"  t'  ""'  ''''"° 

J.X1  BetTJing  part  ©i  his  wealth  «ut  tf  Germany, 
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his  departure  was  rather  dramatic.  With  the  heln  «r  c.  ^  r. 
tue  British  husDand  or  hanna  relaenstei.  or  Lein Jt  l  ' 

the  oorder  aal-ely  in  an  amoulanee  and  aettled  ^  S*.  '''f'^^ 
oy  his  r«nily  and  continued  in  his  kind  or  busi^e«rJ  Vf '^^'"'^ 
his  tw«  older  sons.  ousiness  together  with 

He  was  in  his  eigthies  when  he  died  or  &  r^vm^-t-^^     ^^ 
which  pra.at,ly  could  have  .een  contr.lled  ir  -  i^  !.***'  ^"'*'' 
8tu.D.rnes8  -  he  would  not  have  rafused  an  operaUon    '^'' 

ra^ily  Bem'e:s':r  h:rge^rSio'''cMlL°i'"';  ^^"^^^^  «^^  •*^-' 
helped  to  keep  her  comfo?SS!e°:^d''con2en?  "^^  ^^-^^otilären 

..r^       *^'-^®  ^  **^  3*il^  limine  iß  irürth  tili  Iqüq  the  a«.^ 
dlrference  was  too  great  ror  cl.se  attacheiaent  to  Joser 's  !  ««.„ 
•nd  it  never  developed  in  later  years  althA„:,h  l^  ^""""^ 

existed  during  my  repeated  Visits  SlJnJo!^  ^"   opportunity 
saem  1^«% f °''  ^^^«3  in  Israel  «nd  one  in  üuenos  Aires  Thev  all 
Tal         ^^]^^^ormul,   successrul  lives  and  most  -  as  ^ar  as  l 
toow  -  «ccöing  to  their  strict  orthodox  uporingi^ 
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M#ritz  Felsenetein,  born  1ö68 

wken  this  ytungest  memDer  or  the  large  ramily  was  D0rn 
tfee  ratlier  was  already  55  years  ©Id  and  kt  kis  deatk  Moritz 
was  «Uly  16,  So,  his  eduacation  and  ckar acter  rormation  was 
largely  lert  to  tke  iuxluence  •t   his  mother  and  older  orothers. 
Tke  example  and  tke  spirit  or  the  old  man  continued  as  the  guido 
line,  evidently  willingly  accepted  Dy  the  orphaned  teenager, 
Tkat  a  tragic  rate  was  in  store  ror  him  nooody  could  loresee« 

He  must  have  lert  Fürth  as  a  young  adult  Decause  according 
t©  my  earliest  recillection  ke  lived  in  Prankrurt  where  -  with 
a  Cousin  as  his  partner  -  he  kad  estaDlished  a  Tactory  ror  men^s 
clotking;  it  was  not  on  a  Dig  scale  out  seemingly  enougk  ror  a 
middle  class  oourgois  living*  He  came  to  kis  old  kome  town  re- 
gulär ly  to  do  Dusiness  with  customers,  mostly  in  rurjial  districts* 

Tkis  relatively  young  uncle  was  well  liked  Dy  tke  next  ge- 
meration;  ke  kad  good  looks,  a  sense  or  humor  and  was  more  gene- 
pous  in  pleasing  his  nephews  with  small  girts.  He  was  on  good 
terms  with  all  memoers  or  the  ramily.  Between  my  ratker»  tke 
oldest  and  this  youngest  siDling  tkere  was  always  a  special  re- 
lationskip,  Whetker  he  had  much  or  a  social  lire  or  attachement 
to  girls  I  don»t  imow.  However^  following  the  usual  custom,  he 

did  not  get  married  oefore  he  had  reached  the  maturity  or  about 
^0  years« 

His  young  wire  came  rrom  the  same  ghetto  •  like 
circle  or  orthodox  Jews  in  which  ke  moved  in  Prankrurt  and  I 
assume  the  marriage  was  arranged«  Ske  was  the  only  child  or  a 
widow  in  comTortaDle  circumstances,  quite  pretty  -  in  «  way  si- 
milar  to  tke  wife  or  kis  brotker  Josep||,  also  a  ^   good  girl  " 
not  likely  to  put  the  stamp  or  an  independent  personality  on 
her  new  kome.  In  addition  to  these  facta,  tke  mother-in-law 
moved  in  with  the  young  couple  and  this  lady  -  rortunately  not 
tke  domineering  or  fighting  type  -  was  anything  but  a  stimula-- 
tlng  addition  to  the  kousekold* 

Tke  rirst  years  or  marriage  were  dominated  by  the  erfort 
to  produce  an  orr spring  (wkick.or  course.applies  only  to  the 
romale  partner)  oecause  ulara  seemed  unable  to  continue  a  preg- 
nancy  t©  term,  although  on  doctor's  Orders  she  spent  many  months 
in  oed,  She  rinally  succeeded  to  give  oirth,  very  prematurely 
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t«  a  ^  poimd  girl  and  to  Dring  up  such  a  tiny  oaDy,  which  was 
a  dirricult  prdDlexa  at  the  turn  or  this  Century.  However  the 
/?6t)y  made  it  and  grew  up  aa  a  nice,  healthy  girl  who  did  not  in- 
herit  tlie  dei'iciency  ot  her  mother.  She  pxoduced  ^  icids  withina^ 
5  years  -  ai:^irlB^  ^ 

Tliere  was  nothing  exciting  happening  in  this  f  amily 
as  far  as  I  know  during  the  fallowing  years  which  would  deserve 
reporting.  Clara  made  no  special  demands  and  seemed  to  be  satia- 
child^^**^  ^öi^  treated  by  her  husband  like  an^  ©bedient, good 

f ith  the  infeereats  er  Moritz  concentrated  ©n  hie  more  or 
less  stagnatlng  ouainess  and  absorbed  in  religio^  and  synaKomie 
activities,  whatever  youtktul  spark  was  in  him  never  developed 
i^to  a  bright  flame;  with  the  meek  ©Id  lady  aroimd,  the  prevailing 
athmosphere  in  this  family  imit  must  have  been  baredom.  JSxcept 
r©r  the  birth  ©r  a  boy  about  6  years  arter  his  sifeter.  He  becaae 
the  pride  ©r  his  tather  and  with  the  citeacteristics  of  his 
mather  I  don't  think  there  was  auch  justiricatioii  tox  it^ 

During  the  Nazi  ©ra  he  went  to  live  in  Lond©^,  got  married 
but  his  wiire  deserted  hi&  with  their  only  child;  in  a  tearrul  ^ 
letter  he  inrormed  the  ramily  -  near  and  distant  relatives  -  ©r 
his  plight  when  he  went  t©  live  in  Israel,  alone. 

His  siater  married  yaung  and,  as  mentianed  berore,  oecame 
the  m#ther  ©r  ^  girls  and  emigrated  to  Canada.  Her  husDand  did 
not  enjoy  the  sympathy  or  most  or  the  ramily.  We  considered  him 
oonoxious  and  with  ostentatious  orthodoxy  always  in  the  rore- 
ground  a  rirst  class  hypocrit.  He  died  young  and  mayoe  it  was 
not  a  great  loss  ror  his  wire. 

«arrow  minded  as  he  was,  «oritz  -  like  millions  ©r  other 
Gernans  -  did  not  understand  h©w  the  excessive  inrlation  rollow- 
ing  the  first  world  war  meant  ruln  ror  his  ßusiness  and  destrmc- 
tio^  ©r  his  financial  basis.  He  had  to  aski^ihis  Drothers  ror  help. 
But,  all  these  misrortunes  were  minor  when  looking  at  his 
end.   Belatodly  he  ried  with  his  wire  to  Holland  and  was  never 
heaxd  rrom  agaiA.  Two  more  victims  ©r  the  unspeakaole  nazi 
h©rr©rB  and  crimes. 
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